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The new Bush Earth Station at Noorvik , AlaskaAlaska-

RCA

Alaska-

RCA

Alaska-

RCA

.

-RCARCA- COMMUNICATIONS PHOTO

RCA ' spansspans . .
' communication, gap

First telephone callcallmademademade-
from

made-
fromfrom villagevillqge of NoorvikNoorvik-
toto Juneau via RCA SatcomSatcomAd-

vanced

SatcSatcomAd-

vanced

m
Advanced satellitesateUite technology spanned thethe-

communications
the-

communicationscommunications gapp in many remote ruralmral villages ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska on Friday . Lt.. Governor Lowell Thomas , Jr .

inaugurated service with the first .telephonetelephone., call from thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage of Noorvik to Governor Jay S . Hammond in JuneauJuneau-
via

Juneau-
viavia RCA Satcom I orbiting some 22,30022300, triflesmiles in outerouter-
space

outer-
spacespace .

RCA Alaska CommunicationsCommUntCatlOns ,

Inc . , in agreement with the StateState-

of
State-

ofof Alaska , set outou t late lastlaslast-

summer
tt-

summsummersumm r to introduce telephonetelephtelephone-
communications

nene-

communicationscommunications in everyevery-

Alaskan
every-

AlaskanAlaskan community of 25 oror-

more
or-

moremore people by constructing atat-

least
at-

leastleast 100 smallsmail earthearth-

stationswith
earth-

stationswithstations-withstationswith- 15-foot15foot- diameterdiameter-
antennas

diameter-
antennasantennas-antennasantennasthroughout- throughout the state .

In accord with the state on thethe-

locations
the-

locationslocations , Alascom field crewscrews-

visited
crews-

visitedvisited 20 bush villages .

They worked throughout thethe-

subzero
the-

subzerosub-zerosubzero- winter months north ofof-

the
of-

thethe Arctic Circle and deep inin-

Alaska's
in-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' panhandle to lay thethe-

foundations
the-

foundationsfoundations and installinstaB thethe-

facilities
the-

facilitiesfacilities for the first eartheart-
hstations

eart-
hstationsstations . Joining GovernorGovernor-
Hammond

Governor-
HammondHammond in Juneau to receivereceive-

the
receive-

thethe first call , Alascom PresidentPresidPresident'-
Ben

ntnt-

'BenBen'Ben'' W . Agee hailed the start ofof-

satclJite
of-

satellitesatellitesatclJite service under thethe-

program
the-

programprogram as a dramatic momentmoment-
in'state

momen-
tinstateininstatein'state-statestate-' communications history .

He said : "TheThe" inauguration ofof-

satellite
of-

satellitesatellite communications inin-

Noorvik
in-

NoorvikNoorvik through the use of thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst pfof somes me 100109109smailsmallsmail .earthearth., earth-
stations

art
stations that will tiebe

,.
constructedconstructe-

dthroughout
constructedconstructe-

dthroughoutthroughout ruralrurlrural AlaskaAlaska-

tepresents
Alaska-

tepresentsrepresentstepresents a major milestone forfor-

the
for-

thethe people of the statesta te . "
Mr . Agee stated further : "TheThe"The-

program
"The-

program

"

program demonstrates what cancan-

be

can-

bebe accomplished to modernizemodernize-
long

modernize-
longlong line communications , and itit-

banishes
it-

banishesbanishes centuries old isolationisolation-
with

isolation-
withwith the outside world from

rural areas of Alaska ..""
In addition to LtLt.. Governo'rGovernorGoverndrGovernd-

rThomas
Governo-

rThomas

'

Thomas , NANA regionalregioQalregioQa-

lcorporation
regiona-

lcorporationcorporation officials , plusplus-

Noorvik
plus-

NoorvikNoorvik Mayor Ike JacksonJackson-

initiated
Jackson-

initiatedinitiated calls to the capitol fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe village earth station to speakspeak-
with

speak-
withwith legislative leaders of bothboth-

houses
both-

houseshouses . Six of the first 20 smallsmall-

earth
small-

earthearth stationsst ltions arearc located in thethe-

Kot7ebue
the-

KotzebueKot/ebueKotebueKot7ebueKotzebue/ area .
( ContinuedCol1tlnued on Page 6)6)
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Satellite
4)4) ',

Satellite communicationscommunications-
Crvice

communications-
serviceserviceCrvice$ was also scheduled toto-

start
to-

startstart. at Kivalina , Noatak ,{;< '

Shungnak , Savoonga , TanunakT nunak ,

Toksook Bay and Mekoryukekoryuk .

Service will be turned up at all

20 of the firstfust earth stations inin-

May
in-

MayMay upon the successful-
completion

successfulsuccessful-
completioncompletion of engineering tests ,.,

The initial circuit capacity forfor-

each
for-

eacheach'' station is eight channelschannets ,

but two channels will be usedused-

initially
used-

initiallyinitially to provide each villagevillage-

with
village-

withwith a dial telephone for publicpublic-

use
public-

useuse and emergency medicalmedical-

service
medical-

serviceservice for the Alaska NativeNative-

Health
Native-

HealthHealth ServiceSerYice .

Pen/dingPendingPendingP e n/dnd/ i 'nn' g FFedFede'ralFederalFede'ralCo-
mmunications

e d et'aAetaAe t' ': ailail-

Comm

)

CommunicationsComm nicatioflS CommissionCommission-
authorization

Commission-
authorizationauthorization , Alascom fieldfield-

creW
field-

crewscrewscreW$ will be ' dispatched to thethe-

bush
1

bush inil1; June to start laying thethe-
I

the-

foundationsI foundations and installation forfor-

additional
for-

additionaladditional small earth stationsstation-
sJ

stations-
hishisJs year .

'

The ;: villages forfar this second-

phase
ssecondcondcond-

phasephase-phasephaseof.'- of the program werewenwere-

selectedselected by both the StateStat Officepfficepffice-
of

Office-

of
'

of TelecommunicationsTelecommunication'sTelecommunicationsTelecommunicatio is
'

, andand-

Al
and-

AlascomAlascomAlscqm 'inin"in'accordance-wththq"in'accordanceinaccordancewththq"in'accordancewththq-
recommendations

'" rdccor'

accordancenc -.wjuVthewjuVthe., }th"thtjththtjth"tht-
jrecommendations

", ,

recommendations of the-thethe-

Telficpmmunications
-,

TelficpmmunicationsTelccommunicationsTele'cpmTelecpm' nunications AdvisoryAdvisorAdvisory-

Committee
''

CommitteeConimittee of the Alaska
FederationFederationofof Natives and thethe-

N
the-

NativeNativeN tive Health Service .


