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Halford: Don’t change constitution

Editor's note: This is the third in a
series of articles the Tundra times will
be running on condidates for gover-
nor and leutenant governor

by Geofl Kennedy
for Vie Tundrs Themes

Sen. Rick Halford, R-Chugmk, op
amending the Stute Constitubion

o solve Alaska's subsisience dilemma,
** A conatitutional amendiment is un
necessarily divisive and doesn’t solve
the whede Kenaitze problem, "' Hallord
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The Kenaitzes have sued the state
for, among other things, not comsider
ing them eligible for a ruml sub-
sistence preference.

Halford would twrn 1o the
Legislature 1o replace the subsistence
Tawe struck down last December by the
stute Supreme Courn.

“We should come up with
legislative solution supported by
Alaska's citizens. Elgments of that
solution should be individusl and col-
lective need, availability and cont of

ulternatives, effciency of harvest,
{most importantly ) vatvon of the
resource,” he smid.

“We have muwde subsistence the
provinee of lawyers instead of the pro-
vince 0f the people. [t doesn’t have 1o
he that way,”" he wid. ““We should
regulite uses, not users, '’

Halford says he supports a proposal
by former Gov. Jay Hammond for a
subsistence law that would make rural
Alncka o subsistence area, allowing
anyone there to “subsistence”™ huni

conlinued on peDe i

Sen. Rick Halford is from Chugiak.




 Halford: First place to cut is state jobs

continuegd from page one

undd fish. The stupalution would be tha
hunters: amd fAshermen could no
remove their catch from the ares
where they caught it

Hill ford suggests legislators conssder
thit kind of solution,

Asked 1o set priontes for balanc-
ing the state budget when revenucs
dimimish, Halford says spending
Alaska Permanent Fund earmings
wontld be his lnst resort. Alaskans, he
says, shouldn’t wke that from their
children.

The first place w cot, he sod, would
be state jobs.

“Every new employee 15 @
passenger an the Tineie, . The long-
term solution is o come up with o
package thet backs away from pew
mistakes and allows us over time 0
bescoune free Srom our acddiction b past
mistakes. ™

Halford says he'd cut planners and
engimeers from the BPepanment ol
Transponaton and cut what he culls
Ihilillcul positions, such as aides 1o
cpislators

I he had to cor the budget more.
hie"od reduce state aid to mumcipalities
in the simie proportion gs other state
hudget cuts,

Uhe nest resorm woulld be mxes, pm
Bably State moome thnes

Hallord supporets the Powes Clost
Egpualization program, the Longevity
Heomues anch the Kurpl Adaska Televeam
Metwonrk, bt oot necessandy o e
preesent L

Hallord civiesadicrs PEE s wiiagnl
ool bt Bie colls " U eguany st
vty meeds ahichotomy,

by pther sords,  elevted otbnls
Lawd toe Bl the neetd Lo appror o
bty i E% Ty I.'L|I.|4iﬂ'. o bl citigens
aceryihime to Holbard, swhile somnchos
acvondimg  lor dhe lact dhat  neil
restulenty necd more ol soare ks il
s vices than urbin residents i
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sicies to the PCE program and replac-
g them with revenue generated by
the profits (rom state-financed
hydroelectric power projects,

Halford calls the Longevity Bonus
Program a good one, but he wants (o
buTTE I inlo an annuity prograim to pro-
lect i “from growing so  fast o
destrovs itself,”

He says RATNET serves Alaskins
better than public rudio and television
and should have a' higher priority.
However, he said he would sell the
rural network as long as the purchaser
would continue the same level ol
Services.

If elected governor, Halford would
increase law enforcement in rural
Alaska 1o deal with drugs, domestic
violence, bootlegging and necessary
followup in courts and rehabilitation
services. He'd also step up economic
development oulreach programs.

Halford says be'd get the money to
pay Tor such services by eliminating
somie mud-level legislanive staff pos
tons He'd muowve 10 positions into
pubbie safety wnd 20 ot the Village
Fublic Salety Officer Progan

W don'i peed the polineal pos
ooty e sand "We have created o
Prakie pubard svsigm,  Hhat insibies
prubhic offcwls Teogi the people i
represe

Haltord savs bed redoee tumdmy
o puhlie boaddeasting an Anchorag,
Fasrbanks nd Jumewn gl encoueag.
Picsiddisters in thase ardas e sech
e outside suppn

e iy B wann o promiese iever i
vl hasie servives o el Aluska. bt
il reductions ol services would

preater n urban wreas than in el
areus.

“Services in raral Alaska wre more
basic.

Halford suys he'd provide jobs in
rural Aluska by creating o small-
business infrastructure and helping
match services rural Aluskans can pro
vide to the markets for those services

He says the state should work (o
make resournces, such us mineruls, land
and tourism more avallable. He pro-
poses o regulatory  structure  that
doesn’t “unnecessarily inspect, lax

andd hurass. " And be says he'd set up
o state department dedicated o
ceondmic development.

Halford, 45, has lived in Alaska 24
ears. He has a bachelor’s degree in
istory and political science with a
minof in economics from  Alaska
Methodist (now  Alaska Pacilic)
University. A commercial pilot, uide
and lodge operator, Halford is single
with three children.

He served two terms in the state
House, and he is currently serving his
third term in thie State Senate
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