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SAFE AND SOUND - Liz Murphy sits in10 front of the ChatamkaChatanlkaChatanlka-
River

Chatamka-
RiverRiver cabincabm she had left before runningrunnmqrunninq intomto trouble on the trailtrail-

to
trail-

toto Murphy Dome . Photo by M . Sgt59!.. Bill Thompson

CfiafinilcaChatinika River GalGat is CautiousCautious-

After
Cautious-

AfterAfter Close Call in Wilderness
BvCHARLLSMALLhYBvCHARLLSMALLhY-

Just
BvBy CIIARU.SCIIARUS'IIARLESIIARLES(' :. MALU.YMALUYMALLEYMALU.Y-

JUt
MALLEY-

Just
:.

JustJU\tJUt\ how deadlydeadlv thetile AlaskanAlaskJIIAlaskJII-

wmter
Alaskan-

winterwinterwmter can hebe becamehCJme: tnghten-tnghtenInghtenfrighten-frightentnghten-
mgjy

frighten-
ingly

-.

mgjyinglyII1 Y realredl to a.11. young FairbankslIrhJllk\lIrhJllkflIrhJllkairhanksIairhanksfI airhanks-
woman

,lIrhJllk-

woman
\

woman thistl1l\tl1ltl1lpast\ past DecemberDecember-
Liz

December-
LII

December-
LitLizLIILit Murphy thinksthmks hertier storvstunstun-

is

tOf\tOftOfI-

S
\

is worth.orthorth. telling itIfIfIIitititII will helpIlelpIlelp-

even
help-

eveneven a singlesmgle person to thinkthmkthmkt-

Wice

think-

twicetwice beforebe fore settingselling out acrossacrosacross-

countrycountrycoun try in WinterWill ter..

Last summer LizLil moved withwith-

her
with-

herher husband , John Murphy , fromfrom-

Falrhanks
from-

FairbanksFairbanksFalrhanks to a wilderness cabincahmcahm-

on
cabin-

onon the ChatamkaChJtamka River , 1515-

mdes
15-

milesmilesmdes by trailIrall north from MurMur-Mur-

phy

¬.-

phy Dome LivingLlvmg in ad remoteremote-
cablll

remote-
cabincabincablll is somethingsometlllllg they had ala1al-alal-

ways

¬.-

waysWJ'sWJs)' wanted to do , and to thistillstills-

Jay
this-

daydayJay they arearc enjoying it imIm-ImIm-

mensely
im-

mensely

¬-

mensely .

DuringDunng the course of the winWIII-WIIIwin-WII-

Iter

win-

ter

¬-

ter , the MurphyssoldMurphys sold their househouseI-

II

house-

ininIII towntl1wn and Liz decided to hikehikeI-

II

hike-

minIIIm to prepare the house lorfor thethe-

new
the-

newnew occupants ., LeavingLeavmg John atat-

the
at-

thethe cabincJbm , she started out on footfootI-

II

foot-

ininIII the morningmornmgmornmgwIthmorningwithwith John'sJohnsJohn's-
brother

John's-
brother

'

brother , Bob Murphy .,

The tradtrail is kept open byby-

snow
by-

snowsnow machinemachme and windswmd upup-

through
up-

throughthrough heavily-timberedheavilytimbered- councoun-coun-

try
coun-

try

¬-

try on the lower slopes near thethe-

Chatam"a
the-

ChatamkaChatanikaChatam"aChatamaChatamka" , then out onto thethe-

high

the-

highhigh , treeless ridges leading toto-

2,930foot
to-

2,930foot2,930-foot2,9302930foot, -- Murphy DomeDome-

"The
Dome-

"The
Dome-

"The"TheThe" goinggomg wasn'twasnt' difficultdifficult-
atat firstt r t ,.," said Lizllz . "EverythingEverything"Everything-
seemed

"Everything-
seemed

"
seemed normal .. " She had dede-dede-

cided

de-

cided

¬-

cided to wear her husband'shusbandshusband's-
boots

husband's-
boots

'

boots , about three sizes tootoo-

largebut
too-

largelarge'butlargebutlarge .:, ' but providing tlvathe. warmthwarmth-
she

warmth-
sheshe wanted . Bob wore low-cutlowcutlowcut-
warne.stompers

lowcut-
wafflestompers

-

waffle-stomperswafflestomperswarne.stomperswarnestompers-. Neither hadhad-

snowshoes
had-

snowshoessnowshoes .

After eight hours had passed ,

the two hikers realized that theythey-

should
they-

shouldshould have reached the Dome

long agoJgo IheyI hey hadhJd climbedcl1mb d toto-

Ihe
to-

thetheIhe upper ridgesmlge\mlgemlgewhere\ where the windwmdwmd-

bl
wind-

blewblewbl w fiercelytfiercelyovererccl\ercclercclover\ over barebJre hills11I1b ,.

piling upupIJlwdnlupsnuwdnfsnowdnlts\IJlwdnlIJlwdnlsnuwdnf\ ; tis andJndJndobltterandobliterobliterobltterobliter-obliter-
ating

¬.-

atingJtmg the trailtrJd VisibilityVl\lbllttvVllbllttvVisibilitywas\ wasWJW-
Jero

was-

zerozero/eroero/ andlIldlIldwlIIdandwinds, windswlIId causedlJu ed a01 chillctIIIIJl-ctIIIIJlctIIIIJl-
tor

{ lac-lactac-taclac-

tor
tac-

tor
-

tor ofuf 60 below zerolewzero-

Liz

zero-

LitLizLllLit foundlound herselfherselfstrugglmgherselfstrugglingstrugglingstrugglmgstrugglmg-
through

struggling-
throughthrough hip-deephipdeeptop-deeptop-- snow , barelybareljbarelj-
able

barely-

ableable to make out the trailIr,111Ir111, BobBDb ,.

lean and long-leggedlonglegged- , ranged onon-

Jhead
on-

aheadaheadJhead , back-trackingbacktrackinghack-trackinghack- periodicallyperlOdlfallyperlOdlfally-
to

periodically-
to

.:
to checkcheckonon hisIlls partner "HeHe"IllIll"thethe"the-

was

" '
was coveringcoveTIng twice the distancedlstJncedlstJnce-
I

distance-
II waswa ," LizLIl saidsaid-

A

saId-

A

said-

AA bright moon helped themthem-

to
them-

toto see forlur a whilewhde , but retreatedretreated-
bclund

retreated-
behindbehindbclund clouds , compoundingcompounJlngcompounJlng-
theIr

compounding-
theirtheir plight.. LizLIILit became exex-exex-

tremely
ex-

tremely

¬-

tremely tiredtiredandand was able to10to-

continued

to-

continued( continued on page 6)661)
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take only fivefvef ve stepsteps, at a timetmletmle-

Jefore
time-

'eforebeforeJefore'eforeefore' sittingslltmg down to restrest-

Once
rest-

Once
rest-

OnceOnceOncehen,. when\\henhen\ Bob back-trackedbacktrackedbacktrackedbacktracked-
to

-

to check on her , said L\iLiLllLiz\ , hehe-

lound
he-

foundtoundloundfound her rentingrestingre tll1g "BobBob"Bobsaid"" saidJld InsIllshisIlls-

leet
his-

feetteetleetfeet were cold ' and;nd hehe35was\\3535\ concon-con-

cerned
¬.-

cerned aboutJbout frostbitefrl ) thlte .
" Fsti-FstiFstlFstr-FstrFsti-

mating
Fstr-

mating

-'-

matingI11Jtll1g thatthJt the\thethelthenthehad\ hadhJdhJdcnmehadcomecomecnme atJtJt-

leJ
at-

leastleastleJ t three-quartersthreequartershree.quJrtershreequJrters-. otof thethealwa\wa\\alalwaswa-

to
was-

to
\ al-

to
\

to the DomeDl1rne ., BobBllbBobsuegestedsuggestedsuegestedsuegested-
that

ugge tedted-

thJtthatthJt he go onun lorIIHfor helphelp-

"i
help-

"i
help-

"I"ii" thoughttlll1ughlthought itItJwas\\JJ\ ' aJ goodgnndgoodgnnd-

IJeJ
good-

ideaideaIJeJ ,:"' saidJIJ Li/LiltlLi"ILit/ "II" evenewn toldI nil BobBob-

that
ubub-

thJtthatthJt althoughJlthllU1,!.! IIJwjswas\\JJ\ mo\uigmouigtourulgfIlUlijlg\ ' UT\UTlerlyenUT-

sliwl
yen-

sluwls
\

sliwl\sliwlh\\11h11sluwlssliwlI)\ \ '-

fIlJ--e
'-

fIlJ
f-

IlJ
e.'

I''tInughttInughtthoughtthouriht; , 1I couldcnullJ'elL'l-
l

cnullJelLl-
l

cnullJ'elL'lltUJl-

iI

couldesenevenesenesen-

tualls
'

mailstUJliItualls make!- it1
( " Bob1311b1311bIICnlBobscentwentIICnlscent on111111-

11JheJJ

on-

aheadaheadJheJJJheJJJnJandJnJarid Li/LiLilLizLitound/ toundtuunJfound herscltheh'lthehltherselfheh'lt-
utter1

herself-

utterly
,'

utterKutter1utterly! alone.lInnelInne. , lightingIlghtll1g the Inn-Inn11Inhip-hipInn-

deep
hip-

deep

-'
deepJeepdeepsnowsnow'Ill\\'IllIll'IllJnd' )\ andJnd aJ 'pn\\'pnpn'pnrlul'powerful\ rlul windwlnwind-

She

1

Shehe didn'tdidntdlJn'tdlJnt' reali/erealiereJlllerealice/ exhaustiont\.hJUt.hJUt.hJUhJUexhaustion-
had

' \. tllHltllH-
lhJdhadhJdhadsetsetet in111IIIin-

The
11-

1The

II-

ITheThe trailtr Jd becamebelJme impossibleInlpn"lbleInlpnlbleInlpn"lble-
It

impossible-
to

"
toIt) tollownlll\\nlll! nlllLil)\ Li/LiLilLizLiwanderedLilJndered/ wandered\\JnderedJnderedJnderedllltwanderedoft\ oilllltoft totntn-

the
to-

thethe leltleft ., believingbelIellllgbellesingbelIellllgllebellesingshe' she-llelle-, was\ headheJJ-heJJhead-heJJ-

mg
head-

ing

¬-

ingmg in111 the generalgener'JIgenerJI direction otutofut-

the
of-

thethe DomeDume , pushingpushll1g aheadJheJd livetiletiretire-

stepsstepstep , restingrestmg , pushingpushll1g on againagal1again-
"I

again-
"I

!
"II"Icounted"' countedtounted standingstandll1g upupJSupasasJSJS-

orll
as-

oneoneorll' step .,
" saidSJld Li/LiLI1LizLi"then/ , "thenthen"" tooktook-

Iuur
took-

tour "tourIuur more
morellen

When\\llenllenWien\ she heard fivetve shotsshotsr-

ll1g
shots-

ringringrll1grll1goutringoutout ., lierter:: ler mindml1d! began to enen-enen-

tertain

¬.-

tertaintertall1 the illogicalillogical-

"Poachers
illogica-

l"PoJchers
illogical-

"Poachers"PoachersPoachers"PoJchersPoJchers" ,:" 1I thought , saidsaid-

LII
said-

LizLi/LiLIILizLi"They/ "TheyThey"ThelThel"Thell1l1't" won- 'two- nt\\l1l1- 'tl1l1- 'tl1l1- twon- 'two- nt\ ' wantI\-antIant\- to10 findtndtfind-

me
ndnd-

meme TheyThelThel.on'tThe ,, \.on't.ont.on'tont\.won- 'two- ntwon- 'two- nt' wantI\-antIant\- me to seesee-

that
see-

thatthat thevthethe\thetheare,\ are poachingpoad1lng "
LookingLookll1g up ,. she saw severalseveral-

bnght
several-

brightbrightbnght lights and thought withI\-IthIIthIIth-
great

with-

great
\-

great relief thatthJt she,he wasWJS lookingI.JokmgIJokmgI.Jokmg-

at

looking-

at

.

at MurphylurphJ Dome But the lightslights-

begJn
lights-

beganbeganbegJn getting closer andandwerewerewere-

accompanIed
were-

accompaniedaccompanied bvbyb } a "monstrousmonstrous"momtruusmomtruus" "

roar ItItawas\\aa\ aJ 10-passenger10passengerI0-passengerI0) .papa().- , enger TrackTrJck

MasterMJster
MasterOnlvMJsterOnhMasterOnly

OnlvOnhOnly then did it occur tohertDto herher-

thJt
her-

thatthatthJt BobBb:, must have nudemJdemade it toto-

the
to-

thethe DomeDlHne andJnd wasIIJS comingcuml1g! backbJckbJck-

Ith
back-

withwith\\IthIth\ help As.\ , theIhe vehiclelehldesehicle apJp-Jpap-apJp-
pwached

ap-

proached
-¬-

proachedpwached ,. its engineengl1l!' roaringroJnng asJas-

itit broke throughthWl1g1! drillsdrlttsdnft " , Li/LiLIILizLia.s/ a.s-a.sas-asa.-

ssunied
Jas-

surned
., -.

"-

Jte
J-

te
"

suniedurnedsurnedsurnedsiteshesiteheheJwas\\JJ\ sate Shehe neithernelthl'rnelthlrnelthl'r-
I

neither-
yelled

'
yelled
-
veiledI elled nornvr waved\ Jved aJ handhJndhand-

A

hand-

AA, \ leelmgteell1gleehng! oll1lof despairJ pJlr grippedgripped-

hl'r
gripped-

herherhl'rhlr' as.II. the tractortratlnrtratlnrent: went\\entent\ rightnght onlHllHl-

b
on-

bybvbyb , SheheheJwas\\JJ\ , tootou tartJr ottultoff thelIe; trailtrJdtrJd-

fur
trail-

forlorfurfor MNII Sgt Bill ThompsonTl1l1l1lpsnn ,. aJa-

2iyearold22i-year-old2iyearoldM'leJr'o11JleJro11J'-
'-

her
h-

er'
ear-oldearold-' AirAn f-f-fof-urefureI-MICIMIC-- o re, e veteranveterJIl ,' totuto-

seesee,<'ee' her ThompsonThfIlpOn, ) , S SgiSgt JerrvJcrrsJe'r-

n

Jer-

n

Je'rnShlllH1-

er

Jcrrs-

SchoonerSchoonerShlllH1er, andlIldlIldl'I1IIJIlandcisihan, civilianl'I\1IIJIll'IlI1IIJIlcisihan' \ CharlesCharles-
I

( harle\harleharle-
Rnbb

\
I( RobinRohhsRnbb , I) RobinsonRubllhllnRubllhllnllll1tlnl1edcontinuedllll1tlnl1edorituntedllll1tlnl1-
eddn

oritunted-
downdownd\\ndn,)\ 'thth

'
the,' tiailIIJdtrail butbutlltH1soon\lltH1lltH1\ pickedplc--edplcedplced-

up
picked-

up
!-

up Li/LiLitracksLIt,/'' tracksIrlLkirakstracks-

"It
iraks-

"It
, , ,

"ItIt" 'II' wasII J\JJJpplrl'nt\ apparentJpplrl'ntJpplrlnt, ' thatthJt herhelhel-

le

her-

restiestrestle\lele1,1\ ! slops\1,1\1,111stops\ 1,1erl, , ' \ were\\erlerlsere\ ' gellinggelllllggetting muchnllllhnntdhnntdh-

losercloseiloser,11, < "elel" togetherluglthertogether,
,
" saidSJld ThompTl1l1mp-Tl1l1mpThomp-Tl1l1m-

p(1
Thomp-

son
¬-

son\\(1(11\)( HelieliesheeledsheeledwheeledII heeiL'dheeiLd' the machinemJClllllemJCllllle-

.ldUIlJ
machine-

aroundaiound.ldUIlJldUIlJaround.ldUIlJJndaroundand.! andJnd back-trackedbacktrackedhJ.trlcJhak-trickedhaktrickedhJ--.trlc--hJ.trlchJ.trlctrlc, !- -. , !- J totl1 findtfind-
Liz

nJnJ-

LIILi/LiLIILizLiwalkingLIItlklllg/ walking\\tlklllgtlklllg\ , towardtU\\JrdtUJrd\ him111111hint , lieilierherlier-

arms
her-

armsarms wavingssasrngwaving-

Li

IIssasrng-

Liz

JI IIlg

LiLIlLiz? spent, pen t the nightrllght at thethe-
DDme

the-

DomeDomeDDme ,. loundhwndfound out thatthJ ! the AirAir-
Force

Air-
ForceForce is populated bvbyb} aJ lot otuloful-

mce
of-

nicenicemce people and gave thanksthan--sthansthanst-
hat

thanks-
that

!-
that shesite cameCJme out of her fright-frightInoJII-InoJIItrigJtt-trigJttfright-

tul
InoJII-

lul
trigJtt-

tul ' -

tullul experienceexpenence unscathedunscatheunscathed-

"One

unscathed-

"One"OneOne" thingtlung that stilltlll bothersbbothers-
me

thersthers-

meme .,:"' said LizLIZ
, "isis" that as soonsoon-

as

soon-

asas IIsetsetCt!> foot on that tractor , II-

began

I-

beganbegan to minimizeIlllnnTIlzenunirruze; mym} situationsituation-
ThJt

situation-
ThatThatThJtThJtaswas\\asas\ as illogical as thinkingtl1lnk1l1gtl1lnk1l1g-

m
thinking-

mymmy>} rescuers were poachers "

Li/LiLilLizLiMurphy/ Murphy stillst lllovesloves lifehfe onon-

the
on-

thethe ChatanikaChatanlka , but she learnedlearned-

omethlllg
learned-

somethingsomethingomethlllg, the hardhJrd walIaway>) that sheshe-

hopes
hehe-

hopehopeshope thistillS storvstorystorywillwill1\-1111111\- helphelpothersothersotherst-

D
others-

tototD avoidJvold


