_Johnson
Opens
THIA
Office

Walter:Johnson, 46, wis harr
ed as Community Liaison'Officer

40 open the Tirst office of the

Tlingit and Haida Indians of An
charage (THIA).

Etig Morrison. president 01
THIA inade the announgement
fast week. The office s %n 670
West Fireweed, in the Copk In
let Native Association buglding

Motrison said Johnsod  was
selected because of his experiency
in co rpur.ﬂmn work o aequire
funds to ““mave the position from
i Lcmpnmry one into o permgnent
positon,” and also someong that
can identify with the Ihn;,n and
Haida culture.

' Morrison said the Anahu; e
chapter has grown very fast, but
the total general membcr\hlp has

- notbeen officially tallied. " "That

is part of Mt. Johnson's job to
register all tribal members in the
area,"’ he added.

Johnson's position is being
funded by the Tlingit and Haida
Central Council and Sealaska
Native Corporation, Morrison
said, **So we'll be serving as an

*information center for Sealaska's -

shareholders in Anchorage, and
also we have a corporative agree-
ment with CINA to share
information. "'

“"This is the first opportunity
I've had to work for my people '’
said Johnson. *‘All these years
our people always had to call the
Central Council, of Tlingit and
Haida Indian Tribes in Juneau,
and CINA was helping out some
of us. But now we are going to
have a place that our people can
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get dlrcct aqqrstunu. whon they
‘need it.'
Johnson said  his prelimmary-.

| information shows there are 670,

registered  voters jn the An-
chorage area who are of the tribe, |
“and that number will probably top
1,500 members after adding
childrcn and non-registered
voters,

* Johnson and wife Lupnu Marie
have four children: Leanne, 11,
Junior, 7; Marcus, 6; Emma, 5.
- THIA holds regular! monthly
meetings at the CINA ‘builiding
every second Tuesday, at 7:00
p.m. The new office is opened
from 8:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. on
wu,kduyx The telephone numhu
is 278-4641. ‘



