AMU President -Asks Liberal

Educational Chances for Natives

Dr. Fred MeGinnis, presi-
dent of Alaska Methodist Uni-
versity, nas asked for assist-
ance “in the problem of more
liberal educational opportunity
at the higher educational lev-
el for the Alaskan Native
students.””

In a letter to Dr. Harld
Howe, commissioner of edu-
cation in Washington, D.C.
and Sargent Shriver, director
of the Office of Economic
Opportunity,  Dr.  McGinnis
accused the BIA of “discrim-
inatory practices’ in their
refusal to allow Native col-

lege  students using  BIA
grants or loans to attend any
wllege or university  they
wish,

Arguing  that  “‘church-
sponsorship of a college or
university does not make it
a ‘sectarnian’  school,”  Dr.
MeGinnis said that the BIA's
“Iinterpretation  in limiting
the Alaskan Eskimo, Indian
and Aleut to attendance at
state unjversities is in basic
conflict with the Civil Rights
Act of 1964,

The president quoted Title
VI of the Act that reads:

“No person in the United
States shall, on the grounds
of race, color, or national
origin, be excluded from par-
ticipation in, be denied the
benefits of, or be subject to
discrimination under any pro-
gram or activity receiving
federal financial assistance.”

“All recent federal legis-
lation with programs of as-
sistance to  higher educa-
tional institutions is on the
basis of being extended to
both public and private in~
stitutions so long as the prop
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