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Dear Senator GrueningGruenlngGruening-

Undoubtedly

,

Undoubtedly you were quite aware that your charge thattth'htthhtth'ht-

Native

' tt-

NollveNativeNollve landlandclaimsclaims were holding up state development wouldwoujdwoujd-

generate
would-

generategenerate some controversy . ( Fairbanks DailyDally News-MinerNewsMinerNews.MInrNewsMInrNews-Mine'rMine'r-. .!' ,

AprilAprol 13 , 1966 .) As anon individual ,
IIwantwant to state my disagreedisagree-disagree-

ment
disagree-

ment
-¬-

ment with your approach to10 the Native claims andarid to the slurslur-

placed
slur-

placedplacedplacedonon the NativeNollve citizensCltl zens ' claims though they oreare exerexer-exer-
CISing

exer-
cising

¬-

cising their legitimatelegilimate right ofofuSingusing the legalleg 1 processes toto-
clOIm

to-
claimclaimclOIm what they believe is" rightfully theirs .

You cannot pin the responsibilityresponSlbdlty for the present chaoticchaollcchaollc-
state

chaotic-
statestate ofofaffairsaffairs of Alaskan lands on the Natives . There hashas-
been

has-
beenbeen ample timelime since the Treaty of Cessionjesslon: in 1867lB67 to interInterinter-inter-

pret

¬.-

pret its provisions . Now that we are finally taking limitedlmtedlmteda-
ction

limited-
action

, ,

action on anon issue whichwhch, has been allowed to nde-lndelride-IrideI- prayproy thatthat-
the

that-
thethe claims willwoll be allowed to be heardheardandandandaa lustjust| ust andandequitableequitableequitable-
settlement

equitable-
settlementsettlement be modemade in real property or in cash-dependingcashdependingcosh-dependingcosh- onon-
comprehenSive

on-
comprehensivecomprehensive hearings with full participation of AlaskanAloskonAloskon-
Natives

Alaskan-
NativesNatives .

The "civilizingcivilizing"clvdclvd" . zing " process having been in progress forfor-

many

for-

manymany years , we are realizingteal , zing the value of landlandandandandwhotandwhatwhatwhot maymoymoy-
lie

may-
lielie beneathbeneathItwhyit-whyitwhy- shouldshouldwewe not be givengven, anon opportunity toto-

press
to-

presspress claimsclOIms for real property settlements '? I don'tdont' think youyou-
should

you-
shouldshouldshouldrulerule out the possibilityposslbollty of landlandawardsawards by the fiatfat, ofof-

Congress
of-

CongressCongress or the Interior DepartmentDeportment without considering NativeNat.veNatveNative-

Realizing

Nat.ve-
opinion

Native-
opinion

.

opinion on the matter .

Realizing that Congress has the ultimate power over whatwhat-
ISis done with Native lands ,

I feel that you should have atat-
leo

at-
leastleastleo t mademode an effort to discoverdlScove , what the Natives desire bebe-
hind

be-
hindhind these landlandclOlmslandclaimsclaimsclOlms before creating a prejudicedpreludlcedpreludlcedattitudeprejudicedattitudeattitudeattitude-
toward

attitude-
towardtoward them by your recentecent, statements .

You know better than I do by farfor the legallegalaspectsaspects ofof-
Native

of-
NativeNative claims . We do know , however , that all the importantImportan-
tacts

important-
actsacts of Congress since the Treaty of Cession have leftleftopenopenopen-
the

open-
thethe definite settlement of Native title to land . The InteriorInterior-
Deportment

Interior-
DepartmentDepartmentDeportment has tried to get around CongressionalCongresSlonolCongresSlonol.nachonCongressionalinactioninaction.nachonnachon. byby-
allowing

by-
allowingallowing Natives to secure noncontiguousnanconllguous allotments , but youyou-
could

you-
couldcould probably count on youryou , fingers , toes andandribsribs the numbernumber-
of

number-
ofof Natives who are owareaware of the,he procedures requiredrequ red< to obtainobtain-
title

obtain-
titletitle . The((The Bureau of IndianIndan, Affairs has mademode no effort that II-

know

I-

knowknow of to clarify to the Eskimos , Interior Indians , and AleutsAleuts-
the

Aleuts-
thethe issuesssuesI involvedInvolvedIIIinvolvedininIII the landlandcontroversycontroversy .) The Courts havehave-
ruled

have-
ruledruled that the U.SUS. . GovernmentGovernm.ntGovernmnt. has the duty to protectprotect-ourprotectourprotectour-
property

'ourour'our-
p'ope

'-

propertyp'opepopepropertyrightsbut' , ty rights-butrightsbutnghts-butnghts- we cannot say that this has been the case .

The InteriorIntenor itselfItselfand( and theDeportmentDepartment BIA ) , which youyou-
castlgat

you-
castigatecastigatecastlgat. , has renegedrenegedInin its'flutyitsflutyits'SutyitsSutyIts '' ty as protectorprotecto, and guardian ofof-
Native

of-
NativeNative interestsInteests,

, not only in land , but in, n everyeveryotherother aspectaspect-
of

aspect-
ofof theirthe " responsibilityresponSiboilty during the time we werewee, being "civilcivil"clViI-"clViIclViI"clViI-
I

" ¬-.
izedI ed " andandassimilatedassimilated . In regardregad, to Indian lands theth . DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

¬-

ment has decidedde lded that the " ., . FederalFeder1.lFeder1lFeder.} ,
I, GovernmentGovernmen' hashos , in.nnin-

Co

.

caseCo( 'hehe' ., uivivivduuiu ( uiiuuivduuiaqua/aquavduuioccupancyaquaoccupancy_
/ occupancyoccupancyregardedregarded theirthetheir4yghis" j.19hts19hts. hts asoS sacredsacredandandand-

not
and-

notnot to be tokentaken from thejmthethem.!" without their consent and then onlyonly-
uJ'on

only-
uponuponuJ'onuJon' suchsuchconsiderationconsideration'sconsiderationsconsideration'as may be agreedagreeduponupon . " (53-481)(5353481)481(53.481)53.48153481(53481)-

Now
(53.4B53.4B534B(53.481)-

Now
( .-. I))

Now that we havehove developeddevelopedandand been civilizedclvollZed to thethe-
pOint

the-
pointpoint where we concan taketoke legallegalactionaction , we hope thatthatwewe willwoll bebe-
g.ven

be-
givengiveng.vengven. the opportunity to press our claimscla.msclams. andandnotnot have you
deprivedepnveyoudepnveyoudepriveus of thisthos rightfIght by prohibiting ourou, "-protectors-the"-protectorsp-rotectorst-he"-protectors-the"-protectorsp-rotectorst-he"-protectorstheInterior"-protectors-the"-protectorsp-rotectorst-he" " -StatelandInterior Departfnent-fromDepartfnentfromDeportment-fromDeportmentDepartment-fromDepartment- accepting our protests againstogOlnst State
landlandselectionsbasIsforselections . IfIfclaimsclaims areore halted , what will be the basisfor compensation for the large moontymalorltymajority| of EskimosEskmos, who hovehavehave-
mode

have-
mademademode no claims but are among the most needyneedyInin terms ofof-
mo

of-
ma'erialmaerialma'erialmoma'erialcomforts*+'erlolerlolcomfortscomforts andandsimplesimple luxuriesluxunesluxuries-. "-

CompensationluxuriesCompensation
in cashcoshcoshwouldcashwouldwouldwouldcertornlywouldcertainlycertainlycertornly be a simple andand-

quickquickquicksolution", 'ckck'cksolution' solution for Congress to buy off Native claims , but itIt-
seems

it-
seemsseems that we should be thegiven opportunity to voice ourour-
opinions

our-
opinionsopinions on the mattermoiler . There can be a variety ofofsolutionssolutions toto-
the

to-
thethe situation , and IIamam sure that money is not the only motivamotiva-motiva-
tion

motiva-
tion

-¬-

tion behindbeh'lldbehlld' the claims .

In the entireent re history of American relationselatIons, withwithliswithitsitslis aboriabori-abori-
ginal

¬-.
ginal peoples , this is truly the "lastlast"lostlost" frontierfronller " andond the lastlostlost-
opportunity

lost-
opportunityopportunity that is left to treat anon "-emerging

e-merging"-emerging
e-merging"-emerging
e-merging" " people withwith-

Sincerely

with-

lustlce
with-

justicelustlcejustice , honesty , andandunderstandingunderstanding .

SincerelySrncerely yours ,

William L.L . Hensley


