
editorial
gerard is a good choice
the tundra times was pleased to teamlearn this week of the selection

by president carter of forrest J gerard for the post of assistant
secretary of the interior for indian affairs mr gerard has an ex-
tensive knowledge of indian affairs by virtue of his service with the
senate committee on interior and insular affairs his staff work
with the senate interior committee was instrumental to the design
and adoption of landmark indian legislation in particular the indian
self determination and educational assistance act and indian
health care improvement legislation mr gerards familiarity with
the legislative process working of the interior department and the
respect which he has earned from the indian leadership across the
country should place him in a good position to address the challen-
ges of the newlycreatcdnewly created post

of particular interest to alaska natives mr gerard has previous-
ly demonstrated concern for problems experienced by native groups
and regioregionalnid entities particularly with respectrespec to the question of
whiwhichI1ch alaska native groups should be recorecognizeded as having tribal
status by the federal government while a staff member of the sen
ate interior committee mr gerard responded to requests from reM
gionaldional native organizations such as the tantanana chiefs conference
and advocated that they be recognized as having tribal status for the
purpose of contractingofcontracting for government programs

the tundra times believes mr gerard to be highly qualified for
the assistant secretary position and encourages the support of the
alaska congressional delegation for expedient action to confirm his

nomination by president carter
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