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By DONN LISTONLISTON-
Alaska

LISTON-
AlaskaAlaska Native FoundationFoundation-

ANCHORAGE
Foundation-

ANCHORAGE
Foundation-

ANCHORAGEANCHORAGE - Alaska Legal Services Corp . liashas filedfiled-
suit

filed-
suit

filed-
suitsuit against the Bureau of Indian Affairs for failing toto-
provide

to-
provide

to-
provideprovide social assistance to Native women married to whitewhite-
men

white-
men

white-
menmen , but the BIA says they'retheyre' barkingupbarking up the wrong tree .

The case was filed in the U.SUS. . District Court here March
27 , 19755 . It names Rogers C.BCB...
Morton , Secretary of the Interior ;

Morris Thompson , commissionercommissioner-
ofof IndianIndiart Affairs ; ClarenceClarenc-
eAntioquia

Clarenc-
eAntioquiaAntioquia , area director forfor-
Alaska

fo-
rAlaskaAlaska ; Roy Peratrovich ,
superintendentsupetintendent of the AnchorageAnchorageAgencyAgency ; and Ella Craig ,
supervisory socialsocil worker for ththethe-
Anchorage

f

Anchorage area , as defendents .
The complaintc mplaint chargescharg <: s that twotwo-

Alaska
two-

AlaskaAlaska Native womenwomert , who areare-

named
are-

namednamed as plaintiffs in the suitsui.t. , andand-
five

and-
fivefive children of one of the women ,
were denied BIA social assistanceassistance-
because

assistance-
becausebecause the women are legallylegally-
married

legally-
marriedmarried to white men .,

The class action suit waswas'' filedftle l onon-

behalf
on-

behalfbehalfbehalfofof the named plaintiffs ,
HannahHannah.FinnesandHannahFinnesandFinnesand.Finnesand. of AnchorageAnchorage-
and

Anchorage-
andand Flora Rondeau , and her fivefIve-

minor
five-

minorminorCopperCenterchildren , allaUaUofallofof Copper
Center , and any other similarlysimilarly-
situated

similarly-
situatedsituated Alaska Natives .

"DuringDuring" December of 1974 ,
plaintiffs , Flora Rondeau and herher-
children

her-
childrenchildren were , and at'theattheat'' the presentpresen-
ttime

presen-
ttimetime are , without sufficientsufficient-
money

sufficient-
moneymoney to supplysupp y themselve withwith-
the

with-
thethe1the necessities oforlifelife ,:"' the suitshitsuit-
explains

shit-
explainsexplains . "AA" BIABIAsocialsocial workerworker-
told

worker-
toldtold said plaintiffs that they werewere-
not

were-
notnot eligible for general assistanceassistance-
for

assistance-
forfor the sole and exclusive reason

they are married to a non-NativenonNative- ., "
Hannah Finnesand hashas beenbeen-

separated
been-

separatedseparated from her non-NativenonNativenonNative-
husband

nonNative-
husband

-

husband since 1945 , according toto-

the
to-

thethe suit , and during herher-
approximate

her-
approximateapproximate 35-year35year-- period ofof-

separation
of-

separationseparation from her husband , sheshe-

has
she-

hashas received no financialfmancial support
fromsupportfromhim .

As the direct result of the BIA'sBIAsBIA'-
srejection

BIA'-
srejection ''
rejection of her application ,
Finnesand'sFinnesands' landlord obtained aa-

judgement
a-

judgementjudgement against her and she waswa-
sevicted

wa-
sevictedevicted from her one-roomoneroomoneroom-
apartment

oneroom-
apartment

-

apartment and held liable for aa-

substantial
a-

substantialsubstantial amount of back rent .
When contacted in Washington ,

D.CDC. . , regarding the suit, BIABIA-
Director

BIA-
DirectorDirector for Social Services ,
Raymond Butler , explained thatthat-
it

that-
itit might more properlyproperly.haveproperlyhave,. have beenbeen-
addressed

been-
addressedaddressed to the State of Alaska .

"ThisThis'This"' is basically a policypolicy-
question

policy-
questionquestionquestion ," Butler explainedxplained:;. "TheThe"The-
argument

"The-
argument

"
argument really amounts to anan-

issue
an-

issueissue of an agreement that BIABIAhasBIAhas-
with

hashas-
withwith the state . "

Apparently a memorandum ofof-

agreement
of-

agreementagreement between the state andand-
BIA

and-
BIABIA establishes that the federalfedera-
lagency

federa-
lagencyagency will' provide socialsocial-
assistance

social-
assistanceassistance for wom'enwomenworn'enwornen' married toto-
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primarily Native men andand thethe-

state
the-

statestatestateYi1lwfll\Yi1lYi1lwill\ provide for thosethose-
married

those-
marriedmarried to white men .

In addiadditiontion , Butler says the statestate-
did

state-
diddid approve assistance for thethe-

women
the-

womenwomen andandchil.drenandchildrenchildrenchil.dren. named in thethe-
suitsuitt but the assistance was lessless-

tnanThanlessThanthantnan , what they would havehave-
received

have-
receivedreceived from BIA .

"InIn" the state of Alaska , thethe-
legislature

the-
legislaturelegislature has establishedestabli d a ceilingceiling-
onon the amountam Qunt a personperson maymay-
receive

may-
receivereceive in welfare benefits ,"
Butler said . "ByBy" our policy , wewe-

still
we-

stillstill provide fullfu11100100 per cent ofof-

the
of-

thethe primaryneeds,needs ..""

BuglerButlerBu er speculated that BruceBroce C.
Twomleyrepresentingthe, attorney representing
the Native women in the case , waswas-
attempting

was-
attemptingattempting to "getget" the best ofof-
both

of-
bothboth worlds " for Alaska NativeNative-
women

Native-
womenwomen whowh hatahayehave marriedmamedmarriedVhites\VhitesVhitesWhites\ ;

by making it possible for them toto-

go
to-

gogo tq either agency for assistance .

"YouYou" understand,, ininsome\somesome\, somesome-
states

some-
statesstates the reverse would bete) thethe-
case

the-
casecase torforor Indian 'peoplepeople' ,,"" ButlerUUtlerUUtle-
radded

Butler-
addedadded., "YouYou" take placesplaces\placeslike'\',, likelike-
California

like-
CaliforniaCalifornia ,. where the state has lots

of money , they are eligibleeli ble foiforfO-

Imore

for-

moremore from the state than theythey-
could

they-
couldcouldcouldreceivereceive from BIA.."

While the ', BIA denies generalgenera-
lassistance

genera-
lassistanceassistance to Alaska NativeNative-

women
Native-

womenwomen married to non-NativenonNativenonNative-
children

nonNative-
children

-

children resulting from such aa-

marriage
a-

marriagemarriageprovidesbenefits, the agency provides
benefits to similarly situatedsituated-
Alaska

situated-
AlaskaAlaska Native men married toto-

non.Nativ
to-

nonNativenon-NativenonNativenon.NativnonNativ-. women and theirtheir-
children

their-
childrenchildren .


