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People in High Places

_

Flock to Happy Valley
By JACQUELINE GLASGOWGLASGOW-

HAPPYHAPPY VALLEYALLEYV - TheThe-

Happy
The-

HappyHappy VaJIeyVaJleyValley oilall leak story isI-
Ssomething

is-

somethingsomething of an analogy to thethe-

legend
the-

legendlegend of the PrincessPnncess and thethe-

Pea
the-

PeaPea . Put a sAiallallallobjectobject (mim-mimmml-mmlmini-minimim-

spill
mml-

spill
mini-

spill
-

spill ) under!) many layers ofof-

cotton
of-

cottoncotton mattressesmattre ses ( hopefully oil01101-

1absorbent
oil-

absorbentabsorbent ) and see how manymany-

people
many-

peoplepeople in10 high places ( at thethe-

top
the-

toptop of the mattress pile ) reactreact-

to
react-

toto itIt..

The sensitivity of people inm

high places has been amplyamply-

demonstrated
amply-

demonstrateddemonstrated , but they mightffilglltffilgllt-

well
might-

wellwell view Happy Valley as aa-

burr
a-

burrburr under the skinskill rather thanthan-

aa pea under a mattress .

Shortly after news of thethe-

contmued
the-

continuedcontinuedcontmued leakage broke inm thethe-

Tundra
the-

TundraTundra Times , Rep . Les AspmAspin ,

D-WisconsinDWisconsinD-WlsconsmWlsconsm- , brought the inm-min-inm-

cldent
in-

cident
¬-

cidentcldent to the attention ofof-

officials
of-

officialsofficials inm WashingtonWashmgton , D . C .

In a letter to InteriorIntenor SecSec-Sec-

retary
Sec-

retary
¬-

retary Rogers CC.. BB.. Morton ,

Aspm cited possible damage to

Arctic char and grayling stockstock-

prevalent
stock-

prevalentprevalent inm the camp creek ,.

a tributary of the SagavanirklokSagavanirktokSagavalllfkSagavanirktok-
River

toktok-

RiveRiverRiver..

"IfIf" the Interior DepartmentDepartmentc-

an'tcan- 'tca- ntcan- 'tca- ntcan- 'tca- nt' even correct a relativelyrelatively-
nunar

relatively-

minorminornunar spillspillmspillininm one of Aleyska'sAleyskasAley J'sJsJ's-

camp ''camp sites before constructionconstructuJIlconstructuJIlI-

U15
construction-

haslursIU15has even begun on the AlaskaAlaska-

plpelme
Alaska-

pipelinepipelineplpelme ,
" saidSJIU AspmAspin , "howhow" isIS-

It

is-

itit goinggomg to prevent much larger ,

potentially castrophiccastrophlc spillsspLils fromfrom-

occurnng
from-

occurringoccurringoccurnng ? "
DuringDunng a trip to Alaska thethe-

followlllg
the-

followingfollowingfollowlllg week , Morton mademadermade-

no

r.,
no public mention of the HappyHappy-

Valley
Happy-

ValleyValley spill , but spoke insteadmsteadmstead-

of
instead-

ofof the importance of NorthNorth-
Slope

North-
SlopeSlope oil011 to the national sese-sese-

cunty
se-

curity

¬-

curitycunty and hisIus intentmtent to proceedproceed-
wIth

proceed-
withwith the pipelineplpehne , once litigationhl1galonhl1galon-
is

litigation-
is

!
is settled .

However , Secretary MortonMorton-
was

Morton-
waswas apparently somewhat concon-con-

cerned
con-

cerned
¬-

cerned . Bureau of Land ManageManage-Manage-

ment
Manage-

ment
¬-

ment records in Anchorage showshow-

that
show-

thatthat AsstAssl.. Secretary HarrisonlIarnsonlIarnson-
Loesch

Harrison-
LoeschLoesch was briefed on July 29 ,

"inin" preparation for SecretarySecrSecretary-
Morton's

tarytary-

Morton'sMorton'sMortons' interestmterest of the factsfacts-

surrounding
facts-

surroundingsurrounding oil011 spill at HappyHappy-

Valley
Happy-

ValleyValley . "
( Continued on pagopage 6)6)
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)The
)

The Secretary himselfhimselfwaswaswas-
briefed

was-
briefedbriefed by Curtis McVee , DiDi-DiDi-

rector
Di-

rector
¬-

rector of BLM for Alaska , onon-

July
on-

JulyJuly 30ao .,

The i' remote camp site , some
85 miles south of Prudhoe Bay ;

was visited by several teams ofof-

expets
of-

expertsexpertsexpets{ in the weeks followingfollowmgfollowmg-
disclosure

following-
disclosuredisclosure of the spills .

There have been threethree-

separate
three-

separateseparate spills : one inside aa-

uttltty
a-

utilityutilityuttltty buildingbUildlOg in10 December of
1970 , drainage from the wastewaste-

of
waste-

ofof this spill in 1971 , a newnew-

break
new-

breakbreakbreakininm June of 1972 , and anan-

unknown
an-

unknownunknown amount dropped fromfrom-

aa helicopterheltcopter tank sometime in10

1972..

Oil011 pollution expert RayRay-

Morns
Ray-

MorrisMorrisMorns , head of Alaska'sAlaskas' federalfederal-

Environmental
federal-

EnvironmentalEnvironmental ProtectionProtection-
Agency

Protection-
Agency

Protection-
AgencyAgency , personally visited thethe-

site
the-

sitesite July 21 andandagamandagainagainagam on July
25-272527- .

DuringDunng this timettme he consultedconsulted-
with

consulted-
withwith BLMLM PipelinePlpeltne DivisonDlvlson enen-enen-

glOeer

en-

gineer

¬-

gineerglOeer Ed Waszkiewicz , BLMBLM-

fisheries
BLM-

fisheriesfisheries biologist Richard JohnJohn-John-

son
John-

son
¬-

son , and AJyeskaAlyeska project enen-enen-

gmeer
en-

gineer

¬-

gineergmeer Paul Shipley .

JointlyJomtly , they revised thethe-

cleanup
the-

cleanupclean-upcleanup- techniques which , acac-acac-

cordlOg
ac-

cording
¬-

cordingcordlOg to MorrisMorns , were "inin"In-"InIn"In-

sufficient
"in-

sufficient

" ¬-

sufficient to adequatelyadequJtely collectcollect-
all

collect-
allall the fuel that was comingcommgcommg-
from

coming-
fromfrom the saturated ground .

"
At the( he timettme of their visit ,

"oiloil" was seepingseep 109 intomto CampCamp-

Creek
Camp-

CreekCreekCreekapproximatelyapproximately 60 feet upup-upup-

stream
up-

stream
¬-

stream from the collectioncollection-
ponds

collection-
pondsponds .

"TheThe" oilod , " said the LPALPA-

rcport
LPA-

reportreportrcport , "waswas"WdSWdS" easily collectedcollectedandandand-

four
and-

fourfour water/oilwateroilwateroilsJmpleswateroilsamples/ samplessJmples werewere-

taken
were-

takentaken along the bank . Mr..

MornsMorris located the point of thistillStillS-

seep
this-

seepseep and ignitedIgl1lted the fuel withwith-

aa match . A visible sheenheen waswas-

also
was-

alsoalso observedobservedinm10in Camp CreekCree\CreeCree-

emmanatmg
Creek-

emmanating
\.

emmanatingemmanatmg from this pointpomtpomt-
source

point-
sourcesource .

"
Two new interceptIIItercept ditchesditches-

were
ditches-

werewere dug closer to the gravelgravel-

pad
gravel-

padpad on which the fuel storagestorage-
bladders

storage-
bladdersbladders rest.. FollowingFollowlOg a rere-rere-

commendation
re-

commendation
¬-

commendation of WaszkiewiczWasLklewlcz ,

the breakbreakareaarea was floodedfloodedwithwithwith-

water
with-

waterwater to hasten the oil011 flow andand-

consequently
and-

consequentlyconsequentlyconsequentlyremovalremoval ..
A metal oil-wateroilwater- separatorCparatorCparator-

was
separator-

was '>was utilizeduttlIzed far back from the

creek in place of the crudercruder-
dirt

cruder-
dirtdirt catch basin-pipebasinpipe- separatorseparator-
which

separator-
whichwhich had been in use at thethe-

time
the-

timetime Tundra Times first visitedvisited-

the
visited-

thethe site .

In addition , booms wrappedwrapped-
with

wrapped-
withwith a special absorbent materialmaterial-
were

material-
werewere added at strategic pointspoints-
inin10 the trenches and in thethe-

stream
the-

streamstream itselfilseJf as a finalfinaJ back-upbackupbackup-
to

-

to the collection system .

Under Waszkiewicz ' coordinacoordina-coordina-
tion

coordina-
tion

¬-

tion , BLM , Alyeska , and EPAEPA-

had
EPA-

hadhad effectedeffectedaa far more propro-prof-

essIOnal
pro-

fessional
¬-

fessional and efficient approachapproach-
toto the clean-upcleanup- problem thanthan-

was
than-

waswas evident previously .

RestorationRestora tlon and reseedmgreseedlOgreseeding ofof-

the
of-

thethe tundra will be necessary toto-

cover
to-

covercover the extensive trenchingtrenchlOg ,

but the new methods have beenbeen-

largely
been-

largelylargely successfulsuccessfulinin10 stoppingstoRplOgstoRplOg-
seepage

stopping-
seepageseepage intomto the creek .

. WithinWlthm a few feet of thethe-

Oilsoaked
the-

oilsoakedoil-soakedoilsoaked- ditches , wild blueblue-blue-

berrtes
blue-

berries
¬-

berriesberrtes are growinggrow 109 inm profusion ,

andandinin10 the opinionopmion of bothboth-

state
both-

statestate Fish and Game expert ,

Harvey YoshiharaoshlharaY , and BLM'sBLMsBLM's-

Richard
BLM's-

Richard

'

Richard Johnson , there has beenbeen-

no
been-

nono detectable damage to fish .

Johnson'sJohnsons' report , dated Aug .

5 , states . "FingerlmgFingerlmg"FmgerlmgFmgerlmg"FingerlingFingerling" ArcticArctiC-
char

Arctic-
charchar about 1I andand4/44'kk'/ inchesmches werewere-
observed

were-
observedobservedobservedininm small schools ( upup-
to

up-
toto 6)66)at) at variousvanous locations alongalong-
the

along-
thethe stream .

"FiveFive" Arctic char were obob-obob-

served
ob-

served
¬-

served swimmingwlmmmg just belowbelow-

where
below-

wherewhere seepage was entering thethe-

creek
the-

creekcreek . These fish appeared toto-

be
to-

bebe unbothered by the presencepresence-
of

presence-
ofofofaa light oilot! slick on the waterwater-

Just
water-

justjust above them . One adultadult-

grayling
adult-

graylinggrayling was observedobservedatat thethe-

mouth
the-

mouthmouthmouthofof HappylIappy Valley Creek ."
"InIn"II" n general ,

" the report concon-con-

cludes
con-

cludes
¬-

cludes , "therethere"therctherc" is not readilyreadily-

observable
readily-

observableobservable evidence to indicatemdlcatemdlcate-
that

indicate-
thatthat thist\mtm\ streamstreak, has beenbeen-

dJmdged
been-

damageddamageddJmdged by the fuel that hashas-

escaped
has-

escapedescapedescapedmtoescapedintointomto itIt.. A more dede-dede-

taIled
de-

tailed
¬-

tailed quantitative study of thethe-

bottom
the-

bottombottom fauna above and belowbelow-

the
below-

thethe spill sitesi te may , or may not ,

support a "somewhatsomewhatsomewhat differentdlfferendifferent-
conclusion

tt-

conclusIOnconclusion .
"

Tundra Times originallyongmaJly rere-rere-

ported
re-

ported
¬-

ported the amount spilled asas-

an
as-

anan estimated 200 gallons ofof-

Arctic
of-

ArcticArctic diesel fuel.. Later eses-eses-

timates
es-

timates
¬-

timates by Ray MorrisMorns place thethe-

amount
the-

amountamount closer to 1000 to 15001500-

gallons
1500-

gallonsgallons .

Senator Ted Stevens ,. anotheranother-
topflight

another-
topflighttop-flighttopflight- visitor to HappyHappy-
Valley

Happy-
ValleyValley , announced after viewingvlewmgvlewmg-
the

viewing-
thethe stream , that he hadhadseenseenseen-

"bigger
seen-

"bigger"biggerbigger" slicks from an idlingIdlmgIdlmg-

outboard
idling-

outboardoutboard motor . "
Stevens investigatedmvestlgated the sceneiscenelscenescenel-

Aug
scene-

AugAug . 6 , three weeks .afterafter.. cleanclean-clean-

up
clean-

up
¬-

up operations had been in10 propro-pro-
gre

pro-
gress

¬-

gressgre ss .

CharacterizingCharacterizmg Aspin as anan-

economic
an-

economiceconomic wolfwolfinin10 environmentalenvironmental-
sheep's

environmental-
sheep'ssheep'ssheeps' clothingcothmg! , Stevens chargedcharged-
that

charged-
thatthat Aspin'sAspins' opposition to thethe-

transAlaska
the-

transAlaskatrans-AlaskatransAlaska- pipelinepipeltne is due toto-
the

to-
thethe fact that the CanadianCanadian-
route

Canadian-
routeroute would terminate in thethe-
Midwest

the-
MidwestMidwestAspm'shomeAspen'shome, benefittingbenefiUmgbenefrttmg Aspin'sAspinsAspm'sAspmsAspen'sAspens'

home state .

The Fairbanks News-MinerNewsMinerNews-MNewsMNewsMiner-
headlined

- mermer-
headlmedheadlinedheadlmedstory"Hstory"Ifohumtheir Aug . 8 story
"H9-hum"H9H9hum"HH"Hhum"Ifo-hum"IfoIfohum" >-humhum- to Happy Valley " andand-
found

and-
foundfoundfound the whole incident somesome-some-
thmg

some-
thing

¬-

thingthmg of a laughinglaughmg matter..

"ThereThere" was an urge ,,"" said rere-rere-

source
re-

source
¬-

source editor Ed Martley , "toto"tol-

augh
"tol-

augh
"

laugh out loud . "
In contrast , the NorthernNorthern-

Light
Northern-

LightLight section of the AnchorageAnchorageDailyDaily News , commented : "ItIt"It-
is

"It-
is

"
is passingly strange - or is it -

that news of two oil spills atat-

Happy
at-

HappyHappy Valley Camp since 19701970-

were
1970-

werewere not disclosed to the publicpublic-
until

public-
untiluntil two recent issues of thethe-

Tundra
the-

TundraTundra Times broke the story .,"
"DamagesDamages" and potentialpotentiaJ dada-dada-

mages
da-

mages
¬-

mages are unknown ,,"" said thethe-
publication

the-
publicationpublication . "TheyThey" are not yetyet-
searched

yet-
searchedsearched . These are basic quesques-ques-
tions

¬.-
tionstlons to be answered . We awaitawait-
them

await-
themthem along with the TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes . "

According to the presentpresentFederalFederal Water Pollution ControlControl-
Act

Control-
ActAct , the quantity of oil which isis-

determined
is-

determineddetermined to be harmful to thethe-
public

the-
publicpublic interest is that amount

which Violates"violates" applicable waterwater-

standards
water-

standardsstandards " and/orandorand /! or causes "aa" filmfilm-

or
film-

oror sheen upon or discolorationdiscoloration-
ofof the surfaces of the water oror-

upon
or-

uponupon adjoining shorelines ."
As far as water quality stanstan-stan-

dards
¬.-

dards go , Morris said NO oiloil-

is

oil-

isis allowable in drinkingdrinkingwaterwater .

Had the spill occurred on thethe-

wrong
the-

wrongwrong side of Happy Valley'sValleysValley's-
own

Valley's-
own

'
own water supply and treatmtreatmmmttreatmmm-

tplant
ntnt-

plant
<nt

plant , Morris said it is quiteqUite-
possible

quite-
possiblepossible noxious quantitiesquantItIes-
might

quantities-
mightmight have been picked up .

The state of Alaska is in10-10in-in1-
0vestIgating

in-

vestigating
¬-

vestigating the leak and has in10-10in-in1-
0vlted

in-

vited
¬-

vitedvlted Alyeska officialsofficmls to JuneauJuneau-
toto discuss the spill.. Max BrewerBrewer-

and
Brewer-

andand James AndereggAndere of thethe-

state's
the-

state'sstate'sstates' Environmental ConserConser-Conser-

vation
Conser-

vation
¬-

vation Department are currentlycurrently-
inin the process of gathering data .

Based on findingsfindmgs , the statestate-

mayor
state-

maymaymayoror may not fileme for damagesdamages-
agamst

damages-
againstagainstagamst the Alyeska PipelinePlpeltnePlpeltne-
Se

Pipeline-

ServiceServiceSe mce CompanyC om pan y .

A spokesman for the statestJtestJte-
said

state-

saidsaid they , like BLM , are farfar-

more
far-

moremore interestedmterestedinterestedinin10 preventionpreventIOn-

than
prevention-

thanthan in10 prosecution . In anan-

effort
an-

efforteffort to avoidavoidsimIlarsimilar occuroccur-occur-

rences
occur-

rences
¬-

rences in the future , helie said ,

"WeWe" would like to review thethe-

camp
the-

campcamp procedures . It'sIts' ourour-

expenence
our-

experienceexperienceexpenence , that when thingsthlOgs arearcare-

inin111 'housekeepinghousekeeping'housekeephousekeep'
109

' status , thethe-

operatIOn
the-

operationoperation isn'tisnt' run quite thethe-

way
the-

waywaywayItit should be . We'reWere' goinggOlOggOlOg-

to
going-

toto be takingtaklOg a good looklookatat thethe-

overall
the-

overalloverall set-upsetup- of those camps .
"

BLMBUt has also laid downdown-

suggested
down-

suggestedsuggested guidelinesgUidelmes forfot improvImprov-Improv-
mg

improv-

ing

¬-

ingmg the fuelfuelstoragestorage andIod, disdls-dlsdis-disdls-

tnbutlon
dis-

tribution
¬-

tributiontnbutlon systems . On Aug . 8 ,

a detailed listItst with thirteent\mteentmteentmteens-
pecific

thirteen-
specific

\
specific recommendationsrecommendationsas\\asaswaswas-

drawn
\\ as-

drawndrawn up and submitted toto-

Aleyska
to-

AlyyskaAleyskaAlyyska for consideration . TheThe-

Itst
The-

listlistItst represents an overall upliPup-upup-

grading

¬'-
gradinggrad 109 of safety precautionsprecautlOnprecautions-

The
precautions-

TheThe draftdraftreportreport olotof thethe-

Environmental
the-

EnvironmentalEnvironmental Impact StateState-State-
ment

State-
ment

¬-

ment containedcontamedcontamedreferencescontainedreferencesreferences toto-

"the
to-

"the"thethe" cumulative effects ol01of01-

smaller
of-

smallersmaller chronicchromc losses ," whichwhich-
may

which-
maymay have "significantsignificant" and perper-per-

sisting

¬.-

sistingslstmg impact on the vista of thethe-

affected
the-

affectedaffectedaffectedareaarea "
In[ n petitioningpetllionlOg for the permitpermit-

toto build the pipelineplpelme , AlyeskaAlye\kaAlyekaAlyeka-
made

Alyeska-

made \made reference to sophisticatedsoplusllcatedsoplusllcated-
technology

sophisticated-
technologytechnology , to a finely-engineerfinelyengineernely-engIneer-nelyfinely-engineer-fnelyengIneer-
cd

finelyengineer-
ed

- ¬-

edcd andandreseafchedandresearchedresearchedreseafchedreseafchedsystemresearchedsystemsystem withwith-

the
with-

thethe utmost caution in10 environenvIron-envIron-

.mental
environ-

mental
¬-

.mentalmental.mental protection .

In[ n Feb . of 1971 , David HenlienIlen-IlenIlen-

derson
¬.-

derson speakingspeakmg for that comcom-com-

pany
com-

pany
¬-

pany , pledged that there wouldwould-

be
would-

bebe "aa" fail-safefailsafefall-safefall- automatic systemsystem-

of
system-

ofof operation and surveillance , aa-

system
a-

systemsystem of preventive maintemamtemainte-mainte-
nance

¬.-

nance to keep all facilitiesfacilitie.tfacilitietfacJlltj . in101-
0order

in-

orderorder , a control system toto-

detect
to-

detectdetect leakage , blockblockvalvesvalves , etc . ,
etc . "

If the public is to givegive-
credence

give-
credencecredence to Alyeska'sAlyeskas' desire forfor-

aa quality system qualityquaJlty mustmust-
be

must-
bebe demonstrateddemonstratedatat every levelleve-
lof

leve-
lofof the operation .,

The present "mothballmothball" "
status of the project is unun-unun-

doubtedly
un-

doubtedly
¬-

doubtedly debilitatingdeb ltatmg to thethe-

morale
the-

moralemorale of the men who standstand-

ready
stand-

readyready to deliver this enormouslyenormously-
richrich product to the AmericanAmencanAmencan-
public

American-
publicpublic . At Happy ValleyVaJley , atat-

Dietrich
at-

DietrichDietrich Camp , and at othersothers-
along

others-
alongalong the route , millionsmLlltons ofof-

dollars
of-

dollarsdollars of equipment stand idle -

waiting . .

In the interimin terlm , these samesame-

camps
same-

campscamps have experienced moremore-
than

more-
thanthan one malfunctioning of thethe-

basic
the-

.basic
the-

basic-basicbasic.basic-. fuel storage system , aa-

simply
a-

simplysimply engineered system inIn-

relation
in-

relationrelation to the complexity of thethe-

engineering
the-

engineeringengineeringrequiredforexpertise required
for the entire pipeline .

Last week , Tundra Times rere-rere-

ceived
re-

ceived
¬-

ceivedceivednewsnews ofofanan unconfirmedunconfirmed-
spill

unconfirmed-
spillspill of 10,00010000, gallons atat-

another
at-

anotheranother major camp on thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorthHappyValleySlope . The Happy
Valley spill is not an isolatedisolated-
occurrence

isolated-
occurrenceoccurrence . It is a symptonsympton-
ofof a system which needs rere-rere-

fining
re-

fining
¬-

fining if environmental propro-pro-

tection
pro-

tection
¬-

tection is to be a reality inin-

this
in-

thisthis project and not a popularpopular-
political

popular-
politicalpolitical catchword .

How does all this concern

the Alaskan Native ? TheThe-

Anchorage
The-

AnchorageAnchorage Urban Native NewsNews-

recently
News-

recentlyrecently carried the remarks ofof-

Tom
of-

TomTom Porter , of the MohawkMohawk-

Nation
Mohawk-

NationNation of the Iroquois ConCon-Con-

federacy
Con-

federacy
¬-

federacy :

'ThisThis"This'" land of North AmericaAmericaI-

Sis Indian land ,
,"" said Porter..

"TheThe" Creator put us here . TheThe-

white
The-

whitewhite man is welcome to livelive-

with
live-

withwithwithusus on our land only if hehe-

respects
he-

respectsrespects the earth , our mother ,

and treats her as his ownown-

mother
own-

mothermother . "
motherVhen"VyhenVyhen\VhenVhen"WhenWhen"\ we have polluted thethe-

last
the-

lastlast stream , poisoned the lastlast-

fish
last-

fishfish , killed the last deer , thenthen-

3I1d

then-

andand3I1d only then will we realizerealize-

we
realize-

wewe cannot eatcat all the money inmm-

the
in-

thethe bank . Our troubles comeconiccome-

when
conic-

whenwhen we put ourselvesoursclves aboveabove-

nature
above-

naturenature insteadmstead of realizingreall71ngreall71ngwerealizingwewewe-

are
we-

areare just a part ofofItitIt.. ThisTim is thethe-

arrogance
( fiefie-

arrogancearrogance of manmJn .
" .


