SEN. EBEN HOPSON FILES
FOR SECRETARY OF STATE -

Full-Blooded Eskimo
First Native To File
For Executive Office

By THOMAS SNAPP

State Senator [hen Hopson,
of Barrow, has thrown his hat
i the race for
State.

And i so doing he becomes
the first Native Alaskan o
file for so high a post.

Hopson, a Democrat and ma-
vor of the state's  farthest
north city, mailed his declara-
tion of candidacy to Secretary
of State Hugh J. Wade yester-
day. .

Seeretary of

“My biggest concern is the
Democratic  Party —itself,”’
Hopson said in an interview.

“I feel T can be of service
in enhancing the possibilities
of retaining the govemorship.”
He explained he felt he could
do this by obtaining support
in the outlying arcas of the
state.

In elaborating, he said the
conduct of some legislators
had not been good for the
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Democratic Party and that the
Republicans  would make a
campaign issue of it.

“They always make an is-
sue out of incidents at the
legislature but this year I ex-
pect them to do so more than
usual,”” he said.

boys, ranging in from 3
years to age 22

He has been a member of
the Barrow city council off
and on for the past 16 years,
is a captain in the Alaska No-
tional Guard, a member of the
Barrow Chamber of Commerce,

age

Despite the press coverage™ Mnd a member of the Commit-

over wrangles, Hopson said he
felt the Legislature had done
an excellent job considering
its  number  one  problem,
money. He  pointed with
pride to the bond measures
which were formulated for re-
. gional high schools, Univer-
sity buildings and improve-
ments, and for roads and air-
ports.

Hopson  said he was not
aligned with any one guber-
natonial - candidate  and  be-
lieved if he won the Seeretary
of State nomination, he could
team up with whoever becomes
the Democratic choice to run
for governor.

Hrv(vwn has been on lhc poli-

tival scene fo
served one term in thv terri-
torial House of Representa-
tives and hds served in the
slate senate since statchood.
This session he was vice
chairman of the Local Govern-
ment Committee, a member of
the Health, EFducation and
Welfare Committee and a mem-
ber of the Legislative Council.

Recently he said he had
been  promised “support from
Southeast Alaska and he said,
“H 1 do not carry the North-
west District it will be the
first time."

Hopson . was borm and has
Hived all his life, with the ex-
ception of 3% years during
World War 11, in Barrow. He
has 12 brothers and sisters,
and he and his wife, Rebecca,
have 12 children, 5 girls and 7

tee for Native Housing which
Senator Bartlett arganized re-
cently.

As a matter of fact, Hopson
leaves tomorrow for Washing-
ton, D.C. to testify in support
of Bartlett's housing bill.

During World War 11, Hopson
was stationed for 15 months
in Nome, 6 months in Anchor-
age, and for more than a year
was assigned to a  tughoat
which traveled the  Aleutian
Chain from Adak and Attu to
Dutch  Harbor, Kodiak, and
Seward.



