
ToovakToovakmissingmissingmissing-
inin whalingwhaling-
accidentaccidentaccidentBA-

RROWHunter

accidentBA-

RROWhunterBARROW-HunterBARROWHunter- VernonVernon-

John
Vernon-

JohnJohn Toovak , 18 ,. missing andand-
presumed

and-
presumedpresumed dead as the result ofofaof-

whaling
of-

whaling
a

whaling accident orron May 7 .

Toovak was a member of CaptainCaptain-
John

Captain-
JohnJohn Leavitt'sLeavitts' seven man crewcrew-

which
crew-

whichwhich at 3 a.mam. . gave chase to andand-

struck
and-

struck
'-

a
a.'

struck a giant bowheadbowheadwhalewhale .

The animal apparently broachedbroached-
when

broached-
whenwhen the hunter'shunters' bombbomb-

exploded
bomb-

explodedexploded,, capsizing their skinskin-

60at
skin-

boatBoat60at and"1and1and "!' turningturrHng the ' men intointo-

the
into-

thethe ice bordered lead .

A 15 mph wind was reported atat-

the
at-

thethe time , ajonga ong with aa18-1818.18-. degreedegree-
chill

degree-
chillchill factor , but quickquickrescuerescuerescue-
efforts

rescue-
effortsefforts by ij1. other nearby crewscrews-

account
crews-

accountaccount for survivors .

The BarrowBarrow RescueRescue-
Department

Rescue-
DepartmentDepartment moblized with thethe-

Navy
the-

NavyNavy Arcti ? Research Lab FireFire-

Departmentj
Fire-

DepartmentsDepartmentDepartmentjDepartmentsDepartmentjthethe Barrow PolicePoricePorice-

and
Police-

andand AlaskkAlaskAlaskfAlaskfState' State Troopers ,

setting up
, contact with thethe-

accident
the-

accidentaccident scene through the CoastCoast-

Guard
Coast-

GuardGuard Radio
'

station .

Barrow citizens volunteeredvolunteered-
dry

volunteered-
drydry , warm clothing whichwl ch wasw.asw.a-
srushed

was-

rushed
.

rushed to the ice by snowsnow-

machine
snow-

machinemachine andandsinceandLsinceand1-sinceand1since-sincesince-- no helicopterhelicopter-
waswas available-evacuationavailableevacuation- ofof-

survivqrs
of-

survivorssurvivorssurvivqrs was also made by snowsnow-

machine
snow-

machinemachine . .

(Continued on Page 6)6)



Missing . . .

( Continued from PasP-P-PfPa !,+fe! JI1)11)-

The
)

The men-PerrymenPerry- Elavgak ,

Ronald Numnik , Arthur Okteaka ,,

Kenneth ToovikTovfkT ovfk,, ._ FosterFoster-
Sinunonds

Foster-
SimmondsSimmondsSinunonds , Olaf Okteaka andand-

Captain
and-

Captain'LeavittwereCaptainCaptain'Leavitt-wereCaptain'LeavittCaptainLeavittwere'Leavitt-were'LeavittLeavittwere'
Leavitt -were treated forfor-

exposure
for-

exposureexposure at the Public HealthHealth-

Service
Health-

ServiceService Hospital .


