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TheThe great traditiontrJdltion ofof\\.hJllngof.hJllngof.hJllnghJllngofwhalingof.hJllng-

on
whalingwhaling-

on
\.

on the( lie Arctic coastCOJst of AlaskaAJAlaska-

remained

( J.aJa.J.a-

rel11alliedremainedrel11allied , fromfront the pastPlsl, to thethe-

pre
the-

presentpresentpre enl.., asa\aaa\ a limeIWletime ofofexpectancyexpectancyexpectancy-
Jlld

expectancy-
andandJlld keeneen excitement It hashJS beenbeen-

loo"ed
been-

lookedlookedloo"edlooed" upon withwuh aJ senseeme ofofrevof revrev-rev-

erence
rev-revrev-

erence
¬-

erence becausehCCJu , it has affordedJfforded toto-

whJhng
to-

whalingwhalingwhJhng communitiescommumtles a.II. key"cycy" toto-

survival
to-

survivalsurvival A bountifulhountlful seasonseaseason-

rticans
onon-

mJnsmeansmJnsrticans.? , food lorfor a yearCJr} It alsoJlsoJlso-

Jffords
also-

affordsaffordsJffords a.II. greatgreJ ! challengechJllcnge andJndJndaandaJnd-

dlI1gerou
and-

dangerous
a

dangerousdlI1gerou\dlI1geroudlI1gerouone, \ oneone-

The
one-

theThe1 he veryvervveryvervle. xi/exie\\lelesite\\/ otof the animalJmmJIat11I11alJmmJI-

dellJJnded
at11I11-

aldemandeddemandeddellJJnded .rererespectped andJnd ihethe gieatglCJtgreatglCJ-
tlhale

grea-
t"hatewhale\lhalelhale"hatehate\" hadhJd to behe huntedhUllted withwith-

prCCllon
with-

precisionprecisionprCCl\lonprCCllon\ Little room was1,1.111.1111,' . , left-
tor

leftlef!
tor1m mistakesml\tJ"esmltJ"estJes\ " MistakeshsIJ es meantmeJntmeJnt-
reJI

meant-
realrealreJI danger lortorfor litehtelife andJlld limbhmolimb-

The
hmo-

The
limb-

TheThe type olojof whalewhJle the coastalcOJstalcOJstal-
I

coastal-
I

coastal-

sktmosI skimossktmos" IIIIO hunt is the bovvheadbowheJdbowheadbowheJd-
This

bowhead-
ThisThis monstrouslllonstrou, marineI11Jnne animalJnlmJIJnlmJI-

h
animal-

hashash\\hhheen,\ \ beenheen takentJ en up to 65 to 7070-

tlll1S

70-

tonstonstlll1S ,. perhapsperllJps even largerlJrger The1l hehe-

baleenbaleen,Jleen on theIhe largeIJrge onesone caughtLlUghtLlUght-
IIJ

caught-

has
,

dasIIJ\IIJhasIIJmeJured\ measuredmeJured, up to I155 teetfeet andJndJnd-

JJwbone
and-

JawbonesjawbonesJJwbone, up totllit ) 21I feet It isrsrs-

little
is-

littlelittle wonder thatthJt extreme careCJreCJre-

hJ
care-

hashashJ\hJhJ10\ to10 be takentJ"entJen" inIII hunting thesetheetheet-

lLms
these-

titans

,
titanstlLms olof the seaseJ To err meansmeJIlSmeJIl-
SdsJhr

means-
disasterdisasterdsJhrdisaste-

rPreparation
dsJhrP-

reparat
disaste-

rPreparation
, , :

PreparationPreparation-
March

PreparatPreparation-
March

ionion-
jIJfrhMarchj\IJfrhjIJfrhMarchI\ is1\1I-I\1theIthe-, '

the monthIlwnthnwnthIlwnthlltnwnthofollltof thetinetine-

yearyear} earearIwhen\II\ henhenlhJhngwhaling\lhJhnglhJhng\ preparationsprpreparations-
usually

pJralJlJnspJralJlJns-
UUJIyusuallyU\UJI/yUUJIy\ / beganhegJII Equipment isIS-

101l

is-

lookedlooked101llookedoverededllveroverllver andJnd repairedrepJlred NewNew-

geM

New-

geargeargeM is1\1\1mJdemademJde anddnddndlllJdemadelllJde carefullycJrefullycarefullys-

ooscsoo( , itII canrJn behe usedu\edued\ totll the fullestfulles-
tpoble

fullest-

possiblepossiblepo/blepoble. / elfectivenessdtcctlvenes\dtcctlveneseffectivenessdtcctlvenesWomen\ WomenWomen-

S"IIJ

Women-

skillskinS"IIJSIIJskillS"IIJeJI" seals\eJI-eJIseats\eJIJ"mg-. takingJ"mgJmg! " the entireenUre fleshneflesh-
sold

hh-

mdandmdsold, bonehone tintllutout ol01of it0 usinguSlllguSlllgonlyonlyonly-
the

only-
thethe necknec " openingopcl1Ing to operateopcrJteopcrJte-
through

operate-
throughthrough andJnd leavingJeJvlng onlyonl ) Ihethe lastJI\tJItJIt"-

mlL"le
last-

knuckle
, \

knuckle"mlL"lemlLle" " honeshOlle, inIIIto the flippersfllppcrsflippers-

These
fllppcr-

sThec
flippers-

TheseTheseThe\cThec\ are.IreIrearc. mademJde intoInoInoeJI! seal\eJIeJIsealskin\ skinskin-

floats
' IIIII-

ItlOJhfloatstlOJh ,. a.II. greatgre t necessityneLC\"tneLC"tt\" } , becausehecJuehecJue.-
I

because-
a

,
a.II..Ihwhale\\hh\ lclc.henv\henvhen\\.hen.henwhen\.\ killed"IlledIlled"IlledInkkilledsinks" sinks\InkInk\ , toit ) thethe-
hotbottomhot!> olllH1)olllH1tutu) It hasIiJ , to10 behehe.eptkept\.ept.ept\. afloatalloataloalloat-

with
! tt-

llhwith\\llhllh\ the11lL' useue, ot01of the inflatedIIlIlJtcdinflatedsealsealseal-

skins
,CJICJI.-

111skins\\.111.111\ \. '>skinsOld
Old WhalersWhaler) ConsultedCOI1ultedConsulted-
During

COI1ulted-
Duong

Consulted-
During

,
DuringDuong the preparationsprepJrJtl\IlJtlIl!\ oldulduld-

lhalers
old-

whalerswhalers\lhalerslhalers\ , usuallyu1ually retiredreIned whalingwhaling-

laptam
whaling-

captainscaptainslaptam\laptamlaptamIllIo: \ whoIllIo were too100 old toto-

hunl
to-

hunthunthunl any longerflJngcrflJngcrere,. were\\ereere\ consultedcomultedcomulted-
lor

consulted-
fortorlorfor advice More oltenottenoften than notnot-

they
not-

theyheythey( volunteered theirthell serviceservlcesservice-
stoyoungerwhalers

ervlces-
totoyoungerwhalerslulIgef\lhJlerlulIgeflhJlerto } ) \ Their1lieif1lieif.nowlknowl\.nowl-.nowlknowl-knowl-

edge
\. .nowl-

edge

¬-

edge ofof.hJlmgwhaling\\.hJlmg.hJlmg\. procedures waswas-

InvJludble
was-

invaluableinvaluableInvJludble They havehJve hadholdholdVIIJIhadvitalvitalVIIJIVIIJI-

pr
vital-

practicalpracticalpr ctllal: experiencescxpenencc\cxpenenccexperiences-
Proper

cxpenencc-
Proper

experiences-
Proper

\
Proper procedurepro.edureproedure(. intit whalingwhJlingwhJling-

hJ
whaling-

hashashJ\hJhJJlwJY\ alwaysJlwJY, been theIheIheirlirstfirst/irir/ , ! lawIJW ofof-

the
of-

thethe hunt The positionpO lIIOIi'> ol'JIJIof' theIheIhe-

umlJ

the-

umiakumiakumlJ " hashJlid ,', a.II. great bearingbeJrlllghearing on thethe-

Jlety
the-

safetysalety\JletyJletysafetyJletyotsafetyof\ olotof the crewcrc\\crccrcJnd\. andJndandisis1\1\1thethethe-

pmduct
the-

productproductpmduct of limetime ottit experienceexperience-
ot

experience-
ofolotof theIhc ancientJnLlenlJnLlenl.halerwhalers\\.haler\.haler\. .halerWIiJt\ WhatWIiJt wasWJSWJS-

gJlned
was-

gainedgamedgJlnedgained through experienceexpenence andand-

provcn
and-

provenprovenprovcn to be valuablevaluJble was careCJre-CJreCJre-

tully
care-carecare-

fully
¬-

fullytully handed down for theIhe benebene-bene-
l

bene-

fit
¬-

fitl t of the youngerounger} generationsgenerJtlonsgenerations-
The

generJtlons-
The

generations-
TheThe manner1IJnner! otof paddlingpJJJhng thethe-

unlla
the-

umiakumiakunlla " without makingmJ"lIIgmJlIIg" bubblingbubbhngbubbhng-
sound

bubbling-
soundssoundssound, with the paddle is1\1\1oneone ofof-

Ihe
of-

thetheIhe importantImportJnt thingstlJlng thethctie menmen-
hJve

men-
havehavehJve to do TheTheIwhale\II\ hJle hasIwlids keenkeen-

hearing
eeneen-

heJrmghearingheJrmg abilitybllitybllitywhileabilitywhitewhilewhitewhitesubmergedsubmergeduhmergedsubmerged-
The

,uhmerged-
fheThefhe paddlep ddle mustI11U\II11UI\ nevernCler touchtoudltoudl-
the

touch-
thethe gunwhalegunwhaIe of the umiaku1llAumiak-

The
u1llA-

The
umiak-

The
!

The vitalVIIJI spotsspot\spotspoton\ ononllIchwhich\\llIchllIch\\ toto-

stnke
to-

strikestrikestnke theIhe whalewhdle also.II\.II.IIlere. \{) were\lerelere\ of0101-

great
of-

greatgreat importanceImport lIIle PrecisionPreCI'lonPreCIlon' , coollool-loolcool-lool-
ness

cool-

ness
: ¬-

ness , and presenceprecncc, of mindnllnd werewere-

emphJ
were-

emphasizedemphasizedemphJ lled beforehe fore , duringdurmg , andand-

after
and-

afterafter the whalewhJle hadhold been strucktruckstruck-
The

, truck-

TheThe naturenalure and patternpJllern of thethe-

thrashing
the-

thrashingthrashing flukes were discussedJIcusdiscussed-
so

, eded-

soso that the huntershun te r would bestbest-

be
best-

bebe able to avoid the deadlydeJdlydeJdly-
sweeps

deadly-
sweepssweeps
sweepsUmiak

Umiak ,. The Skin BoatBoat-
The

Boat-
The

Boat-
TheThe most vital need of thethe-

whalers
the-

whalerswhalers was the umiak ThisThis-

craft
This-

craftcraft was made especiallye'petIJllyepetIJlly' .: forfor-

whalmg
for-

whalingwhalingwhalmg but it waswal alsoJlso usedused-

extemlvely
used-

extensivelyextensivelyextemlvely for otherolher purposes ,

such as a means of marine transtrJnstrans-
portation

¬.

portationportatlon or for travelingtravehng upup-

rive
up-

riversriversrive r
riversIts

ItsI Is vitalvitalIIIJportJnceimportanceIIIJportJnce wasWJS torlorforlor-

whallllg
for-

whalingwhalingwhallllg purposespurpose , olof coursecoure, ., ItsIts-

de
Its-

designdesignde lgn was made lorfor easyea y padpad-pad-

dling
¬.-

dlingdhng , the only means of propul ¬.

sion, ion theIhe ancientanCIentlhalcrswhalers\lhalcrslhalcrs\ had ..

( Present day whalers stillqdl use

paddlespJddles . It isI ,:> the best wayWJY toto-

approJch
to-

approachapproachapproJchapproJchlhaleswhales\lhaleslhales\ silently , withwith-with-

out
with-

out
¬-

out alertingalertmg them by noises . )

The lines of the umiakumiJ " werewere-

JlJJde
were-

mademadeJlJJde so that six or seven menmen-

could
men-

couldcould paddle the craft to easilyeasily-

overtake
easily-

overtakeovertake the whalewhale-

Every
whale-

Every
whale-

EveryEvery few yearsyeJrs whalingv.hJlingvhJlingv.hJling-
UIllIJ"S

whaling-

umiak
.

umiaksUIllIJ"SUIllIJSumiak" , had to behe recovered withwith-

ogruk
with-

oogrukoogrukogrukoogrukskins() skins, klns becausebecau\ebecaue\ ,. in timelime ,

theIhe smewsinew threading beganbegJn toto-

wear
to-

wearwear out and the stitches beganbegan-

toto open up . Also , after beingbeltJgbeltJg-

used
being-

usedused for going up riversnvers the skinskin-

on
"inin"in-

nn
"

onnn the bottombntt om of0 t the boathnJt gotglJtglJt-

deep
got-

deepdeep scratchessnJtrhe fromIromIromtn"lI1gstriking\tn"lI1gtn"lI1gtnlI1gstriking-

aganist
\ tn"lI1g-

Jgalllt

"

againstJgalll\tJgallltaganist,JgalllthJrp\ slurp\hJrphJrpsharp\ rocksrucksrocks-

The
rnLrucks-

lire
\

Thelire1 he umiakumlJ " maymol } have lookedIlJokelooked-
fragilefragiletragile buthut itItaswas\\asas\\ not It wasV. .II. , a.II. rere-rere-

mJr"Jbly
re-

markably
¬-

markablymJr"JblymJrJbly" sturdy craftcr .litlit. OneDill' reareurea-reu-
011

rea-
son

¬.-

son\011011\ torlortut thistIllS was1.111,'. , thatthJt itII hadhold thethe-

give

the-

givegivegivelllIchwhich\lllIchlllIch\ mademJde itII absorbJorhJabsorbshucks\orhorh\ shocksshucksshucks-

surprisingly
, hOLhO-

LurpfllI1gly
\

surprisingly\urpfl\lI1glyurpfllI1glyurpfllI1glywellsurprisinglywell\ \ wellwell-

Six
well-

Six
well-

SixSix Oogruk SkinsSkins-
It

Skin-
sIItI t tooktoo\tootooSIX\. six oogrukoogru " skinsskillsII1'> toto-

cover
to-

covercover a.II..I.hJllllgwhaling\\.hJllllg.hJllllg\. umiakurlllJkurlllJkdPOUIumiakaboutaboutdPOUIdPOU-

I24leet
about-

24feet24-leet24leet24-feetfeet- long10llglong-

The
10llg-

The
long-

TheThe whalingwhJhllg captain'scaptainsCapIJIII'SCapIJIIIS' wifewife-

uuJlly
wife-

usuallyusuallyuuJlly, tooktookchJfgetookchargechargechJfge olotof the sewsew-sew-

trig

¬.-

ingIIIgtrig of the skins, "IIIIII" , She calledcJlledcalledtitin111tit11-

1Jbout
tit-

aboutaboutJbout six women , usuallyu ua/lual/ } herh'rhher-

close
'rr'r-

elme
'

closeelme friendsInenct\InenctInenctor\ or thosetho.ethoe. womenwomen-
whowho\\ ho were exceptionallyexcepllor1Jlly goodgood.-

II
good-

atat.IIII. sewingseII1gse\\se\ II1gII1-
gThe

sewingThe
The skins"nhnhskirts" useduusedwereededIwere\II\ ere curedcured-

un
cured-

untiluntilun nl the hairhJlr peeledpeeledoffolfoff01 f TheyThey-
t

They-

trimmedtrimmedt n milled the edges andalld comCOIll-COIllcom-COIl-

lIllenced
com-

menced
¬-

mencedIllenced to sew the skinsS"IIISSIIIS" togethtogeth-togeth-
er

¬-

erer-

This
er-

11m
er-

hisThis11m] his operationoperJtlon waswa , usuallyu\udHyuudHy\ a.II..-
Ilighthcnted

a-

lightheartedlight-heartedlightheartedlight-hcntedhcnted- , affairattJlr where thethe-

women
the-

womenwomen stoppedstoppedollJlonJllystoppedoccasionallyoccasionallyollJ\lonJllyollJlonJlly: : \ fortortor-

SnJl
for-

snackssnacksSnJl " , banteredbJntered ,. gossipedgogossipedandslpedslpedandand

laughed
laughedThey

They usedu\edued\ waterproofwJterproofwJterproofstitcheswaterproofstitchesstitchesstitches-
onon the outside , or waferwollerwater sidesldc ofof-

the
of-

thethe skin"mm" , leaving anall overlap ofof-

about
of-

aboutabout an inchIllrh and a halfhalfonon thethcthc-
mside

the-
insideinsidemside ThisTim overlapoverlJpoverlJpWJSwasWJS sewnsewn-
u

sewn-

usingusingu lIIg the same stitchstJtrh for insurInsur-Insur-
ance

insur-
ance

¬-

ance againstJgJlmt leakagelea"JgeleaJgelea"Jgefter" After-fterfter"- comcom--com-
pletmg

Com-
pleting

¬-

pletingpletmg the sewingsewmg ,. the womenwottleitwomen-
mol

wottleit-
mademademol de smallmJIImJIIslitssmallslits, slits all aroundatotuldatlUn) thethe-
cover

the-
covercovercover0so\00\ it could behe lacedIJced toto-

the
to-

thethe umiakumlJ\umlJunnakumlJI\. frameI rame withWI th ravsluder,1luder,1\\r,1r1rash,\ ludelude-

thong
ideide-

thongthongthong-

Men's
thon-

glen's
thong-

Men'sMen'sMens\len'slen'slens!\ ' TurnTurn-
When

Turn-
When

Turn-
WhenWhen the womenWlJlJ1en completedcompleted-

their
completed-

theirtheir workwor " ,, itItawas\\a\a\\ athe\ the men'smensmcn ''" turnturn-
to

turn-
toto finisht nl\hnlh\ coveringnwenng the! he umiakunllJkumiak-

The
umia-

klieThelie1 he sewnse\lsel\ n skins" 111\111111wcre\ werewcre rolledrolled-

twm
rolled-

fromfromtwm the stern end to the bowhowhow-

Jnd
how-

andandJnd takentJ\.entJ.entJ.enen\. outnut olotof the houseJOll'eJOlle! ' toto-

I.here
to-

wherewhereI.hereIhere'. the frame ol01of the umiaklJl1ll\lJl1llunnaklJl1ll-

hold
unnak-

had
.! \.

hadhold beenbcenbcenupendeJsuspended\u\pendeJupendeJ\ \ upsideup"deupde" downdl\\ndlndlnn-
il

down-

on
) \\

onnil racksrJc"srJcs" aboutJbout two andJndJndIa,I halfhJ11hJ11-

teet
half-

feetteetfeet offoft the ground
groundLaced

LacedLaced-
The

Laced-
heThe1] he menrnen placedpI .IcedIced. theIhL' rolledHlIedrolled-

skin
)

skin' II! on toplOptopofof01 thethc bowbO\\bObOt\\ ,. fittedtfitted-
the

ttedtted-

IhetheIhe skjnskinS )!l onkill it , andJnd then unrolledunrollcdunrollcd-
It

unrolled-
itit to fitI'llIll' the sterntern After thethe1-

11

the-
skinskin\111111\" hadhold been drapeddrapedtoin111to thatth,11th11th,1-

1mJnner

that-

manner
,

mannermJnner on the boatbOJt frameIrJlI1efiance , itIIII-

was
it-

waswas time to10 laceIJce it onoilon-

Two
oil-

TwoTwo menmelt gut under the howhow-
Jnd

how-
andandJnd tastenedlistenedIJ lened the ends ol01of010two\\\00two-
long

\\ 0-

longlong oogrukoogru " rawhidera\lhlderalhlde\ lineslille\lillelilleand\ andand-

commenced
and-

commencedcommenced to laceJoice onOil the skinskin-

by
"IJIJ" }

byh } puttingputtl11g theIhe lineIlIIe throughIhllgh!() 'hehethe'he-

hl
the-

slits
'

slits\hl\hl\hlOil\ onOil andJnlandaround! aroundJlOundJlOund.Iaroundaa.II. hori/ontalhoriontalhorilonl.llhorilonlllhorizontalhorilonl.ll-
brJce

horizontal-
brace

/ .
bracebrJce thatthJt went thetile fulllull lengthlength-

of
length-

ofof the umiakUt1lIJ " frameframe-

The

frf anllrailterailte-

The 'The twotv.otvo. men coordinatedcourdlllJted theIheIhe-

IJcmg
the-

lacinglacingIJcmg on011 oppositeoppositelsides\ll\ e\eeJlld\ andJlld

pulled the line asa\aat\ tauttarnt Jut as.ISIS. possibleplJpossible-
as

, ihleihle.-

ISas.ISIS. theythertherwor"edtheyworkedworkedwor"edwored" toward the sternstern-
When

tcrntcrn-
WhenWhen this11mtilts wasWdS completedwmplered thethe-

newlydraped
the-

newlydrapednewly-drapednewlydrapednewlydrapedskin- skin, in wasWJ\WJWJ.1\ as.1\.1.1ligh. \ tightlightight-
as

r

as; 1 , a, \ drum .

Ancient CustomCu\tomCutomCustom-
During

Cutom-
Dunng

Custom-
During

\
DuringDunng thistillS operationoperltlon, theretherctherc-

lollole
there-

followedfollowedlollo\lelollole\ one of the ancientallL'IL'ntallLILnt' ' cusCus-ruCus-

tom
, ¬.-

tomstom\tomtom11entom \, When\\11en11enAlien\\ the sewneWn skinsskimskimlWtwere\lWtlWtwere-
brought

\ '
broughthroughl outOllt of01 the housel1lJu\cl1lJuc\ byhy thethe-

men
the-

menmen ., it was1,1,1\1,1,11111,1,1.I,' , \ a.II. signalslgn,11slgn11, forflrfir) the childillchil-chil-
dren

¬.-

dren of01 the villagevillJge to flocknor " toit ) thetilethe-
kill

tile-

skinskin, kill coveringcovenng operationperatlOnoperation-
This

operation-
Tilts

() peratlOn-
fllIThisfllI\fllITiltsfllIWJ\ wasWJ , the timetnne lorfor thethe-

hllmg
the-

whalingwhaling\\hllmghllmg\ , captain'scaptainsClptJIII\ClptJIIIClptJIIIlIte, '\ wife\lItelItewile\ to10 bringhrulghrulg-

ou
bring-

outououtI Irlhll\IrlhlltidbitsIrlhllt[ \ tthathJ t hJJhad hL'c'nhLcnbeen'' pipie-piepie-
viously

e-ee-

VHHII

-

VHHIIviously, ) prepJrcdprepared to pJ\\pJpasspJJfUlllld\ JfUlllldaroundJfUlllld-

II
around-

toIIto) rhethe clllldrellchildren IIIin hOlllrhonor) 01kit theth-
eoccIon

the-

occasionoccasionoccI/onoccIon, , / Inlit thethc old daysdI\dIdIIhee, \ ' theseIheeIheeC-

OI
these-

consisted
,

consistedCOIltL'JCOI\COIconsistedof\'> l\tL'JltL'JtLJ\ ' ol01of piecesplcce' olotsit muktuktttuktukil1l1"tuil1l1tu" " .,

fro/enfroentfU/entfUtrozentfUenhJle/ whale\\hJlehJle\\ meatmelt, ,. akutuqt"utuqtutuq, " (11((1\-(11(1-

11110

( IIss-ss-

kimo
s-

kim
\ -

kimokim" 11110, ice creamueJml)., orur piecesplel! S ot01of01-

LlH"ed
of-

LookedBookedLlH"edLlHedLookedLlH"edL'JfJbOIlLookedcaribou) " caribouL'JfJbOIlLJfJbOIlcaribou-
In

L'JfJbOIl-

In
caribou-

Ill

'

InIll the presentpreent, daydl, )' this11m ClI-

tOIll
cusClI-ClICos-CosCos-

10111
' ¬-

tomtOIll10111 hashd\hdhddUllged\ changeddUllged a,I greatgreJI dealde.11de11de.ildeilde.11-

I

de.il-
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