Agreement calls
for monitoring
Japanese fleet

The United Stares and Jopan have
reached o new agreement that will in-
crease the number of observers on
lapanese fishing vessels using high
seas driftnets and require the entire
feet o have sateliie transmitters, ac-
cording 10 the Alasks Congressional
Delegation

Under the one-year agreement, 98
vessels From Jupan's squid drifinet and
lwrge mesh drifinet feets will be
monitored during the 1990 fishing
seasion by 47 LS., 10 Canndinn and
41 Jupancse observers. :

Omly 32 Jopanese driftnet fishing
vessels were covered by observers
under  last year's agreement, the
delegation saud.

The new agreement aldo requires
every vessel i the Japanese drifinet
Meet 1o carry o satellite transmitter that
will provide LS. officinls with im-
mediate information about the move-
ment of the driftnet fleet.

This will help ensure that observers
e posted in ul?nr:nn where Jupunese
driftnet vessels ure fishing rather than
concentrating their effons in regions
where only a few vessels are located,
pecording to the delegation.

“lapan finally seems to be realiz-
ing that s fshery interests have 1o
start dealing cooperatively with the
rest of the world,"” suid Sen. Frank
Murkowski, R-Alasku. ""We are go-
mg 0 have o work together for the
sake of the fish out there, ™

Ihe bgreement 15 the result of
negotintions required by the 1987
Driftnet Act, authored by Sen. Ted
Stevens, R-Alaska. Under the law, the
governments. of Jupan, Korea and
Tuiwan must reach drftnet monitor-
g unil enfdreement agreements with
the Linited Staies or face o ban on the
importation of thewr products from the
SEH

Lot anddinon o the Drifinet Act, the
Uned Natons last December ap
proved a resodunion mirodoced by the
Ulnntes] Starey i Stevens” request call-
g for a macatorium on all gh seas
drifinel fishing by June M), 1992

e moratorem would reman
place wntad s agreed that the unac
ceptable wnpacts of driftnet fishing can
be prevented amd the conservation ot
ocean resources can be ensured,



