
No need for road
\

I

,

I am curiouscuriQus to know why thethe-

State
the-

StateState ipfpf Alaska Would want to-

spend
toto-

spendspend ,,80801soso much money on a roadroodrood-
to

road-
toto the KanthisnaKanthlsnaKanthasna River . There is-

no
IsIs-

nono need for It ., Hardly anyone
livesanyonelives/theret/1eret1ere andnd the few that do op-
pose

opop-
pose

op-op¬-

pose IIIta 'I'oadIoadruedroad.1road1.:
'

They movedrhovrnovcdd<: there to-

get
tttto)

get awayutvayway from roads ..

HealyalreadyThe StampStampede<:de Road by Healy-

already
Healy

already goes there and it is rarerare-
ly

raremre *.
lyIy used ., Old mailmall trails and-

survey
andand-

surveysurvey line are open and used by-

people
byby-

peoplepeople that live in the area and by-

trappers
byby-

tmpperstrapperstmppers and Natives thattIIat subsist-
off

subsistsubsist-
offoftoff of the land . This is the way-

It
wayway-

itit has been since before recorded-
history

recordedrecorded-
historyhistory . The last thing that anyone-

wants
anyoneanyone-

wantswants to see Is a new fou wheel-

drive
wheelwheel-

drivedrive Ford pulling up along their-

trail
theirtheir-

trailtrail and shooting everyeverythingthins in-

sight
inin-

sightsight and thentIIen leaving jtIt there toto-

rot
to-

rotrot with thetile rest of their trash ..
1tI do not thinktIIlnk that our state-

treasury
statestate-

treasurytreasury willwithstandwill withstand all the-

projects
thetiletile-

projectsprojects thattIIat expansionists keep-

dreaming
keepkee-

pdrelldrelldreamingllng up *., There is already-
talk

alreadyalready-
talktalk of starting iIaa state income fax-

again
faxtaxtax-

aglllnagainagllln .. We could can the road and-

go
andand-

gogo another year tax frefree .

We are talking about hundreds-
of

hundrhundreds<:dsds-
ofof millions of dollars .. That is to-
say

toto-

saysay $$500,000.00500000.0050000000, .. for a feasibility

Non-drinkingNondrinking- trend
'Tp1'111T'p'' the Editor ;:

As 19911991loomll1991loomsloorns on the horizon ,,

with thetile a's-yeta'sasyetas-yet'
- indistinct but-

potentially
butbut-

potentiallypotentially \disruptiveI\lsruptiveIlsruptive impacts oil-

all
onoilon-

allall Alaskans , it is reasonable toto-

note
to-

notenote a trend amonglII1Iong manytoany Native-

Alaskans
NativeNative-

AlaskansAlaskans thattIIat flies in thetile face of-

longheld
ofof-

longheldlong-heldlongheld- stereotypes held by-

many
byby-

manymany non-NativesnonNatives- .. This trend-
makes

IfOnd-

makes
trendIfOnd

makes thetile task of preparing for-

the
forfor-

tiletKetilethe upcoming battle over cor-

porate
cor-corcor ¬.-

porate and landlanl\lanllanlownership\ ownership be-

tween
bebe-

tween
be-be¬-

tween the Native corporationscorporations-
andand potential outside ownersowneowners that-
much

thaI-

much
thatthaIthat-

muchmuch more hopeful ,.
i" *

A good number ofofIIatinNative-
peopleaware /IIatin-
peoploawaro

Native/IIatinIIatin
people-awarepeopleawarepeoplo--awaropeoploawaropeople--aware--- - of theirtIIeir historical-
reputation

historicalhistorical-
reputation

.

reputation for selfdestruction-
are

selfdestructlon-
are

self-destruction-selfdestructionself-destructlon-destructlonself-destruction---- -.¬-
are choosing not to drink or use-

drugs
useuse-

drugsdrugs .. They are making this deci-

sion
decidedeci-decii-

sion
i-i¬-

sion not only In order to feel bet-

ter
betbet-bet¬.-

ter, but in some instances , as aa-

political
a-

politicalpolitical act )ofIf defiance ,.

i,i-

AsAs aIia Native friend pf minemme puts ,,'putsItlItitiItl, , ""SobrietySobriety is a revolutionary-
act

revolutionary
act for AlaskanAlakan, NativesNatives1, '" The

4 k

..

study alone ., Many mmIllionsmillionslllons ofof-

yards
of-

yardsyards of gravel and hurtdredshundredsu dreds of-

tons
ofof-

tonstons Of steel would have to be put-

In
putput-

inin a road bed in the form of fill1111till ,.
Culvertculverts and bridgesbrldgell . The freight-
alone

freightfreight-
alonealone would be a tremenstremen40ustremendousous ex-

pense
exex-

pense
ex-ex¬-

pense .,, The isili very JittjeJittelittle) highhigh-
ground

high-
groundground in thethCi route . The Rex area-
In

areaarea-
inin contrast offers lotlotd of highhigh-
ground

high-
groundground .,

It pretty mucmuch looks like thetilethe-

only
tile-

onlyonly ones that couldould benefit fromfrom-
this

from-
thisthis expressway is thetile big money-
developer

money
developermoneydeveloperthat has his foot In the-

door
thethe-

doordoor and thetile people affiliated-
with

affiliatedaffiliated-
withwith him . He Isn'tIsnt' a believer In-

union
inIn-

unionunion work anyway . It is matter-
of

mattermatter-
ofof public record that our-
representative

ourour-
representativerepresentative of District I has-

always
haihashas-

alwaysalways submitted to an absolute-
minimum

absoluteabsolute-
minimumminimum of union participationparticipation-
Inin all of 20 years of projects that-
he

thatthat-
hehe has had anyanythingtiling to do with .

The fact that he personally-
owns

personallypersonally-
ownsowns land thattIIat would have to bebe-

used
be-

usedused as a base camp probablyprobably-
looks

probably-
lookslooks sweet to him , too . It isis-

rumored
is-

rumoredrumored thattIIat thistIIis is his master-
stroke

mastermaster-
strokestroke to show the traditionaltraditional-
Natives

traditional-
NativesNatives of the area that he is the-

head
thethe-

headhead cheese and that theytIIey mightmight-
asas well sign over what ever elseelse-
he

else-
hehe wants

truly subversive feature of beingbeing-

liober
being-

sobersoberliober is that he thinkstIIlnks clearlytlearly ,.

understands the IssuesISllues confron *.,
ting him and his people , and IsIs-

able
is-

ableable to actpctct with credibility InIn-

ways
In-

ways.,.waysways that were never available toto-

him
to-

himhim during his heavy drinkingdrinking-
days

drinking-
daysdays .

Most of us have never cOn-

sidered
cbn-

sidered
cbn-cbncOn-cOn-.,

sidered sobriety to be anythinganything-
other

anything-
otherother thantharl a personal liberatingliberating-
actact . The thought has not occurredpcCllrredpcCllrred-

to
occurred-

toto most of us that if large numbersnumbers-

of
numbers-

ofof heretofore , more or less frefre-

quently
fre-

quently
fre-fre¬-

quently inebriated people choosechoose-
not

choose-
notnot to drink ,. theretIIere may be social ,

economic and political conse-
quences

conse-
quences

conseconse-¬-
quences which we had, notnot-

anticipated
not-

anticipatedanticipated ,

An example of this trend can bebe-

seen
be-

seenseen in the recently enactedenattedenacted-
policies

enatted-
policiespolicies of the Alaska FederationFederation-
ofof Natives and the Association ofof-

Village
of-

VillageVillage Council PresidentsPresidents-
A

Presidents-
AVCP(AAVCPAYCPVbothycP ) .,

'
bothoth of which have inin-

recent
in-

recentrecent years lidopladoptedd<: policies ofof-

no
,

,
no drinkingdrmkmg duringdunng their annualannual-

meetingsmeetmglmeetings .

t

I

Would it bobe a terrible tragcjiytragedytragedy-

to
trageilytrageily-

tp

,

totp preserve wild lands only E&/;&QQ(())

miles away from ournur second-

largest
secondsecond-

largestlargest metropolitanmetropohtan area ?

Couldn'tCouldnt' it serve as recreation forfor-

stale
for-

statestatestale residents and touriststounsts asas-

w

as-

wellw_ well? It is doingdoins juJURIjust that npwnowflaw aas? 1\1-

ItIt has done for as long as anyoneanyone-
Can

anyone-
cancan remember , Countless sports-

men
sportssports-¬-.

men and Natives can attest to that .

I find it hardbard totltp> believe that-

there
thatthat-

therethere aren'tarent' any conservationists-
around

conservationistsconservationists-
aroundaround to sllsupportstpport} port thistills . There Is-

also
isis-

alsoalso thetile tourism industry . OurOur-

state
Our-

statestate depends heavilyheavliy on tourism .

I challenge you to find a tourist-
that

touristtourist-
tIIatthattIIat comes to Alaska not totl) sese6secse6-

any
sec-

any
*

any accessible wildlands .

ThousandsTlwullljJlds !;)jpfpff touriststOllosts have picpic-

turea
Pic-

tuns
pic-pic¬-

turestureatuns of theirtIIelr Alaskan adventureadventure-
IntnIn thistills area hanging on theirtIIelrtIIelrIv\Iv-

InS
liv\Iv-Iv¬-*

ingInS room wallswalla and In photophoto-

albuma
photo-

albumsalbumsalbuma .

In thetile light of even half ofoftllesooftlleso-
facts

thesethese-
factsfacts ,. a private developer wouldwould-

abandon
would-

abandonabandon thetile project . Our oiloil-

revenues
oil-

revenuesrevenues are on the decline ,. so ,

why do we want to spend alotslot of-

money
ofof-

moneymoney that Is left on something-
that

somethingsometilingsometiling-
thatthat we do not really want?? ???

Frank A Minano Jr-

Nenana
JrJr-

NenanaNenana ,. AK

AAVCPVCP even contacts locallocal-

villages
local-

villagesVillages when any of theirtheir-
representatives

their-
representativesrepresentatives to thetile annual concon-

ferences
con-

ferences
con-con¬-

ferences break thetile rules andand-
become

ndnd-

becomebecome Inebriatinebriatedd<: .,

Having overcome
,
ththe devasta-

tions
devasta-

tions
devastadevasta-¬-

tions of decades of epidemicepidemic-
disease

epidemic-
diseasedisease ,. It wouldWQuld appear thatthat-

many
that-

manymany Native people are beginn-
Ing

beginn-
Ing

beginnbeginn-¬-
ing to deal effectively with thethe-

problema
the-

problemsproblemsproblema of A minority of theirtheir-

number
their-

numbernumber who drink too much ,.

Further , manymallY of those who in the1thethe-

past
the-

pastpast have been alcohol abusersabusers-
are

abusers-
areare choosingchooslns on their own , oror-

with
or-

wltllwithwltllgiveItthetile help of friends , to give
it up . ,

LetLot us applaud ththe Couragekourage , dede-

fiance
do-dode-dedo-

fiance
-¬-

fiance and good sensesensc of tIIose-

who
thosetIIosethose-

whowho have quit drinking or whowho-
will

who-
willwill not drinkdnnk when importantimportant-
business

important-
businessbusiness is being transactedtransactCl\transactCltransactClWe\ . WeWe-

should
We-

shouldshould alall| follow thistIIis goodgood-

example
good-

exampleexample .,

SincSincerelyrely ,*.

JoyCeloyceIoyte SchWettmanSchWettman-
Anchorage

Schwettman-
Anchorage

Schwettman-
AnchorageAnchorage , AKAK-
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