RurAL CAP, ANF face cuts

By LINDA LORD-JENKINS

Tandra Timas

Two agencies which serve
rural Alaska are waitching the
progress on ome recently ap-
proved House bill which could
mean their life or death.

That bill, House Bill 643,
includes funding plans for the
Rural Alaska Community Ac-
tion Program (RurAL CAF)
and the Alaska Native Founda-
tion (ANF), both of which
would be severely cut back if
HR 643 is not signed.

The bill was approved by
the Senate and House in the
final days of the Alaska Legis-
lature but it had not been sent
to the governor for his ac

tion as of early this week.

According to a spokesman
for Gov. Jay Hammond, the
governor was scheduled to re-
view the bill for his signature
on June 25 but would not if
he hadn't received it. A spokes-
man for Hayes said Monday
that the bill should be sent (0
Hammond by June 23.

According 10 the people
who run RurAL CAP and
ANF, many of their programs
would be eliminated if the HB
64 isn't approved.

Frank Berry, new direc-
tor of ANF, sid that the
Foundation will suffer greatly
if it doesn’t gel state assistance.

ANF conducts programs

which provide training and
technical assistance in the Bush
inchuding the Fisheries Loan
Program which would be shut
down in January if not fund.
ed; the Alaska Native Leader-
ship  Program  which  was
dropped from funding; a Vil
lage Management training as-
sistance program; a Mative arts
program; and a studv of the
effect of the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement  Act on
Alaska Natives.

HB 643 includes references
to fisheries management loan
programs in several areas but
doesn't specifically say that the
Foundatipn will get the mon

(Continued on Page Four)
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