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I
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'

I.
here '

Alaska leads the nationlIalion in the-

number
thethe-

number
the

number ofofcomputerscotoputerscomputers per studentstudent-
In

student-
Inin public schools , according to a-

recent
a-

recent
ia

recent survey conducted by the-

State
thethe-

StateState Department of EducationEducalion !:',

The annual surveysurveyI,I, conducted-
by

conductedconducted-
byby the OfficeOffice'OfOfficeOf'off InstnictipnalInstnltliQnaIInstructignai Ser-
vices

ScrSerSer-Ser:-
vices , shows that the number ofof-

computers
of-

computerscomputers In Alaska public-
schools

publicpublic-
schoolsschools has grown from '52626 iqillin
1982 to 484,5854585,.' ' in 19841984an1984--an1984an--an 87)-

percent
87)-

percent
87187)87))

percent increase in two years .

AlaskaAlw.kaAlwka. boasts one computer for-

every
forfor-

everyevery 2121.821821.8students... 8 students ,, giving the-

statethe
thethe-

statethestatethe,, most favorable computercomputer-
toto student ratio In the nationIIIItlon ..

SouthSQutll Dakota was reported to-

have
toto-

havehave the most favorable raliratio In-

the
In-

the
in

the Lower 48 with one computercomputer-
for

computer-
forfor every 42.9429.. students ,.,

School districts reported that-

computers
thatthat-

computerscomputers are mostmosl often used tototo-

supplement
,

supplement existing curriculum .,

Students use drill and practicepratlice ex-

ercises
exex-

ercises
ex-ex¬-

ercises ,*, tutorialMorial instructionIrlstructlon ,

simulationsimulatiolj
,

and educational-
games

educationaleducational-
gamesgamesgames\\*
gamesWord

Word processingproceasing emerged as-

the
asas-

thethe second most popular use of-

computers
ofof-

computerscomputers in schools . Some 250-

schools
2'0s-

chools
2502'020'

schools reportedreJXrted! using word pro-

ceasing
propro-pro-

cessing
-¬-

'

cessingceasing in th'ethetile classroom , a $'p3.4-

percent
$3.43.434p3.4p343.4343.4-

percent
.

percent increase since April
1983 .., StudentStudettsSUdellts! * use word process-
ing

proceas-

ing
processproceas-proceasprocess-¬-

ing asaa early btoas primary grades toto-

create
to-

createcreate andanli revise class-
assignments

class-
assignments

class
assignments ..

The majoritymajonty of computer-
s2,822are

computer-
s.2,822are

computer-
s2,822are

computers-computers -
--.-2,822-are2,8222822are.2,822-are.2822are.2,822-2,822--are, ---- located in classrooms-
Others

classrooms-
Others

classrooms
Others are found in computer

,

labs , schoolschooillbllibraries'ries andaidand various-
other

variousvarious-
otherother locationslacalionslocations . PrintersPrinters are atat-

tached
at-

tached
at-at¬-

tached tptllto 1,0611061, computer and-

telecommunication
andand-

telecommunicationtelecommunication modemsmcjdems to
336 computers ,

'

..- Many
M-

any
.-
Many

M-

anyMany Alaska school , districts-
received

districtsdistricts-
receivedreceivedreceived their firstlirst computers-
through

ccomputersmputersmputers-
throughthrough the state-sponsoredstatesponsoredstate-spollsoredspollsoredstatespollsoredE-
ducational

statesponsoredE-
ducational

-

Educational TelecommunicationsTelecqmmunicatlonsTelecqmmunicatlons-
for

Telecommunications-
forfor AlasAlaska*" Project (ETA) from
1977 to 198119$1191$...

,

The most common cmputercmputerl-
anguage

ccomputermputermputer-
languagelanguage taught is BASIC8ASIC , which-
Is

whichwhich-
Isis (aughtlaughttaught in 14142142| schoolsschools.iTheschoolsiThe. (jTheThe sese-

cond
se-se¬.-

cond most Commonommon languagelanlluage Is-

Logo
isis-

LogoLogo,, which Is taught in 110-

schools
1111000-

schoolsschools ..

Equal access to computercomputert-
echnology

computert-
echnologytechnology ,. a major concern in-

other
inin-

otherotherother states ,, tsIs notl10tshot a majomajor;* issue

In Alaska 'GG'schoolssctiogli'OI'IOII. . Unlike the-

Lower
thethe-

LowerLower 48 , ruralrunruralandl andandurbanurban school-

districts
schoolschool-

districtsdistricts have roughly the same-

Computer
samesame-

computercomputer to student ratios . The-
eleven

TheThe-
eleveneleven largest populationpopulalion centers-
In

centers-
in

centers
in Alaska have a computercOf/lputercOflputercotpputer/ to stu-

dent
stustu-

dent
stu-stu-¬-

dent ratio of 1I tctotq) 2222.5225. ' Rural-

Alaska
RuralRural-

AlaskaAlaska school districts have a-

ratio
aa-

ratioratio of 1I to 20.6206. ..

A recent study of 277 small rural-

Alaska
rural-

Alaska
rural

Alaska high schools by Judith-

Kleinfeld
JudithJudith-

KleinfeldKlcinfeldKleinfeld ,. psychology professor-
from

professorprofessor-
fromfrom the University of Alaska-

Fairbanks
Alaska-

Fairbanks
Alaska-Alaska-.

Fairbanks , found that ComputersComputers-
Were

computers-
werewere heavUyheavDyheavily used by 5tudentsktudentsstudents and-

staff
and-

staff
and

staff members said they thought-
computers

thoughtthought-
computerscomputers were making a signifi-

cant
signifisignlli-signllisignifi-signlli-

cant
¬-

cant contributioncontribulion to student-
achievement

student-
achievement

student
achievement..

School districts reported that

2,92929292.929,,. secondary students are cur-

rently
tur-

rently
curtur-turcur-¬-

rently talcingtaking one or more In-

dividualized
In-

dividualized
InIn-In-¬-

dividualized Study by-

Technology
byby-

Technology,technology ((ITIT$))) courses ,, IST-
'courses

1STIST1ST-

tourses'icoursestourses'coursescourses ,, Developedeveloped by the state-
pepartment

state
pepartmentepartment of Education ,, offer-
Multimedia

offeroffer-
multimediaMulti-mediaMultimediamultimediaJmultimediaInstruction--

J
Instruction using-

books
usingusing-

booksbooks , workbooksworkoooks , audiotapes ,

videotapes and computeromputer soft-

ware
softsoft--¬.

ware , 1STIST courses in subjects-
ranging

subjectssubjects-
rangingranging from math ,, reading and-

Alaska
andand-

AlaskaAlaska history to science and-

health
andand-

healthhealth are being used in 124124-

Alaska
124-

AlaskaAlaska schools ,, The courses are-
especially

are
especiallyspeclaily popular in small-
schools

smallsmall-
schoolsschools where teachers must-
teach

mustmust-

teachteach several grades and subjectssubjects-
atatt a time .

trictContinueddistrictContinuedIn the survey , school dldistricttrict
(Continued on FagsPegePage Nine ))



''ComputersComputers
,

\ ComputersCo'mputers
'

aren'tarent' regional :

((\;continuedContinued\ontlnuedontlnued from Page Eight )

personnelper"lnnelperlnnelpetvonnel," indicUedindicatedIndlC/lledIndlClled}/ ae ,need fur-

u
fur

,uidmmued( nunuedntinued ,isqpportsupport of computer-
e

compilercomputercomputer-
cde$cd< lf jcutioncation by both !.the.hehe Department-
o

DepartmentDepartJ\1cntDepartJ1cnt\o,of iEducationducat\onducatonducattin\} tandnd local school-
di

schoolschool-
dldldidp trierstrlcttricts ,,

; ieverucvcmlevbral| factor1facorlfactors! , ratarwtyq re'ponreponresponsible-
to

responsible' lhlelhle-

tototor the successucceslsuccest!' of educational-
computing

educationalducatlonalducatlonal-
computll1gcomputingcomputll1g In AlaskaAla&kaAlaka& In this ear-
ly

ear-earear-
ly

earear-¬-

edtcational
ly IIhabhasehase , according to Paul Berg ,,

educationaledt\catlonaledtcatlonal\ computing speclaspeciaspecialististist-

wi

stst-

WItwiwithWIt\WItWIt.he\! !.the.hehe Department of Educat onon-

OfqceOf44Of
OfqceOfficece of Instructional ServicServicess-

an
ss-

OnqanOnq is the versatilityversatlhty of com-comco\ll-collcotn-cotncotn-

putirs
com-

puUfrs
coll-

put \ --

putpuUfrsputirsr8 as a means of instruction ..

TheyThelY can be used to drill or tutor-

students
tutortutor-

studentsstudents WhoIVho need extra practice ,,

to depict or demonstrate Ideas or-

concepts
oror-

conceptsconcepts ,. and for students to-

writ
toto-

wntwntwritwrite and rewrite assignments Or-

to
Oror-

toto cqommunicateIjommunicateoommunieate electronlcallelectronically-
over

electronically)'overoverjgreatover'greatovergreat' great djdistances-
Unlike

distancesdistancesItancestances-
U tancesIII,

UUnlikehke schools 111in the Lower
4848I1ot,,. 3\mostnost\I1otI1ot, AaAlaska) ka schools havhav4,?

been 'fortunate'ortunateortunatetortunate to have ''uustitftyicntsulfictentsulfictent-
financial

ttiClemttiClem-
inunclU

;
!financialinunclUfinancialresources) resource1resourcesre ouree * to puixhasepurLhaepuri.hasepurihasepuri.hase-

computer
purLhae-

clmputer
. ,

computerclmputer( hurdwurehardware ,, In additionildditionilddition-
the

uddul< JI1JI-

1IletheI/leIle/ DepartmentDepat\mentDepatment\ of EducAtton'hp-
soffered

Educaiion'hasEducaiionhasEduciUlon'hasEduciUlonhasEducAtton'hpsEducAttonhpsEduciUlon'has-
Iftered

''

(offeredIfteredIfteredVork\\VorkVorkworkworkshophop\hophopiihophut*\* (thathut have-

trained
hfcvehaveh veve-

IramedrainedIramedtrained( more thanthall 2,000-
educators

2,00020002,000-
educutor

,,

educatorseducutor& over the pitsp\ppttsfpthree!\ three-
years

three
)'years'ear1ear1 And thflthe seli-contamedselicontamede1/-contall1ede1contall1edsell-containedsellcontainedsellcontained-
Alaska

e1contall1ed-
Alaska

/--

Alaska Computer TrainingTrall1l11g SeriesSeriesI-

SIHIS now availableaVlhlable to all schQO-
Idlsthcts

schoolschQOIschQoIdistrictsdistrictsdlsthcts requesting furthert-
raining

furtherturtherturther-
truInngtramfngtruInngtraining
tramfngTotruInngTotrainingTo

,

To help Alaska schools acquireacquIre-

quahyacquirequalityacquire
qualifyquahyquality, educational softwaresoftwilre , ttheee-

DepartmentDepartmentepl\rtmenteplrtment\ has contracted ssinesinceInfc
1981 to make materialsmatenals from the-

Minnesota
thethe-

MinnesotaMinnesota Educational Com-

puting
Com-

puting
ComCom-¬-

puting Consortium available to-

Alaska
toto-

AlaskaAlaska school didistrictstrlcts at reduc-
ed

reduc-
ed

reducreduc--¬-
ed pricespnces ii-

On

t\t-

OneonOne| other factorfaeor( has been Iiri-

strumental
iri-iri'"-

strurnstrumentalstrumentulntul in111 Alaska'sAlaskasAlaku'sAlakus, '' succes-
with

succes ,
with educationaleducational computingcomputll1g in-

this
11-

1this

m111in
this earlyeary

ihlglii,
) phase , Bergacrg saidasaidslud *' aahlgrhlglihlg )

level {dfit<1t uiopcrutionLooperallOnUiopCtutiOn jndJlldand sharing-
among

shjnnpsharing,hJnn
among educationaleducatonaJedULatiOnaledULatiOnalI! Icompuiorcompuleromputercompuler-
'pe

omputer-
specialistsspecialismspecialists''pepe lahlahIHIH in111 AlaskaAlahka schoolSLhoolsuhuolsuhuol-
districts

SLhoo-
lu"trJct,dlMnctsu"trJctutrJctdistricts"
dlMncts'Wrlercas''WherWher'WrlercasWrlercas'WiierOasWiierOas

'

u , mumurjymanyy Otherolhetdthet 'states-

mandated
'tatehl-

I1undutcd
states'tatehtateh

mandatedlI1undutcd etlucatipnaledu'attgnaieduattgnaieQu (.' atlQnal computing-
requirements

computingcomputn!
requirements ! ,,. AlaskaAlukn, hushUHhas work-work--.

i

.AII.uu< through leuqwMiiplea4vishiplea4vishiphlea4vishipnlrunlnIca c"hlpchlpc"hlpb" bhhv, nlrunln-
onsensu

011101-
1onen

onmum0111011nlrunln" ' )

onenonsertsii-onsertsiionsensuonsertsiifleru, , " ',- fleruHerederI! miIf1,) I<
.
Thi-

iAlaska

ii"
Alaska1\luhka1luhka\ AssociationAWI/&I)11AWI&I)11I11Assoopitrbn)(/ &!() 'lor'ororlot <( >''in-

others
1111'ininm

putersothersuler , inlI1dll.4I1olI1dll4I1ohduc!:hduutmn. firm" ""nnumlaiui<llnlorl1\ullnlorl1uinklrrixul-
netwurkR

mlonnulinklrrixul\ '

networknetwurkR*_ anamwlgamongof g educatorseducuwr, havehaveLhave-

Lbecome
have-

hecome
,

becomehecome strhn'istrhnistrhn'irunic''trllItrllIHitting( $ 'flirUlllhwunthrunic , lortor! or iht-ihttheihtL- Lc x-

chringe
xx-

changechangechringe oflIt ideafIdeUhideas, BergBergal\\alalsaijsaid

I 1111U11 IL" I" it, 11-

lilt

1c" c

i"Ml, ' ', I
I( li" ,..11.-

1"ll"till"lllllilt I' raptHp111' |" '< i1I ii-

in

lluI-

4

tillllu ,

"inI4, 111rut1hI!t f<, 11'"[ i 1i "miiu011 111111k, 'ii11I' " i1 4t\< i1-

third i1itIi1tI-

nell

i

fierinellthird i1inIII! jI ,Nijt'tat" ' 1141ii""t ciluJLii I' Ii
,itI , Ihi" .b)1b1b)-

1title
b)1l)"

Il

1

({..IUlll'I.IUlllIIUlllItluttitletitlerinri '"sidetir"beersbeers<I"I1II1'" ' fdpirii k<, i,( )"MI"II)1111 II""lli I' 'Ill""IIIIli 1,1-

1deritir4idcntitvIdenUt1deritir4, indand<,,,d ii'lot0' ' ajjJI) ionltclnirlil> ntr <!> ' .


