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NCATsNCAI'sNCAIs' Leon CookCool{ Defines Problems Facing NatiyeNative Americans
By PAT MONOGHANMONOGIIANMONOGHAN-

MINNEAPOLIS

MONOGIIAN-

MINNEAPOLISMINNEAPOLIS - One weekweek-

after

week-

afterafter introducing a Native-rightsNativerightsNatlve-nghtsNatlvenghtsNatlvenghts-
plank

Nativerights-
plank

-

plank to the Democratic NationNation-Nation-
al

¬-

al Convention and proudlyproudly-
witnessmg

proudly-
witnessingwitnessingwitnessmg its near-unamimousnearunamimousnear-unarmmousunarmmousnearunarmmous-
passage

nearunamimous-
passage

-

passage , Leon Cook tersely butbut-

eloquently

but-

eloquentlyeloquently defined for TUNTUN-TUN-

DRA

¬.-

DRA TIMES the problems-
facing

problemsproblems-
facmgfacingfacmg Native AmericansAmerlcans-AmerlcansAmerlcans-
Issuing

-
issuing inm particular a strongstrong-

warning
strong-

warningwarning againstagamst "thisthis" adminisadnunls-adnunlsadminis-adnunls-
tration's

adminis-
tration's

¬-

tration'strations' covert policypolicyofof ecoeco-eco-

nomically
eco-

nomically

¬-

nomically forcingforctOg Indians out ofof-

thClr

of-

theirtheirthClr natural communities andand-

mto

and-

intointomto urban America , there toto-

destroy

to-

destroydestroy themtllem
, ,

as a people and asas-

a

as-

a "a culture .

"ThatThat" policy means that wewe-

would

we-

wouldwould be assimilatedassimilatedintointomto thethe-

polluted
the-

pollutedpolluted mainstreammaIO stream of AmeriAmen-AmenAmeri-Amen-
can

Ameri-

can

¬-

can life ," asserts Cook , at 3232-

the

32-

thethe youngest president into thethe-

27year
the-

27year27-year27year- history of the NationalNatIOnal-

Congress
National-

CongressCongress of AmericanAmencan IndiansIndIans-

and
Indians-

andand a highly-regardedhighlyregarded- MinneMIOneMinne-Minne-

sota

¬.-

sota Indian leader..

Cook compared for TUNTUN-TUN-

DRA
TUN-

DRA

¬-

DRA TIMES the situation concon-con-

fronting

¬.-

frontingfrontmg Alaskan Natives sincestOcestOce-

passage
since-

passagepassage of the land-claimslandclaimsland.clalmslandclalms-. billbill-

to

bill-

toto similar land-rightslandrights- disputesdIsputes-
across

disputes-
acrossacross the nationnatton .

"ThereThere" was great supportsupport-
here

support-
herehere for settlement of the AlaskaAlaska-

claims
Alaska-

claimsclaims ," he Declaredeclared , due toto-

stateside
to-

statesidestateside Indian awareness of thethe-

complexIties
the-

complexitiescomplexities of such settlesettle-settle-

ments

¬.-

ments..

But , he claims , Alaskan NaNa-Na-

tives

Na-

tives

¬-

tives face difficult times in10 theirtheir-

attempt
their-

attemptattempt to gaingam cultural andand-

economIc

and-

economiceconomic autonomy .

Cook accuses the federalfederal-

government
federal-

governmentgovernment ofof"a"aa" planned propro-pro-

gram

¬.-

gram of terminationtermmatlon of IndianIndian-

country
Indian-

countrycountry ,
,"" and suspects that thethe-

recent
the-

recentrecent Alaskan claims settlementsettlement-
may

settlement-
maymay be part of that plan .

"InIn" 20 years , AlaskanAla an NativesNatIves-

will
Natives-

willwill behe paying taxes on all thatthat-

land
that-

landland .. Now ,, 20 years isn't-

enough
isn'tisntIsn't-

enough

'

enough time to buildbuildaa solidsolid-

economic

solid-

economiceconomic base , particularlyparticularly-
when

particularly-
whenwhen you consider that moneymoney-
goes

money-
goesgoes about half as far upuptheretherethere-

as

there-

asas it does down here ,
,'' Cook

explained .

Helie pointedpomted to the predicapredica-predica-
ment

¬.-

ment of the Menomonie IndianIndIansIndIans-

of
Indians-

of
;

of WisconsinWisconsm , who lost theiitheirtheir-

entire
their-

entireentire land holdings through taxtax-

forfeIt
tax-

forfeitforfeit -- lands which IndianIndian-

groups

Indian-

groupsgroups are presently demandingdemanddemanding-
be

109109-

bebe restored to the tribetnbe .

"HalfHalf"flalfflalf"Halfof" of the territoryterntory heldheld-

by

held-

byby Indians 100 years ago is-

gone

iISI-

Sgone

<

gone ,
,"" Cook continuedcontmued , "downdown"down-

from
"down-

from

"
from 84 to 44 million acres . "

"I'mIm"'' not sure ,,", " Cook quesques-ques-

tioned

-.

tioned , "thatthat" Alaskans are awareaware-

of
aware-

ofof the viciousness of the corcor-cor-

porate

-.

porate and economic interestsmterests olofofof-

this

of-

thisthis nationnatonnaton ..
"

The "consumptiveconsumptive" mentality "

of corporate interestsmterests is frefre-frefre-

quently

¬-.

quently supported , he maintainslOam tams ,,

by federal policies which coco-co-

operate
co-coco-

operate

¬--

operate in10 the exploitation olofofof-

NatIve
of-

NativeNative resources , "bothboth" humanhuman-
and

human-

andand natural .
"

Despite his gloomy view olofofof-

the

of-

thethe Alaskan claims settlement -
which Cook charges was a sopsop-

to
sop-

toto the "conscienceconscience" of whitewllltewlllte-

Amenca
white-

AmericaAmericaAmenca , which was vicariouslyvicariously-
satisfied

vicariously-
satisfiedsatisfied that justice was beingbebeing-

done
109109-

donedone , by the charade ofofinin10-10in-in10-

vestigatlOns
in-

vestigations

¬--

vestigationsvestigatlOns and hearings .
"

The IndianIndl3n leader praised thethe-

shrewd
the-

shrewdshrewd political maneuveringmaneuvenng olofof-

Alaskan

of-

AlaskanAlaskan Natives , singlingsmgllng out asasas-

noteworthy
as-

noteworthynoteworthy the establishment olofof-

the

of-

thethe Arctic Slope Borough .

'TheThe"The'" only way to protestprotest-
againstagainstgamst excessive taxation inm the-

future
thethe-

futurefuture is through political poweipower
-- Native legislators and senasena-sena-

tors

¬-.

tors ," Cook contends .. "InIn" lieulieu-

of
lieu-

ofof a solid economic base , wewe-

must
we-

mustmust develop political strength ..
'"'

TurningTurnmg to issues of nationalnational-
scope

national-
scopescope , Cook describeddescnbed the part-

that
parlpartpart-

thatthat Native AmericansAmencans played 1rinin-

the

in-

thethe Democratic convention .

"WeWe" had 26 Indians at thethe-

conventIOn

the-

conventionconvention . Alaska and MinMm-MmMm-

nesota

¬-'

nesota , with five delegates each ,,

werewrrr tiedlIed for firstffrr t placeplacr " CookCook-

saId
Cook-

saidsaid .

"AndAnd" we had excellent in10-10in-in1-
0ternal

in-

ternal

¬-

ternal communications .
"

The Native caucus presentedpresented-
toto the convention a strongly-stronglystrongly-
worded

strongly-
worded

strongly-
worded

--

worded document calling for an

"endend" to the cultural genocidegenocide-
practIced

genocide-
practicedpracticed on Indians throughthrough-
sophIstIcated

through-
sophisticatedsophisticated means ," which waswas-

resoundmgly
was-

resoundinglyresoundinglyresoundmgly approved .

Cook attributes this unifiedunified-
actton

unified-
actionactionactton to a new coalescence ofof-

feeling
of-

feelingfeeling among Native Americans ,

"We'veWeve" ' passed through tribaltribal-tribal-

Ism

tribal-

ism

¬-

ism ,, ethnocentrism . We areare-

begmnmg
are-

beginningbeginningbegmnmg to shed tribalism forfor-

greater
for-

greatergreater issues , for issues affectingaffectmgaffectmg-
Jlllndians

affecting-
allallJlllndiansIndians .

"
HeIlllie' called thistllS) new feeling ofof-

of
of-

ofof unity a "renaissancerenaissance" " ofof-

cultural

of-

culturalcultural awareness ' which hashas-

"been

has-

"been"beenbeen" speeded up by the visiVISI-VIS-

Ibility

visi-

bility

¬-

bility of IndunIndian leaders andand-

Indian

and-

IndianIndian organisationsorgaOll3tlonsorganizations .
"

A new coalition of NCAINC AI ,

the National Indian YouthYouth-
Council

Youth-
CouncilCouncil , the National TribalTribal-

Council
Tribal-

CouncilCouncil and the American InIn-InIn-

dian

In-

dian

¬-

dian Movement - dubbeddubbed-
COINS

dubbed-
COINSCOINS ( Coalition to OrganizeOrganize-

Indians
Organize-

IndiansIndians and Natives ) - waswas-

described
was-

describeddescribed as one such umbrellaumbrella-

orgaOlzatlOn

umbrella-

organizationorganizationorgaOlzatlOn aimingalmmg at improvingImprovmgImprovmg-
commUnication

improving-
communicationcommunication and cooperation-
among

cooperationcooperatIOn-
amongamong the various groups .

Cook admitsadnuts that there areare-

still

are-

stillstill divisions - "youngyoung" and old ,

small and large reservations , urur-urur-

ban
ur-

ban

¬--

ban and rural , radical and concon-con-

servative
con-

servative

¬-

servative " - but he contendscontends-
that

contends-
thatthat issues of land ,, water , hunt-

ing
hunthunt-hunt-

109

¬-

ing109 and fishingfishmg rightsnghts , as wellwell-

as
well-

asas taxation disputes , supercedesupercede-
these

supercede-
thesethese and other traditionaltraditIonal-
divisions

traditional-
divisionsdivisions .

Such unityulllty extends to andand-

mcludes
and-

includesincludesmcludes Alaskan Natives , acac-acac-

cordmg
ac-

cording

¬-

cordingcordmg to Cook . HelieIle notednoted-

that
noted-

thatthat establishment of the AlaskaAlaska-

FederatIon
Alaska-

FederationFederation of Natives forged aa-

decIsIve
a-

decisivedecisive linklinkinin10 the chainchall1 otofot-

commUnications

of-

communicationscommunications between state-

side
statestate-state-

side

-¬-

side and AtoskanAlaskanA skan Natives .

"PriorPrior"PnorPnor" to the formation ofof-

AFN

of-

AFNAFN , there was really nothingnotlllngnotlllng-
unified

nothing-
unifiedunified to communicate with ,

,""
he pointedpomted out.. "AFNAFN" isI !> nownow-

generally
now-

generallygenerallygenerallyrecognizedrecognized by IndianIndian-

leaders
Indian-

leadersFeadersleaders here - justlust walk intomto

JIINAIINA-

rr<
YY-

5h

,TtTtItlItl .

5h5h-

ee

LEON COOKCOOK-YoungCOOKYoung-Young ,, dynamicdynamic-
and

dynamic-
andand outspoken is the currentcurrent-
president

current-
presidentpresident of the National ConCon-Con-

gress
Con-

gress

¬-

gress of American Indians LeonLeon-

Cook
Leon-

CookCook .. Cook successfully introintro-intro-

duced
intro-

duced

¬-

duced the Native Rights plankplank-

at
plank-

atat the Democratic NationalNational-
Convention

National-
ConventionConvention in Miami ,, FloridaFlondaFlonda-
which

Florida-

whichwhich passedpass d almost unaniunani-unani-

mously
unani-

mously

¬-

mously .. *

- MINNEAPOLIS TRIBUNETRIBUNE-

Photo
TRIBUNE-

PhotoPhoto

any Indian jointjomt and mentionmention-
Itit , everyone will knowknowvhat\vhatvhatwhat\", hat youyou-

mean
you-

meanmean - and as a result there'stheresthere's-
greater

there's-
greater

'

greater awareness here ofof-

Alaskan

of-

AlaskanAlaskan issues ..
"

"MediaMedia" exchange ,, IndianIndian-

newspapers

Indian-

newspapersnewspapers like the TUNDRATUNDRA-
TlMIS

TUNDRA-
TIMESTIMESTlMIS: , makesnukes a great ditter-ditterdilfer-dilferdiffer-differdiffer-

ference
ditter-

ference
dilfer-

ference

-

ference too ,
" CookCooksayssaysay "AndAnd"And-

of
"And-

of

"
ofofcoursecourse , personal contact isI-

SImportan

is-

importantimportantImportant The names , eveneven-

the
even-

thethe faces , of many Alaskan-

Native
AlaskanAla kankan-

Native
>

Native leaders arearc well knownknown-
toto theth IndianIndlJTl community downdown-

here
down-

here
,

here .. "

Presently servingserYmg asa !> assistantasmtantasmtant-
director

assistant-
directordirector of urban affairsaffJlrs andand-

comultant
and-

consultantconsultantcomultant in Indian affairs to-

the

toto-

thethe MinneapolisMmneapohs School Board ,

Lee Cook dividesdlvldcs hisIlls timetlll1e bebe-bebe-

tween

be-

tween

¬-

tween that job and hisIlls underunder-under-

staffed

under-

staffed

¬-

staffed NCAINC AI office in111 WashingWashing-WaWashin-
gton'D.C

!> llIng-llIngllIng-

ton'D.C
¬-

tonton'D.CtonD.CtonDC, TJ.CTJC'
.

ton'D.CIllsTJ.CHis
HisIlls involvement1I1volvcment in111 the IndianIndian-

rights

Indian-

rightsrights movement is of longlong-

standll1g

long-

standingstandingstandll1g and he has worked torfortor-

mhan
for-

IndianIndianmhan( goals through the Com-ComCom-

ijiumty

Com-

Ij1Unlty

('-

oni-
'-

oni
o- ni'-

oniitiumty
' -

ijiumtyIj1Unltyitiumty Action Program ,, thethe-

Ecolllmllc

the-

EconomicEconomicEcolllmllc DevelopmentDcvelopment AdminiAdm1l11-Adm1l11Admini-Admini-

stration

Adm1l1-

1stratlon

¬-

strationstratlon ( of whichwlllch he wasWJ senior'iCllIoriCllIor'iCllIo-

rf

'iCllIor-

eld
senior-

field 'fieldfeld coordinatorcoordlrlJtor lorfor the South-SouthSouth-

West

South-

west
South-

West

-

Westwest)) and the BureauBureJu otlJtof Indianndl.lnndllnIIndian-

Affairs

ndl.ln-

AfLur
.

AffairsAfLur, ( lorfor which", llIch he svasAas'JJ"'Aas-

Deputy

,
DeputyDepllty Director ol01of 1I conomicCOI1lHT1ICCOI1lHT1-

ICDcwloplllelil

conomic-
DevelopnienDfvelopmentDcwloplllelilDevelopnienl ) .

lieIle1111.' is' a lull-bloodedlullbloodedfull-bloodedfull- ChippewaClllppew.1Clllppew1Chippewa-
from

Clllppew.1-

from
.

from the Red Lake ReservationRe rvatlon ,

Minnesota'sMinnesotasMlIlDesota'sMlIlDesotas' only closedcloed, reserreser-reser-

vatIOn

reser-

vation

¬--

vation .

Cook describeddescribedade crlbedcrlbedaa majormajlH pro-propro-

blcni
pro-

blcn
pro-

bler

-

blcniblcnbler i now facingfacIIIg IndianIndtan oror-oror-

garll

or-

ganizatni

¬-

gangarllganizatnilAftToTfsJ1i 1ts , traditionallytradltlllnalltraditionallystrong} strongttong-ttongstrong-strong-

er

, ttong-

er

¬-

er west of the MississippiMI !> I lppl River ,

asa their attempt to drawdr aw supportlIpportsupport-
front

lIpport-

ftomfromftomfront LdsternLastern and SoutheasternSoutheaSoutheastern-
tribes

!> terntern-

tribestribes
tribesAlthoughtribesAI

AlthoughAI though they are "muchmuch" les-
sdevtaliled

lessIe.
devtali/eddevtalieddevtJIlleddevtaliled: / religiouslyreliglOlhlyreliglOlhlyandreligiouslyandand cul1111-1111cul-cul111-

1turally

cul-

turally

.' ¬-

turally ,
,"" these tribes have parpar-par-

ticipated
par-

ticipated

¬-

ticipated but little inm national-
Indian

nationalnational-
IndianIndian orgam/ationsorgamationsorgamlatlonsorganizationsorgamations-

"That's
orgamlatlons-

"That's
organizations-

"That's
/

"That'sThats" '' one reason whyyhy, wewe-

the

we-

the( the NationalNatlonJI CongressCongres ot01of AmeriAmeri-Anien-AnienAmeri-

can
Anien-

can

¬-

can IndiansIndlam ) are holdmgourholdingourholdingholdmg our-

annual
ourour-

annualannual convention inm Sarasota ,,

FloridaFlonda ,
" helie explainedcxplamed ..

Cook touch brieflybrleny on otherother-
Is

other-

issuesissuesIs !> ues continuingcontmumg support torlorforlor-

tnbe

for-

tribestribestnbe !> engagedengagedinin111 boundarybOllndary disdl\-dldis-dl-

putes

dis-

putes
\ ¬-

putes , supportSllpport for restorationretoratlonretoratlon-
of

restoration-
of

,
olof the MenomonieMenomol1le landIJnd , at-

tempts

atat-

temptstempts to establishestahlih, taxationtax.ltlontaxltlontax.ltlon-
authority

taxation-
authority

.

authority on reservationsre crvatllln\crvatlllncrvatlllntrllg\ , strugstrug-

glen

trllgtrllg-

gleglesglengle , to define adequateJdequJte huntinghunt1l1ghunt1l1g-

and
hunting-

andandand1Ill1nghshing1I\ll1ng1Ill1ngtsiting\ privilegesptlvilegl" do/ensdoensdO/l'n\l'nlndozensdOl'n-
ot

dozens-
of

/ ' \
otof localloulloulISlIelocalissuesissuesIS\lIe\ISlIeISlIedl'pltl\ \ dispitedl'pltldlpltldespite' ' whichwluch'" 11Ich .,

CookCoo " envisionsenVI'll1ll\enVI'll1llenVIll1llenVI'll1lla' \ a newnl'WnlW' surgeurgl, ' olofof-

unity

of-

unityunity amongantling NativeNJtlvc AmericansAlllerlCII1Attle'ricansAttlericans' , ,
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JimBoudreauxJim BoudreauxBoudreaux-
brings

Boudreaux-
bringsbrings Santa Claus-
to

GlausClausClaus-
toto town .

. rrrr-

tt

It'sItsI t'sts' not just that Jim put together thethe-

Anchorage
the-

AnchorageAnchorage Christmas Parade or thethe-

servicemen's
the-

servicemen'sservicemen'sservicemens' Christmas DinnerDmner Program ,

but as president of the AnchorageAnchorage-

Jay
Anchorage-

JayceesJayceesJay es he helped bringbrmg Santa to 100100-

children
100-

childrenchildren who were treated to a freefree-

holiday
free-

holidayholiday shoppingshoppmg spree . KidsKld $ areare-

Important
are-

importantimportant to Jim , and Jaycee projectsprojecHprojecH-

like

projects-

likelike the Junior Fish Derby ,. which brings-

area
bringsbrmgsbrmgs-

areaarea youngsters out to vie for fish in a

4. specially-stockedspeciallystocked- lake , emphasize thethe-

things
the-

thingsthings that are important tcrkidstto1< kids . As staffstaff-

accountant
staff-

accountantaccountant for Atlantic Richfield ,. JimJim-

deals
Jim-

dealsdeals in pretty high financefmance , but he'sheshe's-

knowledgeable
he's-

knowledgeable

'

knowledgeable about other moneymoney-

matters
money-

mattersmatters ,, too ,, through work on JayceeJaycee-

projects
Jaycee-

projectsprojects like a benefit nightclub performperform-

ance
perform-

anceance for the retarded children'schildrens' associationaSOclatlon$ ,

or raisingralsmg funds for the Children'sChildrens' ZboZ60Zoo .

AtlanticRichfieldCompanyAtlanticRichfteldCompanyAtlanticRichfieldComparvy t<>


