Battle lines forming over subsistence issue

Ty the editor:

| read your paper faithiully and have
witched with desmuay s battle ines ane
gice apain lormuang over the sub
sislenee 1Issu

My home v o omaral Alaskan. My
netghbors and fnends sre both Nutive
ard while. Chir comimuiity  shares
P, groid Giwes, sorrow ol passing
lives. Hunting, fishing and trapping
are o oway of Wle, a povilege. a
spiribial evpenenee

Sorne pedple are borm o the ex
xerence, somne seck and i w; others
et ool itand Tive 1o amore arndicul

wirdld, Tt s o matter ol chowe

My Twmily has always hunted |
have abways hunted. T moved 1o
Adiska because | needed o closer rela
tonshup with the spirit of the wild. An-
chornge wus frustrating  becanse |
could not hive where the wald creatures
roamed, | could only visit, and c¢ach
e | returned 1 felt sadness

Eventaally | pade the decision (o
tove it the wilds and live in the land
anid feel each doy the thythm of the
streams, the wingd and the carth.

The must important aspect of sub
sistence 15 sharing i the sparit of sur
vival. Tvas the greatest gift one van
ave. 1o oo ft that s bemg list
FH.'ru.tu-.n people ard losing touch with

hunung, and they ure not Hiving direct-
Iy From the lond. | was lucky, My job
allowed me o miwe o a wild
COvIrnment.

Nt evervone (8 so lucky. Many
hunters in populsied areas are (rying
o keep inwuch with the ancient rites
of surveval by gettiing oul of the oty
as often as they can we bue, These
hunters are  brothers 10 huniers
everywhere  They need what all
huniers need, even thiugh they muy
it be uble 1o always cxplivin why they
meed i,

I is an anciemt Dok 10 s the Last
theead of & trudation which was once
us vibramt as the last pure Torms of
subsistence are today. Ios a dying
vradition unless we keep it alive

logether, we have hope ns hunters,
We need cach other. We must respect
cach other's differences. We must
share our hupting experiences and
teach our young people 1o hunt or we
will lose our hunting trdition.

lhere s much 10 learn and much
e sides can give o each other. The
porsons living among the resources
can help those who live away from the
resources  better  understand  the
sparitual Tink they feel

The persons  living  nearest  the

Is ELF working as planned?

Drear Eduor,

Hugh Malone tecently stated that
the ELF 15 working as the Legisiature
imtended, 11 Hugh s correct it would
be i first), then the Legislature -
iended for the Tollowing 0 occur:

Forty-mine of 51 workers  from
Nordic-Calista’s Dolling Rig | were
laid off, The ng in question had been
working virtually non-stop for four
viars. Pluns 10 add an sddinonal dnll-
mg rig m Kuparuk and another ng a
Prodhoe Bay were cancelled

The $58 mallion, 25-well West Sak
et was suspended. Billions of dollars
of ol revenue o the state and
associted economic aclivity are 1h
peopardy . The window of opportunity
for efhiciently extracting West Sak ol
using Koparuk's aging facilities is
slowly closmg

About |50 new development wells
were knocked out of BPF's Prudhoe
development pluans. Not drilling thesc
wells surely contnibuted o the mamd
il production decline in 199, this
vear and in the yenrs ahend

The S8 -million Hurl State Project

wiis put onhold. About 100 construe-
ton jobs, $6 million worth of mini-
midude work, and 87 million i fregin
hauling was lost in Fairhanks alone.
Mabors Aluskn Drilling  suspended
plans to pdd 60 workers.

This represents an anmual loss of §5
mullion in wages and purchases from
local businesses

The West Sak project team is now
only a fraction of what it was pnor (o
ELF revisions. Engancers, genlogists,
and other professionals scrambled
find jobs, some left Aluska. Even if
the negutive lax  consequences of
Malone's ELF were lifted tomorrow,
aver 20 years of hands-on Wesi Sak
CXferTIse 15 gone

Wealth generating jobs would be
above current levels (as would odl pro-
diction) if Malone's destructive ELF
hadn't passed. In spite of reality,
Milone continues claiming that all is
well with ELF. | wonder if. in
Matome's world, the sky w blue? |
dhiddn’t think 5o

lerry Foster
Anchorage

lowmakers can assist their lellow
hunters by prodecting the huntimg tradi
ton through the political process.

Il we sllow ourselves o be i
vided, something precious will be
forever lost. Hunting andd fshing are
one of the few outdoor activities that
Both Native and non- Native Alaskans
cherish

It can be a bradge, or it can be o
wall. Under our State Constiiution it
o bridge With the Legislature hay-
ing the power 1 decule prelerences,
1 will become o wall — o wall a1 Girsi
etween urban und ruml, but eventual-
ly between villages and fumilies

Phis is o bad wall because politiciany
van move 1l whenever they choose.
This wall can be placed wherever
turare legislutures want 10 place it. Do
you trust the Legislature to place the
wall where it will pritect you?

Will legistatars i power 10 years
romm tow wct the some as those oday?
I do not trust the whims of elections
every two years. That is why we must
have the equal protection i our
constiulion

Those who work 10 stop hunting ure
huppy with this fight, They know we
are weaker when we are divided. They
are like the woll which drives &

caribou away from the herd. 1 s on-
Iy then the kill is made.

Only humers cun ever kivow huni-
g Only husters will fight 10 preserve
their tradinon as o spintual experience.
Only huoters will defend their vrads-
tiom to the dying breath, | know. 1 am
i hunter, and | feel the powers which
move e belfore, during amnd after the
i

These are the powers that link me
o all people and all Hyvimg things. 1
humter could meet with huiter, and oll
the attorneys, politicians and corpor
tons be kept away, the shaving would
begin and the Aghting would end

It is truly time for a hunters” coun
cil; it is truly time for umity. 11 is tro-
Iy time o face each other, person 1o
persoi, eye lo eye, and work this thing
ol

L, und many others 1 know, stand
ready (o assist all our hunting family
i any way we cin.

Who will step forward and |-‘.'llll us
in bringing hunters together? Let's
start reversing this dead end course
M

Sincerely,
David Stanchif
Tok

' Letters to
the Editor
'Can t recognize the problem’

To the editor:

In light of the many gnoran
remarks Hugh Malone has made
recently in regurd 1o BELF, wax ad-
justments, ete., he has proven once
and for all thut he 8 oot even smart
enough 10 recognize the problem,
therefore he ik certaintly not smun
enough to contribute 1o the solution,

Hugh firmly believes that if it costs
the oil imdustry $20 10 produce o bar-
rel of ol lhnt selli for 'Ifl]- they should
be perfectly happy.

ugh's reasoning réminds me of the
ald story of the two goys, Hughie and
Stevie, who grew watermelons.

Prunng watermelon seiason, Hughie
and Stevie would lond their pickup
truck with watermelons every mom:
ing and take them o own 1o sell,

Alaska educators should apply for awards program

Tov the wditor

[ spont most of o recent week
evilunting proposals e a national
awards progrm of the Ford Founda-
tion amd John F. Kennedy School of
Ciovernment ot Harvard University

I"hese awards recognize outstamding
mnevations in stiate and local govern:
ment, and the division 1 helped
evalugte Tocuses on innovation i
educahon, As an Alaskan familiar with
some umiversity amd school district
programs which nught gualify, | want
oy make more Aluskans aware of this

ipportunity.

I encourage Alaskan educators to

apply: much of what you are doing i

mire exciting than the proposals we
reviewed.

The awards ure given to exiing
programs. They don't fund stan-up ef-
fons. They look for:

Novelty: really creative leaps n

viewing and resolving an educanonal
dilemma.

sSignificance: how importamt vour

roblem is at the local and national
eviels

*Vilue: how the innbvation has
servod the clients.

*Replicability: how easily the pro-
gram could be adapred for use in other
urons of the country. This  last
critenion, however, is not heavily
woighed at initinl review stages. The
first “‘ewt’” seeks fresh, effective ieas,

I especially encournge clansroom
teachers ut all levels and teachers’
urdes o conmder  propomng  your
specinl progrims,

The program is cxtremely com-
petitive, although the lirst application
form 1% an uncomplicated two pa 'Pl:ﬁ
Paragraphs on this form shoul
clear, succinct and have all the vinues
normally  reguired by such
upplications,

Heviewers should be able ty envy
ston your program working and get
excited by thot vision. All division
teams narrowed 1,550 applications to
250, the education group chose i
dozen from 107,

Followmg review levels imclude o
more thorough application form, pro-
gram sile visit and then semi-finalists
present their programs to a panel nt
Harvard. 1t's an exciting process. The
$100,000 award can fund additional
E‘I‘UJ-EL"‘.!- and it's a very prmtiginun

wet, | hope more Alaskans upc

Informustion and application pac
can be obtmned from; hlmwulmmi in
State und Local Government, Harvand
University, 9% Mt Auburn St., Cam-
bridge, Muss. 02138, or by r:ulling
(617)-425-0557. F"r:',l|1'nm.|||r:|,-r upplica-
tions are due in Junnury each yéar
Good Tock!

April E. Croshy
Brookline, Mass.

Every night when they got home,
Stevie would ask Hughie, “*How much
did we get for the watermelons 1o-
day ™" Hughie would respond, “*$1
aprece. '’

Stevie would then sk, **How much
did it cost us to grow them?' " Hughie
would then reply $1 aprece.”

Afier two or three years of thas, i
dawned on Stevie that they were not
muiking any money so he reloved this
information o0 Hughie.

After long and serious analyzi
Hughie told Stevie, "'Hey, | Fnul?]'
figured out what our problem is: Next
yerr we've gol 1o get ourselves a big:
ger tmack.”™”

Jerry Celey
Anchomge

People are not
alike. . .it should
be that way

To the editor,

We are not alike, our thinking, our]
food, our symbols. Still we laugh and
ery, our hearts beating together under
ome sky. We divide the earth and buy
the earth and change the carth, but we
cannol slice the «

We are ruled by fear. We fear each
other because what we know 1s dif-
ferent from what you know, and we
fear each other because we don't know
what the other knows.

You have your way and | have
mine. As | older | see that it
should be that way. Deep in my soul
| lerow | am still your sister, [lmruur
family. And, as my fearful eyes look
o your fearful eyes, | secretly thank
you for sharing your sky.

Jeanie Greene
[l'li-'Fl-'liHIr -ﬁﬂll‘-’hﬂl'lil:




