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UA Native Student Orientation Services

By MARILYN RICHARDS

The Student Orientation Ser-
vices is a home away from home
for some 200 Native students on
the University of Alaska Fair-
banks campus. SOS was estab-
lished in 1969 1o provide rural
Alaskan Native college students
with counseling. tutoring and
tinancial aid information

“We intercept a lot of the
student difficulties and make the
going smoother than usual and
not a nightmare.” says Toni
Jones. SOS director

Since 1935 only 134 Nutives
have graduated from the Fair-

banks  campus  with  bachelor,
associate and - master  degrees.
Twenty three Nutive students

graduated last year and among
them was Helga Eakon Slaughter
of Unalakleet. Helga received a
Bachelor of Arts degree in kng-
lish. She was also the recipient
of the Tilly Award for the out-
standing  married woman  stu-
dent. the outstanding English
student. and  the outstanding
student in the College of Arts
and Letters. She is now a law
student at the University of Wis-
consin

This spring semester there is a
total enrollment ot 2,779 includ-
ing full and part-time students.
Two hundred are Native stu-
dents under the guidance of SOS
though there are about 30 other
Native students enrolled not un-
der SOS

The Native SOS enrollment
is down by 25 since 40 dropped
out last semester but Jones said,
“that dropout rate is mislead-
ing.” She expluined that these
dropouts aren’t necessarily those
who have tflunked out but many
students transterred. and others
had personal, money and mar-
riage problems. Others are preg-
nant or working. “There are a
lot ot uther things besides ability
that contribute to the drop-out
rate. Many who flunked out had
that ability though so there are
many factors for them.” she add-
ed. “We lost a few and gained
some.”

Last semester there were 36
Natives with a 3.0 and above
grade point average and 16 on
the honor roll. “Kids are coming
in now with more self-confidence
and that makes it easier to work
with.” Jones said

Last vear the SOS English
students under the direction ot
Sarah Isto wrote and illustrated
Theata. a collection ot non-
fiction articles about their way
of lite. Another Theuta publica-
tion will be released later this

Helga Eakon Slaughter
1973 U of A Graduate

"

Toni Jones
S.0.S. Director

spring. Jones said last year's
copy had coast to cosst cover-
age with articles reappearing in
Several sportsmen’s  magazines
and newspapers

Tahetan. a Native youth
group primarily made up of SOS
students is sporadically active on
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campus.  Tahetan sponsored a
potlatch and dances on campus
this year

SOS also is working on the
Festival of Native Arts. The
tunds are stll at the haltway
point with only two weeks to
£0
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COLONEL SANDERS RECIPE

en .
Colonel Sanders' secret recipe of 11
herbs and spices makes his chicken
“finger lickin' good.” Get it by the box,
bucket, or barrel. Bring home his spe-
cial fixin's, too. Slaw, baked beans,
potatoes, and rolls.

Visit the Colonel &
His Friend Next Door

H. SALT ESQ5

1454 Cushman
CALL: 452-1010

i

When you can buy chick-
en like this, why cook?

Summer job placement for
employers and students is anoth-
er service SOS provides. “The
jobs are there but we don't
seen 1o have the bodies to put
in them,” said Jones. She said
there are many jobs available
through the land claims and the
Bureau of Land Management
and financial aid and assistance
in many fields ranging tfrom ac-
cournting to law entorcement

“The latv enforcement pro-
gram Just opened up in Alas-
Ka. Anvone interested in a ca-
reer in law enforcement iy eh-
gible. Even a sociology major
who says he wants to be a pro-
bation officer. The loans are
forgiveable up to 100 per cent
it the person resides in Alaska
a certain amount ot time.” Jones

said
SOS  ofters regular coliege
courses inmath and  English

taught by SOS instructors. These
courses enable students o move
at their own rate while develop-
ing college study and language
skills. Most SOS students are un-
derclassmen. “We sort of push
them out of the nest later on.™
quipped Jones

In 1971 the SOS Advisory
Board instituted a Native Studies
program. The courses in the pro-
gram include skin sewing. Alaska
Native Heritage and Alaska Na-
tive Literature. The programwas
instituted to stress the Native
culture and heritage
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Conference
Delegates

Delegates  to  the Tanana
Chiefs Conference in Fairbanks
included Ronald Sam, Alatna,
Bergman Moses, Allakaket; Ter-
rence. Wharton, Anvik; Gideon
James, Arctic Village; Paul Wil-
liams, Beaver; Randall Baalam,
Birch Creek; Stanley Jonas, Can-
yon Village; Leah Druck, Chalk-
yitsik: Allen John, Circle City;
Carl Charles. Dot Lake: Horace
Biederman. Eagle: Rhoda Musser,
Evansville; Poldine Carlo, Fair-
banks: Richard Carroll Sr., Fort
Yukon: Nick  Alexie, Nikolai:
Henry Ketzler Sio, Nenana: Lor-
raine  Albert, Northway: Liz
Newman.  Rampart: Donald
Honea, Rubv: Virginia Smoke.
Stevens Village: Hamulton Ham-

ilton, - Shageluk: Frank  Miller,
Takoina

Aloo Bob Jonathan, Tana
cross. Hardy  Peter. Tanana,

Steve Fluska, Telidas Ray Demit,
Tetlin, A Woods, Tok, Law
rence Robert, Venetie: Vernon

Miller, Wiseman: Pat Sweetsir,
Galena: Henry Deacon. Gray
ling: David Joe, Healy  Loke.

James Walker, Holy Crosst Tim
James, Hughes: Kenneth Sam,
Huslia; Frankhin Madros St Kal-

tag;  Regina Pilor, Koyukuk,
Ernest Holmes, McGrath: Wal-
ter - Woods Sro Manley Hot

Springs: Joycee Wootard, Medtra:
Richard Frank, Minto, and An-
drew Demoski, Nulato
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for Tanana and Yukon River Villages
also in the Nenana, Clear, Healy areas
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SAVOY BAR
423 2nd

OWNER:
MANAGER

Delightfuily Uniqre!
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ON SUNDAY LISTEN FOR

PIPELINE OF THE NORTH

MIDNIGHT TO 6 A.M. — STEVE THOMPSON
6 A.M.-10:30 A.M. — LARRY STEPNENS
10:39 A.M--3 P.M. — DON BYRON

3 P..-6:30 P.M. — DICK LOBDELL

6:30 P.M.-MIDNIGNT — LAN CARSON

TOM BUSCH AND JIN NEIM

Heard on KIAK ot 6:45 a.m./p.m. and 8:45 p.m. s

ON SUNDAYS FROM 2-5 P.M. Join Jerry Naylor with
CONTINENTAL COUNTRY.

The KIAK Top 20 is previewed every SUNDAY from
6-9 P.M. on COUNTRY COUNTDOWN

LISTEN FOR MONROE RAMS
HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL
WITH DICK LOBDELL AND RICK O'BRIEN

“WORLD TOMORROW” DAILY AT 7:00 P.A.. Sus. §:30 P
THE BIG COUNTRY SOUND FOR ALASKA'S INTERIOR




