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Villages
I

VillagersVillages prepare for whaling

bybr Bob KowtlukT-

undra
KowelukT-

undra
KowelukT-

undr
KowtlukKoweluk

TundraTundr. Tiros-

Children

TmTimesTirosTime-

sChildren

, .

Children areate seeingscemg and even-

helping
eveneven-

helpmghelpinghelpmg in10 ge1tinqgettinggettm preparations-
completed

preparahons-
completed

preparationspreparahons
completed for thwthIs year'syears' sub-

sistence

sub-

slbtenee

sub-subsubsub--¬-
sistenceslbtenee bowhead whale hunts . In-

the
InIn-

thethe nine whalingvillageswhaling villages from the-

most
thethe-

mOslmostmOsl southern vijlagovillage of Sa-

voonga
Sa-

voonga
So-

voonga
Sa-SaSo-So-

voonga to10 the northeastern most-

village
mOb-

lvillage
mostmObl

village of KaktovikKaktovlk ,,, peoplepeople in-

these
inin-

thesethese communitiescommunlt\escommunltes\ arelire inin a flurry-

of
flurryflurry-

ofof achVactivityIty making intensive-

preparations
Intensive-

preparations
intensive

preparations for whaling ,,.

1I The momost>t visible oreare thtfthllthe whalwhal-whatwhal-

ing
'¬-

a\ ing Captainscaplain5 and crews repairing-

and
repairingrepairing-

andand refitting their skin boatsboots ,. or-

making
oror-

makingmaking ready the many yards of-

rope
ofof-

roperope and floats ,, or groups of-

whaling
ofof-

whalingwhaling crews and villagers who-

chop
whowho-

chopchop pressurepre5sure ridgesndges level in-

order
InIn'-

I
'
'IIbyIorder to make trails to be usedu5Cd byby-

hunters
by-

hunterstr
I

huntershunterstr
water'swaters
travelingtr vellngveling from the beachbeafh-

to
beach-

to
beachbeafh

to the water'swaterswaler'swalers' edge .

iI LessLe5S visible are the men clean-

ing

cleanclean--¬.
,

ing and inspecting their whaling-
harpoons

whalingwhaling-
harpoonsharpoons and shoulder5houlder guns ,,

preparing the bombs to be used-

in
usedused-

inin the hunts ,, or sharpensharpening109 meat

hookshook5 and cuttingcuttmg tools-

There

toolstools-

ThereThere is excitement and hope-

in

hopehope-

Inin each of the whaling com-

munities

com-

mUnities

com-comcomcom-¬-
munitiesmUnities .. And this closecl05e to the acac-

tual
ac-ac-¬.

tual huntsnunts perhapsperhap5 a crewman-
tries

cremant-
rie5

crewmancreman",
triestrie5 on a new parka which a llby-

ed
lOv-

ed
lOv-lOvlby-lbyv-

cd
v-v--

edcd one hand-sewedhandsewedhand-5Cwed5Cwed- during the-

winter
thethe-

winterwinter . 'The'the clothing may even be-

a
bebe-

a,a new hat,, a pair of warm mit-

tens
mit-mitmlt-

ten
mitmlt-mlt¬-

tens-tenstenssealskinten &-,

,, sealskinseallkln pants or mukluks ,,

Men , over the winter monthsmonth5 ,

have been working patiently in-

specting
InIn-

5pectlng
In-In¬-

specting5pectlng and repairing their-

equipment
theirtheir-

equipmentequipment .

The Alaska EskimoEbkimo Whaling-
Commission

WhalingWhaling-
Comml5510nCommissionComml5510n has done itslis share-

improving
shareshare-

Improvingimproving the bombs used In the-

hand
thethe-

handhand thrown whaling harpoon-
and

harpoonharpoon-
andand shoulder5houlder guns ., TheseThe5C newnew-

bombs
new-

bombsbombs are expected to be more-
effective

moremore-
effectiveeffective ,, powerful and could-

held
couldcould-

helheldhel decrease fheIhethe numbersomber of-

whales
ofof-

whalC1whaleswhalC1 struckstrock but los-

Families

losslosl-

Families

losl/losllos//los//tt-
FamiliesFamilies are cleaning their ice-

cellars
Ice-

cellars
ice

cellars getting them ready for the-

meat
thethe-

meatmeat and muktukmukluk that could be-

stored
bebe-

storedstored there for winter following-

Continued
followingfollowing-

Continued(Continued on PagfcPage Twelve )
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Villagers prepare for
'

spring whalingwhaliDg ,

.

(Continued from PagePege Four"ourourpour" )} II-

I

I-

attaI
a successuccessfulM hunt ,,. Members oforthlthe-

whaling
the:

whahngwhaling communities ar-

Yotunteering
ar

volunteeringyolunteeringYotunteering their time 'and'imdimd'imdefandofcfefofof-

forts
,,

fortsfol1s to +''makemake the hunt Ia sucsuesue-

cessful
;

cessfttlcessful one . Women arepre getting-
organized

gettinggetting-
organizedorganized so that they are ready-

to
readyready-

toto cook foodatfood at their homes both-

for
bothboth-

forfor the brews located on theboth\bothice-

Ind
IceIce-

Imd

\

kndImdInd; for the feast heldhold at their-
1iomes

their
1iomeshomesomes aftcfafter a successful hunt ,,.

ii-

It

\

Ith is qa timelime for intensive-
preparations

Intensive-
preparations

intensive
preparations ,, although ftaplotlot of it 11-

has
II-

hasbushas been donedpne throughout thethe-

yearyearear Some of the preparation-
may

preparationpreparation-
maymay seem more visible or-

glamorous
oror-

glamorousglamorous , but all thpthe prepara-
tions

prepara-
tions

preparaprepara-¬-
tions arearc necessary and equallyequally-
Il1portant

equally-
importantimportantIl1portant] .,.

And it isn'tisnt' withoutwlthoul pressure-
t

pressurepressure-
thatt that the whalers are makingmakmg their-

preparations
theirtheir-

preparationspreparations .. They arearc under a-

great
aa-

greatgreat deal of prepressuresure to suc-

cessfully
sucsuc-

cessfully
suc-suc¬-

cessfully conclude the springspnng sub-

sistence
subsub-sub-

sistence
-¬-

sistence bowhead whale hunts ..

Some of the pressure comes from-

competition
fromfrom-

competilloncompetitioncompetillon between crews worl4-

ing
worK-worKworl4-worl4worworK-

ing

--

ing for that moment when they-

choose
they

choosehooe$ to10 uusee their skills in strik-

ing
stnk-

ing
strikstnk-stnkstrik-¬-

ing the whale or from waiting for-

the
forfor-

thethe right windswmds , currents , ice and-

open
andand-

openopen sea conditions .. AdditionU-
lpressure

AdditionalAdditionUlAdditional-
pressurepressure comesconies from the comcorn *'
munitiesmunltlesmuniues hunger for that much *ananyany-

ticipated
u>,

ticlpatedllcipatedticipated time when they can eat-

the
eateat-

thethe frefreshh muktukmuklUk .. Boiling mukluk-
when

muklUk-

when
muktukmuklUk

when It'iItiIt'sIts' fresh is soft and easy to-

chew
toto-

chewchew , but after ith hashMhaq been frozen-

the
frozenfrozen-

thethe muktukmttktuk when cookedcooked-
becomes

cooked-
becomesbecomes hard to chew .

But with many huntershUllters today ,,

it is not these age old concerns
\

""theythey"thdythdythey and their ancestors have-

de4l

have-

de.11
have

de4l
deiltide.11de11de.11with. with ., Itft Is a pressure of a-

la
aa-

lowlalow quota and short time with-

which
withwith-

whichwhchwhich| to uusee It to succeed fendImdand aa-

high
a-

highhighhighchancesfu1huntchance for an unsucceunsuccesunsuccessfulsfu1fuifui-

hunthunt .

At OambellOambellthethe whaling crewscrews-

are
crews-

arearearecarefully'\'carefullycarefully\carefully awaiting the right-

conditions
nght-

conditions
rightnght

conditions before putting their-
skin

theirtheir-
skinskin boats into the water ,.

""We'veWeve'' been seelrigseeing whales-

just
whaleswhilleswhilles-

justjust about all year longtong , " Merlin-

Koonooka
MerlinMerlin-

KoonookaKoonooka ,, an AEWC member-
said

membermember-

IiI saidald ., "'""ButBut''ButBut for the past several-

weeks
severalseveral-

Weeksweeks we'veweve' been seeing-
bowhead

seeingseeing-
bowhead\\WeeksWeeksboWhead whales pretty regularly .

There are open leadsles ;: there is-

open
isis-

openopen water out there ..

, ""We'reWere'' now in the process of
kellmgjgettingofkellmgofjgettinggetting ready for the whaling-
season

whalingwhaling-
seasonseason , " Koonooka saidpaidId ,, ""which-

could
"which-

could
"whichwhich

could be any day now .. In fact if-

it
ifif-

Itit wasn'twasnt' for the quota we'dwedwc'dwcd'' be-

underway
bebe-

underwayunderway . But at this time we-

want
wewe-

wantwant to be careful .. We don'tdont' want-
tc

want-

IQ

want
tcIpIQ strike out before landinglandmg a-

w1lale
aa-

ww1lalewwiale) ale .

""LastLast'"'LastLast"Last' year or the year before ,,

we had jujustt a couple of good daysdays-

of
days-

ofof good weather and we struck-

out
struckstruck-

outout on our quota .. On the other-

hand
otherother-

handhand , it used to take a1\1\1goodgood-

sevehil
goodgood-

sevetajseveralsevetajsevehil weeks , at least a month on-

the
onon-

thethe average ,, ininlri the earlierearher days-

before
daysdays-

beforebefore the quota . But because of-

the
ofof-

thethe quota , whaling can last only-

One
onlyonly-

oneOne day . SoSQS4 likelake I said ,, we have-

to
havehave-

toto bbe? really parefulcarefularefultoto make sure-
that

suresure-
thatthat Wewe strikestnke and land bur-
whales

burhurhur-
whilleswhaleswhilles ,, " Koonooka said ..

""It'sIts''' stillsull kindkmd of cold here .

The water stillsull freezes up to form

I
,

young Ice all over yet ,,! 'That-

makes
1'hat-

makes
That1'hat1hat

makes itIi kind aof! ' hard to $getel by-

from
byby-

fromfrom one placeplac4 to another by skin-

boats
skinskin-

boatsboats ,. This would givegl\leglle\ the whales-
a

whaleswhwes
a.a chance to get away easily just-
by

justjust-
byby swimming . The ice conditions-
right

conditionsconditions-
rightright now favors theme whalewhMe ,

you'veyouve'' got a good chehchancence ofoffonosi-
ng

onos-onos'

loslos-

ing
los-los¬-

ing a.a wnalewhale thatthai way now *.,
"""It'sIts' ,

getting warmerwllrmer everyday ,

all we need is the right condi-
tions

condi-

tions
condicondi-¬-pavetotions . And so likejlakeJhkeI, say , we pavehaveav

to be really careful ; yve",wee have on-

ly
onon-

ly
on-on¬-

ly twotWQ Whaleswhales-whaleswhalesonly-- only two strikesstrikes-
allocated

ststrikesikesikes-

allocatedallocated to us this year , "
Koonooka said-

So
saidsaid-

So
said-

SoSo for now , the whalingwhalang caws-
at

crewscawscreWS-

atat Savoonga are preparing for the-

hunt
thethe-

hunthunt .. If a boatboal needs aII new skinskin-

aa new one is stretchedoverstretched over the-

skin
thethe-

skinskin boat frame , they paint It,, put-

a
putput-

aa keel on complete with an Ivory-

or
Ivoryivory-

oror a plastic slideshde . GettingOetting the-

whaling
thethe-

whalingwhaling gear ready consists $pf-

many
pfpf-

many
> f

many chores suchsbch as inspecting-
and

inspectinginspecting-
andand cleaning the weapon : ,,

loading shellsshels! , and reprimin-
bombs

reprlminrepriminrepnminp
bombs .. MotorsMotors are checked to-

make
toto-

makemake sure they survived the-

winter
thethe-

winterwinter cold Without damage . TheThe-
masts

;,

mastsma&tsmats& , sailssalls ,, aII good many yards ,,

of harpoonharpooh linehne are also checked ,

Koonooka said ..

The forces withwltl1 which thesethese-

whalers
these-

whatetswhalerswhatets must deal with are enor''¬

mousmoos ,,.
v,
,IceIce jams can sometimes-

form
somellmes-

form
sometimessomellmes

form ,. strandingstrandmg a whaling party-
miles

partyparty-
milesmiles offshoreoffbhore with not enough-
water

enoughenough-
waterwater to put a boatboal on to ,. in-

cidents
'n-'nnin-in''n-

ldents
In¬-

cidentsldents such as this out at sea cancan-

be
can-

bebe fta dangerous situation Whalers-
today

WhalersWhalers-
todaytoday use skills learned by

generations of hunters . They read-
the

readread-
thethe slgnsigns' of the wind , weather ,

sea currenturrentsCurrents? , ice formation andand-

movements
and-

movementstheyhavemovements to make suresutCIsure they
have a safe hunt ., But sometimes-
the

sometimessometimes-
thethe the thingsthmgs not expected to haphapphap-
ppen

.*

unexl'Cftedcouldunexpectedcouldpen does happen ., The unexl'CftedunexlCftedunexpectedunexpected'could be a whale lashing out nlalat aIIee-

boat
I-

Iboalboatboal , capsizing it ., 'perhapsperhapsI'erhapIerhap aa-

llsllor
a-

visitor\visitor\llsllorllsllor could form an Idea of the-

power
thethe-

powerpower of the wind and currentscurrents-
onon (Ihethehe sea by watching from the-

shore
thethe-

shoreshore .

Sea currentscurrents , or even the windwind-

will
wind-

willwill push icebergs or new floesnoes ofof-

young
of-

youngyoung ice easily . Once the ice is-

moving
IsIs-

movingmoving itII Is finan irresistable force .

And sometimes atal OambellGambell peo-

ple
peo-

ple
peo-peopeopeo-¬-

ple there stand In awe watchwatching-
a

watching109109-

aa floesnoes of young ice pushed by-

wind
byby-

windwind or currents slowly pile up-

onshore
upup-

onshoreonshore to heights of over 30-

feet
503050-

feetfeet .

""ItIt" sometimes becomes a daidai-

ly
dal-

ly
dai-daidal-dal¬-

ly chore chopping away the ice-

that
Ice-

Ihat
ice

thatIhat piles up on shore near wherewhere-

the
where-

thethe whalingwhilling boats will be launch-
ed

launch-4launch4-.
ed , " Koonooka said . Big floesnoes of-

ice
ofof-

iceice go by , and some of them hit-

the
hithit-

thethe beach causing pile-upspileups-- ;;

pressure ridgesndges ,. So sometimessometimes-

there's
<

\

there'ithereithere'sthereshere'sheres' a lot of warworHwork involved ,

even before putting the boats in-

the
II-

Ithe

InIII

the water .

""UnderUnder ideal conditionsconditionse-
verybody

conditionse-
verybodyeverybody goes out , " KoonookaKoonooka-
said

Koonooka-
saidsaid ,. '"'WeWe"We' are waitingwailing for IdealIdeal-

eondltions
ideal-

conditionsconditionseondltions . The wind and current-
have

currentcurrent-
havehave to be rightrighl . The air-

temperature
airair-

temperaturetemperature must be warm-
enough

warmwarm-
enougenougenough" to keep young ice from-

forming
fromfrom-

formingforming . We'reWere' waiting for a-

large
aa-

largelarge body of water to open upup-

i
up-

nearinearear theIhe village so we can go out-

sailing
outout-

sallingsailingsalling for the bowhead whales . ".
Barrow is the home of the-

AEWC
thethe-

AEWCAEWC headquarters . MeetingsMeetirlgsMeetifgsMeetirlgs-
to

Meetifgs-
toto discuss the issues surroundingsurroundmgsurroundmg-
the

surrounding-
thethe hunting of whales are often-

conducted
oftenoften-

conductedconducted in Barrow ,. ThereThere-
leaders

There-
leadersleaders from different whalang-

communities
whalingwhalangwhaling-

communitiescommunities make their concerns-
known

concernsconcerns-
knownknown . Many of the bowhead-
whale

bowheadbowhead-
whalewhale studies are also conductedconducted-
InIn Barrow .

""RightRight"RighIRighI now we'rewere' in a veryvery-
skepticalskepticalveryskepticalsituationsltudtlon , " Arnold-
Brower

ArnoldArnold-
BrowerBrower , Jr ., a member of the-

AEWC
thethe-

AEWCAEWC saidSUld ""SomeSome ofofthethe crews-
don't

crewscrews-
don'tdon'tdont' feel likehke it'sits' worth theirtheir-

lime
their-

timetimelime to go out for the whalingwhahng this-

year
thisthis-

yearyear . They'reTheyre' relying ortoriod other-
crews

otherother-
crewscrews to catch the whales and in-

that
In-

thut
in

thnlthutthat way getgel their share .

""WeWe are under greaigreat deal of-

pressure
ofof-

pressurepressure thttthis} year . ItII would be-

better
bebe-

belterbetterbelter to hunt with no quota , ', I*I-

BrowerBroweiBrower* said ,.

Brower said some whaling cap.¬

tainstamstarns and the communitiescommunilles feel-

betrayed
feelfeel-

betrayedbetrayed by the federal govern-
ment

govern-
menl

governgovern-¬-
mentmenl ,. The whale counts have-

shown
havehave-

shownshown more whales being-
counted

beingbeing-
coucoucountednted each year .

*II"'EvcnEvcnJvenIIJven"eveneven' ! though the whalewhwe counts-

have
countscounts-

havehave risen quite aII titfit? It fromfront since-

the
sincesince-

IhetheIhe first time theseIhese whales were-

counted
werewere-

countedcounted ,
"" BrowcrBrower said , '"""the-

whale
"thethe''thethe

,. whale quotas have not been rais-
ed

rais-
ed

raisrais-¬-
ed for us .

I"""WithWith'WtthWtth'With' the kind pfoff education ,

technicallechnical support and foplOp notch'equipmen-

t
notchnotch'equipmen-

t'-

equipment
e-

quipment''- equipment
e-

quipment
'-

equipment
e-

quipment we'veweve' been using in-

these
inin-

thesethese whale counts , I1 thinkthmk the-

federal
thethe-

federalfederal governmentgoveflrnient is negligent inin-

It's

in-

it'sit'sits' trust responsibility to our peo-

pie
peopeo-peo-

ple
-¬-

plepie . The federal government has-

a
hashas-

aa commitment to another country-
on

countrycountry-
onon the whaling issue , " BrowerBrower-
said

Brower-
saidsaid , ""andand that'sthatsthat'sVhy' \Why\VhyVhy the govern-
ment

govern-
menlls

governgovern--¬-
mentmenllsis notnOlllvlngliving upuptoto it'sitsII'sIIs'' trust-

responsibility
frust-

responslbilil
trustfrust

responsibilityresponslbilil)' ,.
""

N,iNI

-.

I

Closerloser tptqto theIhe hearts of the ped-

ple
pad-

I'le

peckpad-padped-ped--

'I'leIleplemustcarryis the burden a captain mustmustmust-

carrycarry for the awesome responrespon-
sibility

respond

sibihtyslbilatysibility of losing a whale that hadhad-

been
had-

beenbeen struck but lost ., The footfoocffoodfood-
denied

(

denied to10 him and his people ,)

with each day at the dinner table-

Is
tabletable-

IsIs a painful reminder of failure .

For this reason , whaling has-

become
hashas-

becomebecome a controversial issue in-

some
In .

some villages . Some communitiescommunities-
dodo not want the bad press they say-

they
saysay-

theythey receive If their quouquota perhaps-

for
perhapsperhaps-

forfor a moment is in reach , only to-

be
toto-

bebe lost the next ,.

Things happen during a hunthunt-

that
hunt-

thatthat no one can control.. The toss-

of
loss-

of
tossloss

of a whale hurts not only the-

whaling
Ihe-

whaling
theIhe

whaling crew but the whole com-

munity
com-

munity
comcom-com-com¬-

munity as well And perhaps it is-

this
isis-

thisthis sadness they wishwlbh to10 keep atat-

home
at-

homehome in their communitiescommunities-
without

communities-
wllhoutwithoutwllhout having itII spread out to-

other
10-

other
to10

other people , otherolher communities-
who

communitiescO11ffiunitiescO11ffiunities-
who

[
who can'tcant' understandunderstand their lossloss-

These
loss-

TheseThese thoughts Occaslonwlyoccasionally enterenter-

aa hunter'shunters' mindmmd , but now for-

many
forfor-

manymany they are preparingpreparmg for the-

subsistence
thethe-

subsistencesubsistence hunts .

In Barrow the hunt could begin-

anytime
beginbegin-

anytimeanytime withiwithjtwithq- ) -Jhethe next two-

weeks
twotwo-

weeklweeksweekl.

""SomeSome crews go out by April
10 , " Brower said , ""whilewhile somesornesorne-
other

some-

othersothersother, go whaling some seasons-
us

seasonsseasons-
asasus late as AprilApri) 20 . It varies-

We've
variesvaries-

WeWeWe'veWeve' e heard some bowheadsbowheads-
were

bowheads-
werewere sighted down at Point Hope-

And
HopeHope-

AndAnd that'sthatsthat'pthatp' enougenough to get people-

riled
peoplepeople-

riledpreparedbyriled up here and to get preparedprepared-
byby the weekend .,

""ThereThere are about 28 whaling-
crews

whalang-

crews
whalingwhalang

crews in BarrowBarcowBarraw ,. The number-
vanes

numbernumber-
vanesvanes and it depends on the-

number
thethe-

numbernumber of crews thatIhat areare-

prepared
are-

preparedprepared and ablablq to go hunting-
Some

huntinghuntmghuntmg-
SomeSome years , it depends on the-

weather
Ihe-

w
theIhe

wweatherather sometimessomellmes to see who-

goes
whowho-

goesgoes .

""It'iIti"It'sIts'' ththe ones thatthut are prepared-
and

preparedprepared-
andand ready to go ; they'retheyre' the onesones-

that
ones-

thlltthatthllt count , " Brower saidsaid-

"Some
said-

"Some""SomeSome folks , some crews-
whose

crewscrews-
whosewhose boatsbOllts need repairs havehave-

repaired
have-

repatredrepairedrepatred their boutsboats structurally-
Some

structurallystructurally-
SomeSome have even gone as far as-

building
asas-

buildmgbuildingbuildmg new ones They are put-

ting
put-

ting
putput-¬-

ting some new skskinsms to cover theirtheir-
bOllts

their-

boatsboutsbOlltsboats They want to make suresure-

their
sure-

theirtheir boats are duradurablehie . "
""WomenWomen , of coucourse , havehuvehate donedone-

their
done-

theirtheir part in sewing the skins In-

such
inin-

suchsuch a way to makmake
,

(themIhemhem water-

proof
water-

proof
waterwater-¬-

proof . Once the skins are sewn-

they
sewnsewn-

theythey are stretchedstretchedonon the skin boatboat-

frame
boat-

frameframe . And once nature has com-

pletely
comcom-¬-

pletely dried the skin , it is painted-

to
painted

to10 makemllke it waterprdofwaterproof ,
"" BrowerBrower-

added
Brower-

addedadded .,

WhalingWhalang fecalboatoat captainscaptams in Bar-

row

Bar-

row
BurBar-Bar¬-

row do not measure their skinskin-

covered
skin-

coveredcovered boats in feetfeel , bul-

measure
butbulbut-

measuremeasure them acaccordingordlng to-

Brower
10-

Brower
to10

Brower, by the number of oognik-
hides

oogrukoognikoogruk-

hideshides useused to cover them ,.
II-

"So""SoSo right now they'retheyre' in-

preparation
InIn-

preparationpreparation fullhill force right nownowt , "
said Brower . ". AI/oIo/. normal sixc-

whaling
sizesixcsize-

whalingwhaling boat is about six bogruk-
skins

oogrukbogrukoogruk-
skinsskimskins * Several whaling prews-

have
prews

1>1-

anticipating
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