
Wolves, Hunters Once AgainAgain--AgainAgainS-
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AgainSc-
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.

ScientistScientt and Plane WolfWolJWolJ Hunters in Sharp Disagreement
By JACQUELINE GLASGOWGLASGOWGLASGOW-

Staff
GLASGOW-

StaffStaff WriterWriter-

Wolflovers

Writer-

WolfloversWolf-loversWolflovers- vs . wolf-haterswolfhaterswolfhaters-
met

wolfhaters-
met

-

met in a confrontationconfrontallon at thethe-

Tanana
the-

TananaTanana Valley Sportsmen'sSportsmens' AsAs-As-

socIation
As-

sociation
¬-

sociation clubhouse , Tuesday ,

Jan . 9 .

Gordon Haber , biologist , prepre-pre-
sented

pre-
sented

¬-

sentedsentedaa slide show and lecturelecture-
on

lecture-
onon the habits of wolves to TVSATVSA-

members
TVSA-

membersmembers and the general public .

For eight years , Haber has

been researchingresearchingwolveswolves in10 MtMt-

McKtnley
Mt-

McKinleyMcKmleyMcKtnleyMcKinley Park , concentratingconcentratmgconcentratmg-
studies

concentrating-
studiesstudies on two specific packs ofof-

wolves
of-

wolveswolves .

Haber and his team were ableable-

to
able-

toto identify and follow individualtndlvldualtndlvldual-
wolves

individual-
wolveswolves intn theirtheu huntinghuntmg , breedbreed-breed-

ing
breed-

ing
¬-

ing , and sleeping patterns over aa-

continuous
a-

continuouscontinuous period of time .
Some of llaber'sllabersHaber'sHabers' data was chalchal-chal-

lenged
chal-

lenged
¬-

lenged by listenershsteners in the audaud-aud-

lence
aud-

ience

¬-

iencelence ,. includingmcludmg several aerialaerial-

wolf
aerial-

wolfwolf hunters and trappers .

EmphasizingEmphaslzmg the socialsocialorganorganorgan-organ-

Izatron
organ-

ization

¬-

izationIzatron of wolves , HaberIIaberIlaber drew anan-

analogy
an-

analogyanalogy between the way wolveswolves-

learn
wolves-

learnlearn to cope with environmentenvironment-environment-
al

¬-

al conditions and man'smans' need toto-

learn
to-

learnlearn how to10 cope with hishIS-

envJronmenl
his-

environmentenvironmentenvJronmenl..

"Man'sMans" ' behavior is complicacomphca-comphcacomplica-comphca-
ted

complica-
ted

¬-

ted ," Haber stated . "WhatWhat" wewe-

need
we-

needneed to do is look at a simplisimpli-simpli-

fied
simpli-

fied
¬-

fied template . "
Helie condemnedcondemnedaerialaerial wolfwolf-

Continued

wolft-

Continued

wolf-

ContinuedContinuedtContinued( on page 6)661)



WolvesWolve , Wolf Hunters . . .
( Continue0ContinuedContonuecllrom; from page 1)1))

huntinghuntlllg ,. but added that helie isI-

Snot

is-

notnot againstJgam t allJII huntinghuntmg "ManMan"MJnMJn"MJn-

hJS

"Man-

has

"
hashJS evolvedevolvedJevolvedasasJ a hunter rightTIghtTIgh-

talong

right-

alongalongalongwithwith the wolf ,.
" helie said .,

"ThinningThinning"ThmmngThmmng" the herdherdIndlscnmherdindiscrlmindiscrimIndlscnm-Indlscnmindiscrlm-indiscrlmIndlscnm-
Inately

indiscrlm-
Irately

¬-

inatelyIrately takes awayJway the wolves '

social organizationorgalllzJtlon "
The statistics gathered byby-

Ilaber
by-

IlaberHaberIlaber indicatedmdlcated that indiscrimimdlstTlI11I-mdlstTlI11IindisCnim-indisCnimmdlstTlI11-

Inate

indisCnim-

nate

¬-

nate thinningthmnmg actuallydctually led to inm-min-inm-

creased
in-

creased
¬-

creased breedingbreedmg by more membmemb-memb-

ers
memb-

ers

¬-

ers of the pack , ratherdtherr than byby-

the
by-

thethe lead males and females only .

KillingKlllmg of these leadleadammalsleadanimalsanimalsammals , hehe-

felt
he-

feltfelt , led to social breakdownbreakdown-
and

breakdown-
andand consequently formation ofof-

ncw
of-

newnewncw packs .

WithWllh coloredcoloredshdescoloredslidesslidesshdes HaberlIaberIlaberlIaber-
showed

Ilaber-
showedshowed movements of the primprlm-prlmprim-prlm-

Jry
prim-

ary
¬-

aryJry packpackininm the studystudywithinwithinwithin-

their
within-

theirtheir 600 square mile territorylerntorylerntory-
wl1lch

territory-
whichwhichwl1lch the wolves markmarkoffoff byby-

urmatmg
by-

urinatingurinatingurmatmg on the boundariesboundaTles ,.

called "scent-post"scentscentpost" - markingmarkmg .,
"

In eight years of studystudy.llaberstudyllaberstudy.llaberS-
dld

,.
I laberlaber-

saidsaidSdld he hadhadnevernever seen one incimCI-mCIinci-mC-
Ident

inci-

dent
¬-

dent ofofolvesofwolveswolves\\olvesolves\ attackingattackmgattackmgoneattackingoneoneone-

another
one-

anotheranother withinwltllln the same pack ,

even duringdurmg thetine intensivemtenslve breedbreed-breed-

mg
breed-

ing

¬-

ingmg periodpeTlod .,

Helie identifiedIdenidentifiedintIfledtIfledminm successivesuccessive-
shdes

successive-
slidesslidesshdes what he labeled the AlphaAlpha-

male
Alpha-

malemale and the Beta male ,. as wellwell-

as
well-

asas the Alpha and Beta females .

Then he proceeded to demondemon-demon-
strate

demon-
strate

¬-

strate how the( he leadershipleaders/lIpleaderslIp/ ofof-

these
of-

thesethese key animals directeddITected allall-

the

all-

thethe actions of the groupgroup-

The
group-

The
group-

TheThe pack consisted ofofJpproxofapproxapproxJpprox-Jpproxapprox-Jpproxl-

I11ately
approx-

imately

¬-

imatelylI11ately 19 wolves duringdUTIng mostmost-

ofof01 the period studiedstudiedandandandrerere-rere-

1wned
re-

mained

¬-

mained1wned! consistent at thatthJt levellevel-

IIdber
level-

IlaberHaberIIdberIlaber claims thatthatantonwanton\\antonanton\ hunthunt-hunt-

ing

¬.-

ingmgmgwouldingwouldwould breakbreJk up "thethe" beautibeauti-beauti-
ful

beauti-
ful

¬-

ful social orientationoTlentallon "- anda- nd"- dndd- nd"- anda- nd" leadlead-

to

lead-

toto increasedmcreased numbers ofofwolveswolves

The scientistclenlst( attributedaltrlhuted muchmuch-

ofof01 the diet of the pack to
"winter-kills"winterwinterkills"inter-kills"interinter"\" mter-klllsmterkllls- ,.

" moose or cariboucaTiboucaribou-
whowho\ ho were already dead when\ hen thethe-

pack
the-

packpack came upon them ., Heliefielie-

estnllated
fie-

estimatedestimatedestnllated that as much as 6060-

per
60-

perper cent of the total food of thethe-

pJck
the-

packpackpJck W'asWas' deriveddeTlved from "winterwinter"wmter-"wmterwmter"winter-"wmter-
killed

"winter-
killed

" ¬-

killed " animalsannnals .

Several slides demonstrateddCl110nstrdteddCl110nstrdted-

the
demonstrated-

thethe abijityabIlity ofofaa lone moose to1010-

ward
to-

wardwardwardoffwardoffoffoffattackoffoffattackattack by the pack of
19 wolves ,. illustratingIllustratmg Haber'sHabersIIJber'sIIJbersIlaber'sIlabersIIJber's-
theory

Ilaber's-
theory

'

theory that wolves kill primarilyPTimanlyPTimanly-

the
primarily-

thethe weakenedweakenedanllnalsweakenedanimalsanimalsanllnalsanimals-

Hunters
anllnals-

Hunters
animals-

HuntersHunters inm the audienceaudlCnce disdis-dis-

puted
dis-

puted
¬-

puted tinstillSthis theory andandseveralseveralseveral-

cre
several-

werewere\\crecre\ offended by the idea ofof-

lIaber's
of-

Iiaber'sHaber'sHaberslIaber'slIabersIiaber'sIiabers' party circling inm an airalTair-airair-

plane
¬.-

plane whilewillie the packpackTlpp"dpackrippdnpp"dnppdTlpp"dTlppdripp-drippd"- a-aa-

part
aa-

part
-.

part moose andandcaTbouandcariboucariboucaT/boucaTboucaribou-
One

caTbou-
One

caribou-
One

/
One viewer said of Haberlaberhlaher! ,.

"YouYou"YY" ou havehdve demonstrated thatthat-

you
that-

youyou have none of the instinctsmstmctsmstmcts-
of

Instincts-
ofofofaa man who is close to naturenature-

TIns
nature-

ThisThisTIns was evident as you flewflew-

over
flew-

overover that poor animalannnal and watchwatch-watch-

ed
watch-

ed
¬-

ed whilewhde the wolves killedkilledItit "

Another trapper said hehhe-

woilldwouldwOllldwoilld place the value of a moosemoose-

much
moose-

muchmuch higher than that of aa-

wolf
a-

wolfwolf "AA" wolfs hide is worthworth-
SI00

worth-
SSISI00S 10000 ," he said . "AA" moose isI-
Sworth

is-

worthworth almost $10001000$1000m$1000in$ inm termstemlS ofof-

hide
of-

hidehide , the meat ,. and the horns ,. ifIf-

they're
if-

they'rethey'retheyre' a good pair..
"

One man inIII tlitthtth audienceaudience-
commented

audience-
commentedcommented , "ThereThere" should bebe-

aa better way to manage gamegJmegJme-
than

game-

thanthan to leave it to the belliesbellle ofof-

wolves
of-

wolves "-. .
wolves

HaberlIabe r was askedJsked howho\\hohoI11JII\ manI11JII\I11JIII11JI-

Imoo

manymany-

moose
>\

moosemoo e a packpackofof 13 to 1Il 9(' )

wolves eatcat inIII a year Helie ansamans-ans-

wered

¬.-

wered thatthaI it waswa somewheresomewsomewhere-
between

hereher-
ebeteenbetweenbet\\eenbeteen\ 50 and 150 , but thatthaIthaI-

he
that-

liehelie did not have the exact figurefigure-

with
figure-

withwith him111m .

In order to determinedetermllle thethe-

total
the-

totaltotal effect of wolf predation ,.

one listener felt it was importantImportant-
toto know the number of moosemoose-

wlthm
moose-

withinwithinwlthm the same 600600squaresquare milemile-

range
mile-

rangerange and what\ hat per cent of theirtheITtheI-
Tpopulation

their-

populationpopulation the wolf kills"dlsdls" reprerepre-repre-
sen

repre-

sented
¬-

sentedsen ted .

TananaTandJ1a Valley r-

.j
r-jr.jorli"en's"i'orll"en\"i'orll"eniorlleni'ortwen'siortwens"i'orll"en-

A

" ., i'ortwen's-
Association '>' orli"en'sorliens" '\
AssociationA soclatlon hasha takenta\.enta.enta.enentalnen\. no unitedunited-
standstandtandtandonstandononon0Ifhunt1l1gwolf-huntingwolfhunting\\0If-hunt1l1g0Ifhunt1l1g\ - ,. aerialaeTldlaeTldloraerialororor-

otherwle
or-

otherwiseotherwiseotherwle, Their presidentpre ldent saidsaid-

they
said-

theythey presented the programprogrJm inIII anan-

effort
an-

efforteffort to bringbrlllg more datadJtd beforebefore-

the
before-

thetliethe public
,. AerialAeTlal huntinghunlmg hashJ long beenbeen-

an

been-

anan issue withinwlthlll the nativendtlve movemove--move-

ment

¬.

ment Nativel\1atlvel1atlve\ familiesfamdles who dede-dede-

pend

¬.-

pendpendonon moosemoo e and caribouCaTlbOIl forlorlor-

a

for-

aa large partpJrt of theirtheIT diet havehJve aJa-

specialspecialpeclJIspecialinterestinterestmterest inIII accurate inIn-InIll-IllIn-

formation
Il-

lformation
¬-

formation onOil the effecteffell ofof-

olves

of-

wolveswolves\\olvesolves\ on thetile game populationpopulation-
Although

populatIOn-
Although

population-
AlthoughAlthough Native trapperstrappertrappers-

sometimessometimes realize incomemcome fromfrom-

wolfhuntmg
from-

wolfhuntingwolf-huntingwolfhuntingwolf-huntmghuntmg- , one Native obob-obob-

served
ob-

served

¬-

served , "It'sIts" ' pretty easy to seesee-

that
see-

thatthat we'rewerewc'rewcre' not thetlie oneson s withWJthWJth-

the

with-

thethe airplanes . " .

Tempers flaredtlJred last fall overover-

aeTial

over-

aerialaerialaeTial moose huntinghuntmg around thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage of Galena andanditit11 is almostalmost-

certam

almost-

certaincertaincertam that legislation will behebe-

mtroduced

he-

introducedintroducedmtroduced by bush delegates toto-

protect
to-

protectprotect Native interestsmterests ._

One such billb.lllsbllls. is already inm thethe-

makmg
the-

makingmakingmakmg under the sponsorshipsponsorship-
ofof State Senator John SackettSac"ellSacell" .,


