
Gravel Backs Bill to Promote Sale of Native ArtsArtsandand Craftsdrafts
WASHINGTON , D . C . --

Senator Mike Gravel has co-coco-

sponsored
co-

sponsored
co-

sponsored
-

sponsored legislation inm the U . S .

Senate designed to promote thethe-
sale

the-
salesale of Alaskan arts and crafts inIn-

the
in-

thethe United States andandininmothermother-
countnes

otherother-
countriescountriescountnes .

The bill , S . 3785 , was intromtro-mtrointro-mtro-
duced

intro-
duced

¬-

ducedducedrecentlyrecently by SenatorSenator-
Charles

Senator-
CharlesCharlesMarylandMcC.. Mathias of MaryMary-¬-

land .

AccordingAccordmg to Senator Gravel ,

the legislation wouldwouldestablishestablishestablish-
aa special OfficeOflceOfl ce of AmericanAmeflcanAmeflcan-
Arts

American-
ArtsArts and Handcrafts withinwltlun thethe-

Department
the-

DepartmentDepartment of CommercellJmmerCe toto-

assist
to-

assistassist AmericanAmencan craftsmen in1II1I-

Ipromoting
in-

promotingpromoting andandselllllgandsellingsellingselllllg theirtheutheu-

wlJrk
their-

workworkwlJrk
workThewlJrkThe

The Alaska DemocratDemocral saidsaid-

that
said-

thatthat craftsmen around the NaNa-NaNa-

tion

¬.-

tiontlon , but especially in1II Alaska ,

have asked for such assistanceassistance-
and

assistance-
andand would take full advantageadvantage-
ofof such an office once it isis-

created
is-

createdcreated ..

HelIe added that there is aa-

worldwide
a-

worldwideworld-wideworldwide- demand for thethe-
crafts

the-
craftscrafts whichwhIchISis not ,, at thethe-

moment
the-

momentmoment , beingbelllg met..

"AlaskanAlaskan" craftsmen havehave-

developed
have-

developeddeveloped many unique craftscrafts-
and

crafts-
andandand'art'-

art
a-rt'-

art
a-rt'-

art
a-rt' forms that have gainedgamedgamed-

worldwide
gained-

worldwideworld-wideworldwide- recognition for theirtheir-

beauty
their-

beautybeauty andandonglOalltyandoriginalityoriginalityonglOallty ," SenatorSenator-
Gravel

Senator-
GravelGravelGravelsaidsaid . "TheThe" distributiondlstnbutlondlstnbutlon-
and

distribution-
andandandsalesale of these products hashas-
however

has-
howeverhowever , been limitedhmltedhmltednotlimitednotnot byby-

lack
by-

lacklacklackofofofabilityability to produce , butbut-

by
but-

byby the lacklackofof expertise inlI!lI-
advertlsmg

in-

advertisingadvertisingadvertlsmg , distributiondlstnbutlOn andand-
marketing

and-
marketing ""marketing

Last year , a limitedIUl1lted programprogram-
wa

program-
waswaswa begun m1IIin the Office of

Economic Opportunity to helphelp-

Native
help-

NativeNative Americans distributedistnbute andand-

market
and-

marketmarket handcrafts . SenatorSenator-
Gravel

Senator-
GravelGravel supports the OEO propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

¬-

gram , but feels that additionaladditional-
expertise

additional-
expertiseexpertise should be available .

The Alaska Democrat said ,

"AlaskanAlaskan" artists and craftsmencraftsmen-
should

craftsmen-
shouldshould have available to themthem-

other
them-

otherother avenues than this smallsmall-
program

small-
programprogram of OEO . For thisthis-
reason

this-
reasonreason , IIamam cosponsoring andand-
will

and-
willwill work for passage of thisthis-
new

this-
newnew legislation . The assistance

that the Office of AmericanAmencanAmencan-
Arts

American-
ArtsArts and Handcrafts will provideprovide-
Alaskans

provide-
AlaskansAlaskans will be significantsigmficant..

The legislation will provide aa-

much
a-

muchmuch needed bridgebndge betweenbetween-
the

between-
thethe craftsman and thethe-

consumer
the-

consumerconsumer.. " -


