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Road-
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06335-
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The

1973-
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Box
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Fairbanks
1287-

FairbanksFairbanks , Alaska 9970799707-

Dear

99707-

DearDear Mr . Rock .

I have over the past couple ofof-

years
of-

yearsyears observed the attitudes exex-exex-

pressed
ex-

pressed
¬-

pressed in111 your paper by variousvarious-
people

various-
peoplepeople which in111 general concerncancelconcern-
the

nn-

thethe impact of urban-AmericanurbanAmericanurban.AmerlcanurbanAmerlcanurban.Amerlcan-
culture

urbanAmerican-
culture

-.

culture on rural Alaska . When Itt-

collect

I-

collectcollect these thoughts with mymy-

own
my-

ownown experienceexpenence In rural AlaskaAlaska-

as( as a VISTAV 1ST A volunteer ) , I seesee-

two
see-

twotwo basic attitudes emerging ,

both criticalcntlcal of the outside culcul-cul-

ture
cul-

ture
¬-

ture . I am writingwrrtlng to you bebe-bebe-

cause
¬.-

cause I think it is important1m portant forfor-

each
for-

eacheach native person to make anan-

effort
an-

efforteffort to clearly distinguish thethe-
two

the-
twotwo trends of thought , which Inin-

my
in-

mymy opinion00111l0n are contradictorycontradictory-
TheThe first of these populart'opulartopular'opulopul('' r atat-atat-

titudes
at-

titudes
¬-

titudes is that the urban cultureculture-
has

culture-
hashas intruded too far intoII1to nativenative-

life
native-

lifelife and is destroying what isI-
Sleft

is-

leftleft of the originalanginal native culcul-culcul-
tures

cul-
tures

¬-

tures . The English-orientedEnglishorientedEngllsh.orlentedEngllshorlentedEngllsh.orlented-
schools

Englishoriented-
schools

-.

schools pvseP,5eP5epse,, the threat of possiPOSSI-POSS-

Ible

possi-
ble

¬-

ble loss of the native languageslanguages-
whIch

languages-
whichwhich are so essentialessent/alessental/ in givingglVll1gglVll1-
geach

giving-
eacheach native person his identityIdentity-
and

identity-
andand place in111 the worldwQrld . IntroIntra-IntraIntro-Intra-

luctlon
Intro-

duction
¬-

ductionluctlon: of money and servicesservices-
costing

services-
costingcosting money such as electelect-elect-

riCIty

elect-

rlclty
¬-

ricityrlclty , fuel oil , gasoline , hardhard-hard-

ware
¬.-

ware and ammunition has forcedforced-

people
forced-

peoplepeople from a self-sufficientselfsufficient- ecoeco-eco-

nomy
eco-

nomy
¬-

nomy to one inm which a fatherfather-
las

father-
hashaslas littlehttle choice but to leave hishis-

nome
his-

homehomenome 'forfor' many months of thethe-

fear
the-

yearyearfear to findfll1d a money-payingmoneypaying- jobJob-
n

job-

inin, n a lean labor market which oftoft-oft-

en
¬.-

enm discriminates against his kind .

Thefhe influx of the urban cultureculture-
tlso

culture-
alsoalsotlso has displaced local law andand-

overnment
and-

governmentgovernment)overnment with irrelevant andand-

umbersome
and-

cumbersomecumbersomeumbersome: legal proceduresproCl'duresproCldures'

and bureaucracy . IncreasingIncreasing-
numbers

Increasing-
numbersnumbers of Outsiders havehave-
brought

have-
broughtbrought pollution , liquorflquor ,, drugs ,

emphasis on materialism , and upup-up-

setting
up-

setting
¬-

setting new ideas about ownerowner-owner-
ship

¬.-

ship of land . In short , ruralrural-

Alaska
rural-

AlaskaAlaska must pay dearly with lossloss-
of

loss-
ofof tradition and self-respectselfrespect- forfor-
the

for-
thethe benefits which the urban-urbanurban-
American

urban-
American

urban-
American

-

American culture can provideprovide-
The

provide-
The

provide-
TheThe otherottler comrronly-ex-comrronlyexcoml1'vnly-ecoml1'vnlycoml1vnlyecommonly-ex-commonlycomrronlyex-

pressed
commonlyex-

pressed ' - : -.

pressedpresseq attitude is that by rere-rere-

spondmg
re-

sponding
¬-

spondingspondmg too slowly to the growgrow-grow-

Ing

grow-

ing

¬-

ing needs and wants ofofruralruralrural-

Alaska
rural-

AlaskaAlaska , the AmericanAmerlc1nAmerlc3n establishestablish-establish-
ment

¬.-

ment and government are treattreat-treati-
ng

¬.-

ing native Alaskans as second-secondsecond-
class

second-
class

-.

class citi2enscItIzens For instance , thethe-

State
the-

StateState has not provided schools mInIn-

each
in-

eacheach local village , so studentsstudents-
must

students-
mustmust leave home for most of thethe-

year
the-

yearyear . MailMall service , a vital line ofof-

communicatIon
of-

communicationcommunication and source ofof-

clothing
of-

clothingclothing and hardware ,. is15 generalgeneral-general-
ly

¬.-

lyIy inadequate because of planeplane-

scheduling
plane-

schedulingscheduling and performance .

The future of shipping servicesservices-

rrovlded
services-

providedprovidedrrovlded by the North Star IIIIllIII-

upon
Ill-

uponupon which the western coastalcoastal-
villages

coastal-
villagesvillages depend is1 $ threatened byby-

outside
by-

outsideoutside economic considerations ,

and only the natives and thethe-
North

the-
NorthNorth Star appear concernedconcerned-
The

concerned-
TheThe few new industries appearappear-appear-

Ing

appear-

ing

¬-

ing in Alaska are not livingIi v 109 up toto-

promises
to-

promisespromises of native employmentemployment-
quotas

employment-
quotasquotas . People like Fred Stick-StickStick-
man

Stick-
man

Stick-
man

-

man , Sr . , are dissatisfieddi ssatisf led that thethe-
government

the-
governmentgovernment has not sent themthem-
personal

them-
personalpersonal cash-in-handcashinhandcash -. In-handInhand- resultingresulting-
from

resulting-
fromfrom the Land Claims Act .. AndAnd-
aa RurAL CAP regional directordirector-
s

director-
isis/ss/ dumbfounded that the villagevillage-

of
village-

ofof TelidaTellda has been neglected andand-
spared

and-
sparedspared the government servicesservices-
which

services-
whichwhich other villages have comecome-

to
come-

toto depend upon .

Each of the criticisms desdes-des-

cribed
des-

cribed
¬-

cribed above is valid in its ownown-

context
own-

contextcontext . Political groups havehave-

taken
have-

takentaken orOf should try to taketake-

action
take-

actionaction to correctcOfrect each individualIndividual-
sItuation

individual-
situationsituation . However , in10 my opinOplO-OplOopin-OplO-

Ion
opin-

ion

¬-

ion it is necessary for concernedconcerned-
Alaskan

concerned-
AlaskanAlaskan natives to make clearclear-

distinctIOn
clear-

distinctiondistinction in their minds bebe-bebe-

tween
be-

tween
¬-

tween the two attitudes ,, sincesince-

the
since-

thethe solution to one group ofof-

problems
of-

problemsproblems is to DECREASEDDECREASEinCREASE in10-10in-in1-

0volvement
in-

volvement

¬-

volvement with the government

and non-nativenonnative- people , while thethe-

solution
the-

solutionsolution to the other group is toto-

INCREASE
to-

INCREASEINCREASE involvement .. ThereThereI-

Sis no simple answer to this comcom-com-

plex
com-comcom-

plex
¬-

plex situation . Nevertheless itIt-

does
it-

doesdoes seem inevitable that nativenative-
and

native-
andand non-nativenonnative- cultures will mixmix-
further

mix-
furtherfurther since the outside cultureculture-
offers

culture-
offersoffers the advantages of modernmodern-
medicine

modern-
medicinemedicine , communication , andand-

transportation
and-

transportationtransportation , which are attractattract-attractI-

ve
attracti-

ve
¬-

ive even to the most self-sufficselfsufficself-sufflcsufflcself-suffic-selfsuffic-
ient

- ¬,-

ientlent villagesvII/agesvIIages/ We can only hopehope-

that
hope-

thatthat in the process of mixingmixmixing-
cultures

IngIng-

culturescultures the number of peoplepeople-
whose

people-
whosewhose lives are ruined or mademade-
unhappy

made-
unhappyunhappy is minimized

minimizedSincerely

Sincerely yours ,

Stephen BayesBay-

esUnfoldingUnfoldingUifoltlillg, Historyllistoryllistory-
III

History-

InInIII Far North
9 VvaldronWaldron TerraceTerrace-
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SloatsburgSloaUburgSioatsburgSloatsburg , N Y . 1097410974-

January
10974-

JanuaryJanuary 22,197321973, 19731973-

Tundra

1973-

TundraTundra TimesTimes-

Box
Times-
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Times-
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Fairbanks
1287-

Fairbanks
1287-

FairbanksFairbanks ., Alaska 9970799707-

Dear

99707-

DearDear EverybodyEverybody-

Let

Everybody-

LetLet me take this opportunityopportunity-
toto wish the Tundra Times staffstaff-

aa very Happy New Year , and toto-

congratulate
to-

congratulatecongratulate you on the finefine-

worll
fine-

workworkworll you are doing on behalf ofof-

the
of-

thethe Native People otof Alaska , andand-

the
and-

thethe profession of journalism .

I am pleasedplei\sedpleised\ to renew my-

subscription
mymy-

subscriptionsubscription for another twotwo-

years
two-

yearsyears . I certainly do look forfor-for-

ward
for-

ward
¬-

ward to readingread 109 the Times everyevery-

week
every-

weekweek To date I have savedsaved-
every

saved-
everyevery issue that I have received-

because
receivedreceived-

becausebecause it adds to the unfoMingunfolrllngunfolitingunfolrllng-
history

unfoliting-
historyhistory of an exciting and chalchal-chal-
lenging

¬.-

lenginglenglng era of the long history otofof-

our
of-

ourour fellow citizens in the farfar-

nortl1
far-

northnorthnortl1 .

Sincerely yours ,

Dorothy M . PmkertPlnkertPinkert


