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RITAFUT A PITKA BLUMENSTEINBLUMENSTfIN; workworks* along side her students at Matanuska-SusitnaMatanuskaSusitnaMatanuska.SusitnaMatanuskaSusitna-. Community College wherewhere-

ste

where-

shesheste, teaches "EskimoEskimo" Coil BasketryBasketry-BasketryBasketryIn.,'"- In the foreground are her students finished products . The largest basketbasket-

on

basket-

onon the right was made by Mrs . Blumenstein .
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"I-. "II" havehavhave been doingdoing
-

,. basketrybasketry-
ever

basketry-
everever since ' I1 was ' a little girl ,"
sayssay'-ssay- ssays' RitaR'tata' Pitka BlumensteinBlum nstein ,. aa-

teacher
a-

teacherteache'fteachefteacherteacherof' of' basketrybasketrbaskety *, at Mata-MataMata-

huskaSusHna
Mata-

nuskaSu'sitna
-.

huskaSusHnanuska-Su'sitnanuskaSu'sitnaSusitnanusk .SuSSuS:.-
' tna Community ' 'ColCol

'

ColCol-Col-

lege
¬.-

lege triisthis springspriJg .

"InIn" my earliest memories II-

can
I-

cancancan seesee my motherp1qther and grandgrand-grand-

mother
¬.-

mother showing memme how1hoW' toto-

shape
to-

shapeshape the coils . When I waswas-

four
was-

fourfour or five I would take mymy-
baskets

my-
basketsbaskets to the ,. store to trade ..""

Basketry or "mingqaaliyaraqmingqaaliyaraq"minggaaliyaraqminggaaliyaraq" "
' as it is called in her native YupikYupik-

has
Yupik-

hashas beenbenb en a special partpait of Mrs .

Blumenstein'sBlumensteinsllumenstein'sllumensteins' life ., Born at Tu-TuT\.IT.IT.IITu-

nunak
Tu-

nunak
\. -'

. . . nunak ohon Nelson . Island wherewhere-

all
where-

allall the women knowJaiowknow how toto-

make
to-

makemake the grassgrass baskets , Mrs .

Blumenstein learnedlearnedwithwith thethe-

other
the-

otherother young girls hdwhowh w to pickpick-

the
pick-

thethe blades of "taperrnattaperrnat'taper.rnattaper.rnat"' . " inin-

the
in-

thethe fall after the first nip .:'ofofof-

frost

'of-

frostfrost..

One by one the blades ,. ofof-

wild
of-

wildwild rye ' grass werewe e pickedpicked-

atld
picked-

andandatld then bundled to cureure
,

andand-

dry
and-

drydry . Moreore grass was gatheredgathered-
inin the spring , this time whackedwhacked-
off

whacked-
offoff in clumps . The old springspring-

grass
spring-

grassgrass , stained andandwrinkledwrinkled byby-

winter
by-

winterwinter , was used to make thethe-

inside
the-

insideinside of the basket coil .

The shiny , supple blades ofof-

fall
of-

fallfall autumn were used to wrapwrap-
the

wrap-
thethe coil , forming the outerouter-
covering

outer-
coveringcovering of the basket.. Not aa-

piece
a-

piecepiece of grass was wasted andand-

even
and-

eveneven today Mrs . BlumensteinBlumenstein-
rr , makes baskets that are not Onlyonly-

beautiful
only-

beautifulbeautiful but technically flawflaw-flaw-

less
¬.-

less ,.

"MingqaaliyaraqMingqaaliyaraq"MinggaaliyaraqMinggaaliyaraq" " is an Es-EsEs-

kimo
Es-

kimo
-.

' kimo art form , but Mrs . BluBlu-Blu-

menstein
Blu-

menstein
¬-

menstein says she enjoys sharshar-shar-

ing
¬.-

ing it with the 14 CaucasianCaucasian-

students
Caucasian-

studentsstudents enrolled in her "EsEs"Es-"Es-

kimo
" ¬.-

kimo Coil Basketry " coursecourse-
at

course-
atat the Palmer community colcol-col-

lege
col-

lege
¬-

lege .

She says it is an honor toto-

teach
to-

teachteach something of her cultureculture-
toto people who show respectrespect-
for

respect-
forfor and interest in the painpain-pain-
staking

pain-
staking

¬-

staking work . The basketry classclass-

was
class-

waswas one of some 70 classes ofof-of-

fered
of-

fered
¬-

fered by the college this semes-semes-

;

ter .'

She!5h'e5helie.
'

;
.
', took her students'students"studentsstudents"

' on a ,

:
,.

short field trip duringdunngduring-duringthe;:
,
-, the se-sese-

mester
se-

mester
se -.

.,'
.,:'

mester 'toto'togather'torgathertorgather''tOItOI' -gathergather- gat
,

e the old springsprmg I;

.'

grass as it beganbegart toto showshwsh w throughthrthrough-
the

UgI:1UgI1): .

j

j\

the meltingmelting'snowmeltingsnow' snowsnowShe. ', She cautionedcautioned-
that

cautionedjcautioned-
thatthat notnonotnotanyany grass would dodo-

and
do-

andand showed them how to iden ¬.,
tify the wild rye , supplesupple.enoughsuppleenoughsupple.enough-
'to

. enough
'toto' submits11bmit; to basketryba etry . WhenWhen-
the

,When-
thethe class is offered again this fall ,

students will go out with Mrs .

Blumenstein in the flats andand-
along

and-
alongalong beaches to pick the newnew-
grass

new-
grassgrass as it begins to wither .

Her husband , Bernard BlumenBlumen-Blumen-
stein

¬.-
stein , says he always marvelsmarvels-
atat the transformationtransfonnatioll of thethe-
wavirlg

the-
wavingwavingwavirlg fields of grass intointo-
works

into-
works'ofworksworks'ofworksof'ofof' artart..

The studentstudents$ have also learnlearn-learn-
ed

¬.-
ed how to dye the grass to enen-enen-

hance
¬.-

hance the designs in their basketbasket-
sewing

basket-
sewingsewing . Mrs . Blumenstein shares.shares. .shares-

many
shares-

manymany of her secrets .,

"II" try to use natural dyesdyes-
asas much as-possibleaspossibleas.possibleaspossible-. ," she says .

OnionO ion skins dye the grass yelyel-yelyel-

low
yel-

low
¬-

low . Iris petals or fresh beetsbeets-

turn
beets-

turnturn the blades rich purple .

From stinkstinkweedsweeds and coffeecoffee-
grounds

coffee-
groundsgrounds comes brown , fromfrom-

blueberries
from-

blueberriesblueberries comes royal blue .

To obtain other colors , RitaRita-
shows

Rita-
showsshows the inventiveness sheshe-

learned
she-

learnedlearned from her grandmother .

Crepe paper andandconstructionconstructionconstruction-
paper

construction-
paperpaper are bled for their dyes

asasiss is-is,- a new sweatshirt . HersheyHershey-
bar

Hershey-
barbarar wrappers give up a deepdeep-
brown

deep-
brownbrownroWn dye .

Mrs . Blumensteinlumensteinplumenstein has beenbbeen-
teaching

enen-

teaching'cachingcachingteaching' basketry for the, pastpast-
three

past-
threehreethree years while she continues

to fillflU orders for custom-madecustommadecustpmamadecustommade-
baskets

custpmamade-
baskets

--

baskets , mats and other basbas-bas-

ketry
¬.-

ketry items .

She recently returned fromfrom-
Nome

from-
NomeNome where she had spent aa-

weekend
a-

weekendweek-endweekend--- teaching basketry to

students and villagers at thethe-

request
the-

requestrequest of Kawerak , the nonnon-non-
profit

¬.-

profitpront regional corporation ,. aa-

trip
a-

triptrip made possible by thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska State Council on thethtthe-

Arts 'Arts .


