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1976] 976 , oneone'ofoneofone-ofoneof'- of .thethe. biggest tilingsthingsthings-

that
things-

thatthat has .affectedaffected. ,. the northnOfth

recently was
.-

the
t-
he

.-

the
t-
he

.
the six-weesixweesix-weeks-longsixweekslongsixweekslong-

mail
- ks-longkslong--

mail strikestrikc , from October 21st2121st-

to
stst-

toto December 3rd3td . This strike ,

followed by the Christmas rush ,

has meant thatthatIimailmailI( serviceservice-

thr
service-

throughoutthroughoutthr.<?u- 'ghQutu- ghQut
'

the country , andand-

expecially
and-

expeciallyexpecially in , the northnorthhasnorth.hasnorth-hasnorthhas,-,,.-hashas- beenbeen-

extraordinarily
e nn-

'e.traordinarilyextraordinarily'e.traordinarilye.traordinarilyetraordinarily-extraordinarily'- ?{. slow , and Uitt willwill-

still
will-

stillstill be a while until it gets backback-

to
back-

toto normal .

Many peoplepeoplejpeoplejexpecially, expecially thosethose-

in
those-

inin the isolated settlementsset tlements , werewere-

unable
were-

unableunable to orde'rorderord ' r .oror. repeivereceivere eive itemsitems-

in

items-

inin timedine for ChristmasCh istmas . I guess thethe-

stores
the-

storesstores in Inuvik must ', have hadhad-

an
had-

anan exceptionallyexcep ionally good seasoriseasorlseason ,

since it was so hard to obtainobtain-
anything

obtain-
anythinganything from, outsideou- 'tsideou- tside'

.

Also , many
*'
people from ' thethe-

settlements
the-

settlementssettlements made special trips hiinin-

to
in-

toto Inuvik for shopping . Mail isis-

stiil
is-

stillstillstiil
,

slowlow , andarid newspapers andand-

maflzines
and-

magazinesmagazinesmaflzines! published during thethe-

strike
the-

strikestrike period , are still dribblingdribbling-
inin each day .

,. C.O.P.ECOP.ECOPE. . . . (Committee forfor-

Original
for-

OriginalOriginal Peoples '! Entitlement ) isis-

now
is-

nownow publishing a magazinemaflzinemaflzine-
called

magazine-
called !called "InuvialuitInuvialuit"'" "'"' . The firstfirst-
issue

first-
issueissueissue came out in October , andand-

the
and-

thethe secondsec nd issue , delayed by thethe-

postal
the-

postalpostal strike, is due to arriverrivearrive anyany-

day
any-

dayday nownw , while the third issue isis-

almoot
is-

almostalmostalmoot ready to go to press .

An item of9f major importanceimportance-
isis that at the begmniiigbeginnh\gbeginnhgbeginning\ of

November , James Wah-SheeWahSheeWah.SheeWahShee-.- waswas-

suspended'. suspended byb
'*

the boardboard ofof-

directors
of-

directorsdirectors as president of thethe-

Indian
the-

IndianIndian Brotherhood of thethe-

Northwest
the-

NorthwestNorthwest Territories .

AllAIl of his!lis rowerspowers (and thet.hethet.he-

office
the-

office
.

office keys ) were taken awayaway-
from

awayaway-

fromfrom himI il! , and the directors saidsaid-

that
said-

thatthat the specific reasons for hishis-

suspension
his-

suspensionsuspension would be mademadmade-

available

'

available at the BrotherhoodBrotherhood-
Assembly

Brotherhood-
AssemblyAssembly to be held the first1rst1rst-

week
first-

weekweek of December .,

Tension mounted throughoutthroughout-
thethe area during tilethe monthmonth-
following

month-
followingfollowing the suspension , withwith-

various
with-

variousvarious people taking stands propro-
and

pro-
andand concbn . At the AssemblyAssem bly ,

which was held at Fort Rae ,

Wah-Shee'sWahShee'sSheesWah.Shee'sWah.SheesWahShees-. ' home area , thethe-
directors

the-
directorsdirectors gavefive! reasons , personalpersonal-
and

personal-
andand politicalpoli icaI , as to why theythey-

felt
they-

feltfelt Wah-SheeWahSheeWah.SheeWahShee-. should bebe-

removed
be-

removedremoved permanentlypennanently fromfrom-

office
from-

officeoffice .

In contrast , manym- 'anym-anymany'

people alsoalso-

spoke
also-

spokespoke in his behalf, especiallyespecially-

most
especially-

mostmost of the older chiefs .

However , toward the end of thethe-

week
the-

weekweek , Wah-SheeWahSheeWA-SheeWAWh-SheehShee- submitted hishis-

resignation
his-

resignationresignation . The delegates voted ,

and the resignation was accepted
26-17261726.1261-. 7 .

Thisl11is means that for the timetime-
being

time-
beingbeing the Brotherhood isis-

without
is-

withoutwithout a leaderleaderasleader'as'asas', , accordingae-cordingaecording- toto-

the
to-

thethe constitution , a new presidentpresident-
cannot

president-
cannotcannot be elected until the nextnext-

assem
next-

assemblyassemblyassem bly , which is scheduled forfor-

May
for-

MayMay . Until that time thethe-

Brotherhood
the-

BrotherhoodBrotherhood will be controlledcontrolled-
by

controlled-
byby the Board , with thethe-

Yellowknife
the-

YellowknifeYellowknife office under thethe-

direction
the-

direction
.

direction ofofvicepresidentvice-presidentvicepresidentvicepresident-
Richard

vicepresident-
Richard

-

Richard Nerysoo .

Feelings are still running veryvery-

strong
very-

strongstrong ,, and many of the peoplepeople-
hope

people-
hopehope to be able to get Wah-SheeWahSheeWah.SheeWahSheeWah.Shee-

back
WahShee-

back
-.

back in again in May . In thethe-

meantime
the-

meantimemeantime , the BrotherhoodBrotherhood-
membershi.p

Brotherhood-
membershipmembershipmembershi.p

. .
is very much split ,

.

at a crucial time in the landland-
claims

land-
Claimsclaims proceedings ,

SuchSuchaa split could notnM havehave-

corne
have-

comecomecorne: at a more unop'portuneunopportuneunop'portune-
time

unop'portune-
time

'

time for the people , who havehave-
long

have-
longlong spoken of , unity and thethe-
importance

the-
importanceimportance of speakingseaking with oneone-
voice

one-
voicevoice .,

In late October ITClTC InuitInuit-
Tapirisat

((InuitInuit-
TapirisatTapirisat ) held a land claimsclaims-
meeting

claims-
meetingmeeting at Pond Inlet in thethe-
eastern

the-
easterneastern1eastern ' arctic . Threel1uce delegatesdelefltesdelefltes-
from

delegates-
from !from each Inuit communitycommunity-
were

community-
werewere askedaske'd' to attend ., Thel1\el1e\ ITCIrCIrC-
l

ITC-
landlandl nd claimslaims proposal isi nownnow-

being
ww-

beingbeing revised and will bebe-

presented
be-

presentedpresented to the governnlentgovernment andand-
made

and-
mademade public on February 5thSth .

In late October , Edith Kaye ,

wife of formerfotmer long-timelongtime- , chiefchief-
Johnrty

chief-
JohnnyJohnnyJohnrty Kaye of FortFort-

McPherson
Fort-

McPhersonMcPherson , passed away . And ini-
nmidNov

in-

midNovembermid-NovembermidNovembermid-NovmidNov- mber , anotheranother-
oldtime

another-
oldtimeold-tuneoldtuneold-timetime- , Amos Tumma ofqfqf-
Inuvik

of-

InuvikInuvik passed away ,. Amos waswas-

born

waswas-

bornborn in Alaska and was wellwell-

known
well-

knownknown to many people in thethe-

Point
the-

PointPoint Barrow and Kaktovik areaarca .

That samesajnesame week , a tragedytragedy-
occurred

tragedy-
occurredoccurred in Tuktoyaktuk , whenwhen-

Richard
when-

RichardRichard Rufus , 20-year-old20yearold-- - sonson-

of
son-

ofof Peter and Agnes Rufus ,

became lost on a huntinghlJhunting-
expedition

tingting-

expeditionexpedition . A period of highhigh-

winds
high-

windswinds and stormsstonns hampered thethe-

search
the-

searchsearch ;, and it was almost a weekweek-
before

week-
beforebefore his frozen body waswas-

found
was-

foundfound a short distance from hishis-

skidoo
his-

skidooski'dooskidoo'
, 30 miles from Tuk .

The ice roads on the riverriver-
channels

river-
channelschannels were opened up beforebefore-

Christmas
before-

ChristmasChristmas this year , and peoplepeoplel-
eavehavepaveleave been constantly going backback-
and

back-
andand forth between Aklavik , TukTuk-
and

Tuk-
andand Inuvik . Also , there is now aa-

regular
a-

regularregular bus service on thethe-
Dempster

the-
DempsterDempster Highway from InuvikInuvik-

to
Inuvik-

toto Arctic Red River and FortFort-
McPherson

Fort-
McPhersonMcPhersortMcPherson.
McPhersortThe

The Tuk people and SachsSachs-
Harbour

Sachs-
HarbourHarbour people have gotten a lotlot-

of
lot-

ofof caribou this yearyear-andyearand-and alsoalso-
those

also-
thosethose across the mountains inin-

Old
in-

OldOld CrowCrow-butCrowbut-but so far AklavikAklavik-

and
Aklavik-

andand Fort McPherson are short ofof-
meat

of-
meatmeat , although they have plentyplenty-

of
plenty-

ofoffishof fish .

On December 30th Rev . DougDoug-
Dittrich

Doug-
DittrichDittrich and his wife Jean andand-

their
'

their three daughters left InuvikInuYikInuYik-
after

Inuvik-
afterafter 7 1/212/ 'yearsyears' to go toto-

Kamloops
to-

KamloopsKamloops , B.CBC.. ," , where DougDoug-
will

Doug-
willwill again be actively involved inin-

parish
in-

parishparish ministry .

Over the past two year , he hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen on a leave of absence toto-

work
to-

workwork as 'NorthernNorthern'NorthernIGames' 'GamesGamesIGamesIGame-
sCoordinator

' Games-

CoordinatorCoordinator and to do otheroth.eroth.er-
community

other-
community

.
community work in Inuvik . HeHe-

'was
He-

waswas'was', especially involved in thethe-
planning

the-
planningplanning of the new FriendshipFriendship-

'Center
Friendship-

'CenterCenter'Center
'

, which ' hopefully will bebe-

completedcompletedompleted late this year . DougDoug-
has

Doug-
hashas worked with Norther GamesGames-
since

Games-
sincesince its beginning in.. 1970 , andand-

is
and-

isis known to many Alaskans .

The days are beginning toto-

l

to-

lengthenlengthenl ngthen , and today marks thethe-

return
the-

returnreturn of the sun to the InuvikInuvik-

area
Inuvik-

areaarea .


