Mueller

Appeal

In Supreme Court

\ former State Employe who
lost s jod inan attempt to
help  the Native people of
Tanacross has appealed s
case to the Alaska Supreme
Court.

Richard D. Mueller, through
IFairbanks attorey Steve De-
Lisio, entered rniotice of ap-
peal in Superior Court Clerk’s
office here yesterday.

Mueller was fired from his
job with the State Division of
Lands last April 1, for ques-

tioning the state's selling of

Lake George “‘wilderness es-
tates’ at  tht New  York

‘bation™’

World's Fair.

Mueller pointed out that the
State did not have clear title
to the land, and that the In-
dians of Tanacross had filed a
protest against all state land
selectionT in the arca.

When he was fired, Mucller
protested | the firing to the
State Personnel -Boarel, but the
Board refused to hear the case,
because Mueller was, at the
time of the incident, on *‘pro-
in this job.

Superior Court Judge William
Taylor in Fairbanks upheld

(Continued on Page 8)



Mueller Appeal.

(Continved from Rage 1)
the Personnel Board’s deci-
sion three weeks ago.
Mueller, now living in An-
chorage,  hesitated  before
making the decision to ap~
peal upward to the Supreme

Court. Over a year has passed
since the time of his firing. .
After  Taylor's . decision

came down, he said: “1 don't
see any further use to appeal
the decision, since it appears
hopeless.™

But then, as the April 25
deadline  for appeat neared,
the Mucellers decided to con-
tinue the fight anyway.

T

Ador based his decision
to reject Mueller's  Superior
Court appeal on the  same

reasoning that the State Per-
sonnel Board followed in re-
fusing to cven hear the pro-
test over his firing.

He had just been promoted

to state Land Sales and Lease
officer, and by state civil
service rules was  automati-

cally on the one-year proba-
tion period.

The higher position—sales
(u'( nt of the Lake George
states” being sold at the

World's IPair-led Mueller to
investigate  titles  on the
fand. [t was part of his job.

When he  discovered  the
Tanacross  Indian  claim  on
the tand," he - attempted to
bring the situation 1o light to
save the Staie embarrassment
in-the future.

!

ad, he was told by su
periors - that the sale would
go ahead as planned, and that
he would press s investiga-
tions no farther.

He knew the nvestigation
was part of his job, mul he
felt the rights of the Tan
Indians  were being
“brushed aside.” He origin-
ally got wind of the claim
when a Fish & Game officer
i the area told him of the
Tanacross  Tudians  telling
white trappers o keep out of
the  George dake arca, and
that the Tand was theirs.

Later, he asked Burcau of
Indian  Affairs officials if
protest had been filed on the
arca, and was fold there had
been.

The actual firmg
bout arter Mueller traveled to
Fairbanks on his own to con-
for with BIA nflnmls about
the clmm. While i Fairbanks,
he received atelegram saving
that he was to return to the
Tanacross area, “‘tmmediate-
ly," and after he was there,
he was told that he had been
terminated  for ““‘anauthori zcd
from his job.

Cross

came i

absence’



