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Tanana Chiefs’ Traditional Chief Refuses Secretary

Andrew Tsaac of Dot Lake,
l'r.ldmondl Chief of the Tanana

.
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JUNEAU — Gov. William A.
Egan announced the Economic
Development Administration has
awarded a $288,000 grant to the
city of Ketchikan for construc-
tion of a community building
and establishment of a totem
heritage center.

The center will provide a
museum tor the display of Na-
tive artifacts, including some
original totems from abandoned
villages, and also will include
workshop and training facilities
tor classes in Native arts and
crafls,

Total cost of the project is
$434,000, with the city of Ket-
chikan providing $146,000. The
federal funds were awarded un-
der the Public Works and Eco-
nomic Development Act to stim-
ulate  long-range  economic
growth and to create jobs.
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Chiefs Conference, proved to be
a patient, careful listener at the
TCC convention in Fairbanks.
The Chief sat silently for a
half-hour while the young dele-
gates debated whether he should
be provided with a secretary to
help answer his voluminous mail.
When a small disagreement
arose between a couple dele-
gates, the Chief took the micro-
phone and said,; “Don’t fight
over me ... 1 don’t need a sec-
retary, that's for sure!" That
was the end of that
It was a light moment in a
three-day convention bent on
business, and there were other
similar moments. One tipsy gen-
terman. who was obviously not
a delegate, insisted on shouting
out “Point of order.” *No
(when all delegates voted yes).”
and “Keep talking, Mitch.” in
apparent support of President
Mitch Demientieff. No one got
excited, but there was laughter.
The clincher came from Jim
Huntington of Galena who ad-
vised that the convention do
something about drug pushers
who bring drugs to the villages.
“If it was up to me, I'd just
ring their necks off like we used
0" said Huntington. 1 guess
some people think that's against
the law.”

Modern Alaska has room for
the traditional approach.
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Whenever you need building materials
and supplies, just jot us a line. Because at
SBS we stock so many brands of tools
and decorator items, we’re sure to have
what you want. And we'll process your
order right away. So take some time to
scan this list, and get those ideas rolling!
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