Whale conference supplies needed data

by Geoll Kennedy
for the Tondre Times

I'he fifth annual Bowhead Biology
Conference may not have achieved
any breakthroughs, but it contributed
stgnificantly to the supply of informa-
ton about the whales Inupial need for
their physical and spiritual well-being.

That's the conclusion of Marne
Adams, who i the North Slope
Borough Public Informanon Division.

“All of it 1s needed information,
Adams said during the conference last
week i Anchorage. “*Whaling cap-
tmins have Gften been concerned about
the sense of smell and visual wimuli
(of the bowheads). Putting all these
bits and pieces together wall help us
understund the whale ™

Adamy saul people are especially
comeerned about the effects of ol
development on how the animals feed
urmd breed

“The more we know about the
whales, the better we know about pro-
teting the enviromment,  she skl
1 here bevause I'm very concerned
whowt protectng the environment,
especially after the Ecven Valdez ol
spill

L 1 T
Rextord's observations conlirmed
the findings of several scientisls, wiha
conelud that sudden noises or
changes in direction of vessels startl-
ed bowhends than continous noise
Other scientific conclusions

“We have n ve :h:c]:- IHerest in
preserving the whales; il's more than
|u:u;cj putiing food on the wble, ' she
L[

Adums suys the general public pays
oo much wttiention to the effects of
subistence humers on bowheads and
too little aitention to the effects of ail
development on the mammals

“What good does 1t do o be con-
cerned about the life of u whale il you
lowe it through oil development?"” she
asked, And she posed this question:
If oul developers kill whades in the Arc-
tie, will the International Whaling
Commission  lower the whalers
huwhead whale guot!

Harrow  whaling captun Burnaon
Rexlord said he was more concerned
than surprised sbout the findings of the
dizens of scwennsts, whose Tindings
were presented during the three: day
conference

Rextord, » whaler since 1940 and
o captamn since 1979, was concerned
about findimgy of 1oxic substances.
such as arsenic, mercury. lead and
ring i ihe liver, Kddnevs and blubher
of the bowheeads. He wanted o know
whether the bowhends got them from
the water or from their diet.

Rexlord sand be had no surprises
dboul the ail industry noise

*My thoery s that  bowheads
magrate through o lot of nose. ™ he
sael, including frequent flights over
oo head mugration roules by jets dnd
Wr axIs,

ANy time there's sesmic senvity,
it changes the bowhead, " he said, He
sl he's poticed thut bowheads don’t
seem o be alarmed by tagboats and
ather vessels s long as they continue

vive luded -

*Rescarchers are 935 percent cenain
the bowhead population Is between
6,200 and 13,700,

*Radio welemetry sigmificantly jm-

srves whalers' chances of recover-
ing whales that have been siruck and

lost,

sPacks ol bowheads wuse cach
other's songs il calls 1o help them
navignte under water

Scientsts also presented  studies
ubout the age, weight, see and
behavior of the whales




