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KIANA — Every year the NANA

ﬁﬂﬂl‘ Corp. works in cooperution
wil lag) Associntion and other
agencies in Hmhwﬁl Alaska to set up
un unnual meeting for the NANA
sharcholders,

Inuplat Paltot
People’s Heritage

OPINION

The annual meeting draws people
from all the louping communities in
the stite, wcluding Anchorage und
Fairbanks.

The people in the vil
conference — this ynrhﬁﬂm l:l.u'l-ll
additions o their houses, buy fur-
niture, set up extra beds und expect o
have between one snd 30 puests in
their homes. Men prepare by hunting
for caribou. Women take out their
salmonbermies, blueberries and quageay
(wild rhuhurh‘.l they picked from last
summer's harvest.

The women and their daughters
cook meals and bake endlessly 1o get
ready for their guests,

This year there were so many
familiar faces from the villages that
you had 1o keep your salutations ind
conversations brief. Kiana High
School was packed with NANA
shareholders, officinls from the Red
Dog Mine, NANA Regional Corp.,

%ﬁlmﬂ-uwm Arctic Borough School
District, the Northwest Arclic
Borough, Maniilag Assocmuion, as
well as bankers

This is o time when shareholders get
o see their friends agmmn, a time to
recognize people for their heroic ef-
forts and o time 1o reward people {or
their hard work. It s also an oppor-
winity for concerned shareholders w
confront NANA und Red Dog officials
about local hire, jobs and envirommen-
tal concerns,

| was wmuazed by the oour
resigning president, Willie Hensley,
gave about the corporation’s profits

and ventures and the fact that NANA
responded quickly to disasters, such
s the recent oil spill in Valdez. The
reports he gave were positive and
short. We, ns shareholders, were for-
tunate to have him serve us; he kept
our corporation both operational and
profitable.

Also, | was moved hF peports frim
the school district, from Selawik
Search and Rescue and from Kotzebue
Scarch and Rescue. Bobby Schaeffer,
chairman of the school board, reparted
that through the district screening
cess, they found that 20 percent of the
students enrolled have fetal alcohol
syndrome. To me, this was shocking
newa. No doubt, this is also the cnse
in my home vil'llge of Selawik.

Myra Ticket, on behalf of Selawik
Senrch and Rescue, recognized the
chairman of each villuge search and
rescue committes for their efforts and
hssistance in searching for my lale un-
cle, William Foster. of Seluwik.

As | recall, I was in Selawik when
the big storm started last February,

ard his long sbsence had begun to
alarm  his ily and the people.
Because he had fallen into u crevasse

up in the mountains, he was injured
and the searchers missed him by 10
feet. They did not see him.

To avoud this kind of tmgedy, one
of the searchers al the conference
recommended that we carry a small

container [filled with gis wrapped
tightly with cloth aml E wee inin the
compartment ind out

snowimachines. Also, we must carry
enough matches while traveling by
snowimachine,

it u:t‘lil_,' my uncle had carned a lintle
SUrvi kit like this, perhaps the
tragedy would not have li:ppcnni i
assumed his knowledge would keep
him alive. But we never know. We do
not control the harse environment in
which we live. Anything can happen
o anyone.

Walter Sampson of Kitzebue Search
and Rescue, recognized and gave
awards to Steve Troxell and Dan Cof-
fey for divinﬁ into water in 30 delow
wedther ot Kobuk and finding the
drowned little boy named Howard
Wood Ir.

A few days before Christivgs, other
searchers had given up and left for
their homes, but as long us there were
holes in the river, Troxell and Coffey
kept diving. According o Su.ll’:"l
diving into the water under cold con-
ditions was risky. In fact, one of the
divers had 10 be pulled out because his

breathing aparatus froze. One day
before Christmas, little Howard's
biady was found.

I remember seeing Howard Ir. for
the last time. He and his
Howsard Sr. and Ethel had driven up

o camp above Kobuk last full w spend
the day. | recall both parents know-
ingly restraining him from going close
1o the beach, v could =w:r ﬁ:r gm
# linle bay about 3 years old with
eyes, long lushes and soft brown cur-
Iy hair? His mother loved to run her
hands through his hair because it was
woft; the way he got attention from his
parents, he was their pride and joy.

Then in January, after the drown-
ing, 1 went on a day trip to Kobuk and

visited the Woods' residence, Howard
Jr.'s grandmother, Amelia Gray,
reminisced about how she used to
E::jnpu through the window of their
se us she passed by on the way
home from work, and she would see
the father and his son eating. But the
Ivisise was guiet now. Little Howard's
llu&pm:ud mn.md the house.

e lost lintle Howard because the
Kobuk River was not solid froren;
there wiis « witer in front of the
village of Kobuk.

Sadness also silenced the nudience
ai the annual meeiing when M
Newlin received the first Robert
Newlin Awnrd. The late Robert
Newlin was our Inuping leader. Not
only did she receive the award for be-
ing the great woman behind a suc-
cessful man, but for sharing him with
the people and NANA,

Someone in the sudience stared
singing *'Praying for You."" Sadness

tears filled the air.

Despite the sud news of the region,
we enjoyed some fun, too. Women
and men displayed their intricatel
sewn muskrat parkas, white wolf
mulkluks, rich velveleen parkas with

wolverine ruffs, beaver caps and
stylish atikfuk (kuspuks).
This year, at the NANA

Shareholders” Day there were dog
ruces and agsrang, an Eskimo game
similar (o soccer  helween
“freshwater”” and “"sltwater”’ people.
Saltwater le represented  par-
tcipants com from the coast,
whereas freshwater people represemed
the inland communities,

And finally, the time arrived (o feast
and be entertained: by - people from
Toksook Bay. Because our religion

Annual meeting was sad and happy

Women and men dis-
played their intricately
sewn muskrat parkas,
white wolf mukluks, rich
velveteen parkas with
wolverine ruffs, beaver
caps and stylish atikiuk.

e
banned Inupiag dancing long ago, |
never understood Exkimo duncing.

But, after observing the Toksook
Bay dancers, 1 found them 1w be
cultured in their Yupik dances am!
songs, Although we did not fully
understand them due W acoustics und
language, we knew the dances related
o daily sctivities of the Yupik life,
such as hunting, fishing and doing
household chires.

I found mysell sweating after ger-
ung excited watching the elderly per
formers from Toksook Bay Despite
their age, their dances were stirong,
graceful and expressive.

In the evening, t was tme o fly
home to Kotzebue in the dark, | could
see  below ws  the lights of
snowimachines shining, starting al
Kinna, going scross the Kobuk Lake,
all the way to Kotzebue. What i day’

Hannah Panivavluk Loon, an In
upiag Exkimo, grew wp in a camp near
Selawik, but today lives, works and a1-
rends claxses in Kotgebue. She wrote
thix piece in an English composition
class at Chukechi e, & branch
campus of the University of Alaska
Fairbanks., Chukchi News and Infor.
mation Service (s a writing project of

Chukchi Campus.



