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Leave classroom behind
to teach language

-

"HenryHenry"
Henry 'TitusTitus'ThusThus' truggledlstruggled-struggled( -' forfor

twotwo yearsyears 'toto"to'" teach
?
Ruby

school children his .44." * andand thchtheir
. .-AthabascanAthabascan-, ,Athabascan language butbrat hoee

duituU In frustration when.when. he de-de-
tided.tidedcided"theycidedthey."they 'hadhad' learned to-

thing.thing.,
'

' *"' 1! enjoyed workingworking with
kidsMidi ivtj4*

, ;
,

but asas farfat asas teaching

thetyre kids"kidskidiIn"
in Ruby , the AthabasAthabis.Athabis.

cancan language was taboo After
two f, years not even oneore -of.of."ofof-"

.

iheniheirl knew a anglesingle word
, oof,

whatwhat 1I had bcnbeen( teaching lhemithem;,

Thcy'TheyThey*' poked fun aat me and

talked'talked' dirtydkty ,"
'
Tftut'TitusTitus wantwantsthe

,
the languageianguageto; o

"

blad( 'passedpassed' 'onon'on, *"'butbut' , I ,, ddnfdon'tdont*'
know6dw how to do it'ifitifIt ', 0 the'the'

kids
don'tdont' want'wantwanttOlean'wanttOlean( '

learn.learn
'..
*""'

OnlyOnly"Only" oneoni"oonio"p( the
'-
l

l'
I (t ,dialectdialects

of the AbskanAlasn"AthabascanAlasnAthabascan"

Athaba can lanIan.Ian.
guageguagc 'isis

'
is ttlllstill"spokenstillspoken

"

spoktn.byspoktnby., by , Atha-Atha4tha.4tha-.

bascartbascaf children.children. IfIt .nothingnothing.

happens to change thisthis"sorrythissorry"

statisticstatistlcf .thethe., the ilanguageIaanguage will be
., .extinctextinctextinct' ' IninAlaska, .AlaskaAlaska., in another
' 25 to ' 7? yeyearsrs , according to
University'UnvUnv' ! rsity ,of AlaskaAlasks ,, Fajr-FajrFaIr-FaIr-
.banksbanks.banks linguist JimJbb Kari.KariKarl.Karl..

Kiri'KiriKarl'Karl' and 'JitusJitus
'
;Titus spoke taptp

elder , gathered ininMintoMInto.Into. ThestThese
.elderselders. ,, who'who' traditionally areare'are'

,
responsibleresponsible.. for passing on their
heritage/wereheritagewereheritage'wereheritagewere/, ' notrot( happyhapgJheyThey
.decideddecidedderided., that'theythattheythat Aey

'
need Iqftghtto flght

.forfor"for." their language but.but., how,
ElizaEllza Jones ,, aa specialist in

the KoyukunKoyukus languageatlanguajeaf, , the,
UAP.UAP,. AliskaAlaska Native

, Language
CtnterCenter,, , recomroendedrecommended .thatthat.,that the
Tanana ChiefsChlefsConference(

;Conference es-eses.-.

lablidi'alablidiatsblish'tttsblishtt'
,
special language corn-corncork.cork-.

'' m iona;:
Jones.JonesJones,.

,
Onn , Athabascan ,, said

that'that(hat ' mostmos- .mo-
s. school districtdistricts agree

'

that'that''
'
leachingteachfng the , language ,

ii#s ,,

good'good(Sood but iit, often , taketakes'muchtakesmuch' much
time ftoo .gogogal. throughthrough aBall ihethe papa.pa.
perwork'perwork' and , schoofschoor board, aptp.tp.
proval to gel"thegelthegetthe",; classes set;et Up.Up.

Paul GeorgeUeorga of NenanaNenatta found
that cvenjfeveAJf,, thethe class is estab.estab( stab.stab.

lished in ' . schoolhouscschoolhouse,, --.the.-the--.the.-the-

bttterbetter , earninglearning( coniescomes from
outside the school walkwalls.walls .

'"II"! found out kids could not
learn ( tot4 'speakspeak' theittheir language )
in , ifi ';%'whitewhite'wiiiterwiiiter'

? man'manman's schoolschoWl"schoWl!"
'CorgetoldCorgetold' George

,
lotd thethe'groupthegroup' group he 'hadhad'had

workedworked with students for, up to
three yearsdears;with'ithith' no results.resultsresulw.'

Finally , , ""ll( openedmyopened[, mfr Jtiousehouse
"-

to
t-o"

to them, lidsltiias( came oveyover ;, everyevery
diyday ; You'You' know'knowknow'know'' whatwhat'?'! "TheyThey'They"'

really could'could'
; learntlearnM I In "thethe"

1' Informal homehome atmosphereatmospherq,
George fiitfirst$ taughttauglit

, , his/eagerhiseageri-"eageri"eager%/- "

followersfolloera* rhythm'rhythm'
,; , song , and

dance , and thetithe rest'rest' fellfen into
placefplacer"placer" fr

Hannah Solomon'Solomon' agreed that ,

the'the'
;
, home 1'isis'

$ a
, good place , to

teachteach Native-language.Nativelanguage.Nativelanguage.languageNative, --language.language.- ., "MyMyO'MyOMy'"'
kidtkids iaaD talk'talk' Indianindlan ," - she
stressedstressed-'Theystressed'TheyThey,'-, "TheyThey" dido'didodidn'tdidnt'( ptck'ttptckttpick'ItpickIt'

,

up 'byby'
by writtenwritten language , ,

butbut
by 'speaking1speaking1"speakingspeaking'" ! '" ;.SolomonSolomon. sue.sueUR.UR..:

gestedjested that'that' the ,schoolschools! couldpoold
ha7eave moremore'suocessifmoresuocessif' success

,
if speaking

IniteadInstead ofof the written languagelanguage.language
.

'

was stresseditressed ;,
"Ifyou.Ifyou.Ifyou"IrIr"

, yoit. want to leamlearn "thethe"the ,

'languagelanguage'( language ,,, go out'out' tnto'tntoInto' the
wildernesswlldemesst'wlldemesst!''* advised JDavidUavld
Solomon , who helped translate
the Bibleable'able ' into hisleis Native.Native.

tongue.tongue.,,

"WhenWhen"WherfWherf" we'rewere' h.hIn.,
ththe.the. wil

dernessdemess,' 'wewe'we feefeet) likeuk Indians.Indians.
Without ourdun language , wewe
don'tdont' feel like lndiIndiansitsl"itsl! "


