What Native people want is justice

by Will Mayo
fuw ik Tusnidhes Thiases

FAIRBANKS The convoluted
anid labyrinthine deveélopnwent of the
culrent subsistence wsue effectively
conceals the real sue ax o affects
Nutive American people and Alaska
Nitives i puarteeula
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L Gd mwsel )l unraveling the threacds
ol awisted logac i an élaborawely
drapred garment of nghteows imdigng
Binn Thas gamment atiemipts to lde o
i the S9R-yeur history of Native
Amierican genocide  Thes genocude has
Peen amed al both thie culture amd the
people and has been pmd continbes to
e aetive part ol Amencan polibes
It fustory s found pew vigor and
meaning i the Aluska of TN,

The cries of the wmpured and depnved
prl) gt the precd and incquadiny of
e Alaska Nutve people who ure
secking a license tosteal. ' One does
ok meed o hehly developed sense of
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The ""American Way ™" of the can
diy pioneers has evolved mio o massive
pobmical and buréaneratie appaniis
which has completely overwhelmed
Mative Americans. Though not as bla.
lant i s strategy s, say, the fron
ver vigiliantes or the Seventh Cavalry,
i nevenheless has becomplished much
b epaneuvering Natives infoas position
ol disadvantage.

All the better 1o continue the ““ap-
proprtion’” of Native propety and
inheerent rights to hunt and fish in
Ueustomuary and  traditonal”t o way.
Nothing hos really changed from the
s old days of Andrew Jackson and

Nysses 5. Grant, only the names

Alaskn  Natives  [ind  themselves
rravehmg thesr own “"Tral of Tears™
s their ways and customs are sinpped
i the name of equal nghts arud
tmirness. It's kind of funny the way ot
works: that whyt has belonged 1o
Natives suddenly becomes “‘ours, ™

Then, through some kind of magic,
it suddendy s out that the Natives
are the thicves! Am | the only one who
fuas s perspective” Goodness knows
wir don’t learn b oul of American
hisory books or Johs Wayne movies.

When the Pilgrimes were starving we
shored  owr advanced  skills ang
echnology for their survival. When
the 10 colonies thumbed their noses a
the might of England, Native
Amerwenn governments jomed o the
ght an the request of Gen. George
Washington  Our slhance  was
desperately  sought and - gratehlly
acknowledged.

When the ULS. Constitubon was
passed, it recognized a special rela-
tonship between the aboriginal Native
tribes and people and the new nation
that was formed

The carly adminisintors ol the
Aldaskn possession recognized this for
Aluska Native tribes, ay the record
clearly shows, It wasn't uniil much
buter that this changed. When the State

Constitution was dralted w sanply ig
nired the bl rurcrnnh:ﬂth aind thiu
rights, hoping that they would disap
pear under the shear mass of a domy
nant culture and population

There was o puintully obvious lack
of Native tribal delegates in the ter
niorial government and constitutionsl
vonvention,  even though  Aluska

Natives mude up o lurge percentage of

the territory’s population,

This swme constiution s now being
used s the bases for the litest thinst
W prdkect our mesources lrom a
Nuative “"heense o steal.”” Soime
wonder al the justice of such a docn
ment. Native people, howevdr, have
connie fo expect such “legal 0 justilicy-
tiowris where it affects their hves, pro
perty and righits

Lathuanians, Bast Germans, South
Arrericun Dndians, Poles and even the
I3 coluomes all Knew they could expect
this treatment from ther domimant
povermments.  Alaska Natives maoy
have been lnboring under the mistaken
stpposation thint it wias soinehow Jil-
lerent in these Unied  States ol
Americn

U pinessss that os guast dowe much o hope
five

Uit lepislotors have o chance to
erther show their support for the con-
tpuation of an unfortunate Chapler ol

There was a painfully obvious lack of
Native tribal delegates in the territorial
government and constitutional conven-
tion, even though Alaska Natives made
up a large percentage of the territory’s

population.

American  history, or they cun
recogmize the desine ol the Native peo-
ple tor justice by viting [ur the con-
sttutonid amendment put forward by
Rep: Kay Wallis, D-Fort Yukon, call-
ing. bor o Native subsisience provision.

I doing s they would be o positive
exipmple for human righty belore the

eyes of the world. Gorby would have
mothing over them!

Will Mavo, 37, ix a tribal member
of the Native Village of Tanana. He
iv a Dovem  sharehiolider and  an
ermplovee of the Tanana Chiefs Con-
ference. He lives in Falrbanks.



