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Mike Gravel Named to Powerful Senate Finance CommitteeCommittee
WASHINGTON , D.CDC... - Sen ¬.

ator MiketIke Gravel has beenbeen-

named
been-

namednamed by his1m Democratic colcol-colcol-

leagues
col-

leagues
¬-

leagues in10 the United States SenSen-Sen-

ate
¬.-

ate to the powerful and prestipresti-presti-

gIOus

presti-

gious

¬-

gious Senate FinanceFmance Committee ,

a post helie has sought since he waswas-

elected
was-

electedelected to the Senate inm 1968 ._

The Senator'sSenators' appointment asas-

.I

as-

aa.II. freshman Senator to the FinFan-FanFin-FinFan-

ance
Fin-

ance

¬-

ance Committee is highly unun-unun-

u

un-

usual

¬-

usualu ual Helie said that it will enableenable1-

11m

enable-

himhim111m to work on manyn\anynany\ mattersmatters-
"of

matters-
"of"ofof" great benefit to AlaskaAla.kaAlaka. .

"

The Finance Committee ,, concon-con-

sidered
con-

sidered

¬-

sidered to be one of the mostmost-

powerful
most-

powerfulpowerful Committees in the SenSen-Sen-

ate
Sen-

ate

¬-

ate , had two vacancies , causedcaused-

by
caused-

byby the retirement of two SenaSena-Sena-

tors

Sena-

tors

¬-

tors who did not seekseekre.electionseekreelectionre-electionreelectionre.electionreelectionre.election-
this

reelection-
this

-.

this past November ..

Recently the Senate DemoDemo-Demo-

cratIc

Demo-

cratic

¬-

cratic Caucus voted to expandexpand-
the

expand-
thethe FinanceFlOance Committee by oneone-

Democratic
one-

DemocraticDemocratic seat , thereby creatcreat-creat-

ing

¬.-

ing three Committee vacancies ..,

The three Senators appointedappointed-
toto the CommitteeComnllttee by the DemoDemo-¬.-

cratic SteeringSteepng Committee areare-

Senator
are-

SenatorSenator Gravel , Senator WalterWalter-

Mondale
Walter-

MondaleMondale of Minnesota , and SenaSena-Sena-

tor
¬.-

tor Lloyd Bentsen of Texas .

Senator Gravel'sGravelsGravers' other comcom-com-

mittee
¬.-

mittee assignments include thethe-

Senate
the-

SenateSenate Public Works CommitteeCommittee-
and

Committee-
andand the JointJomt Committee onon-

Congressional
on-

CongressionalCongressional Operations .

The FinanceFmance Committee isIS-

charged
is-

chargedcharged with consideration ofof-

tax
of-

taxtax bills ,., trade measures ,, healthhealth-

msurance
health-

insuranceinsurancemsurance , social securitysecunty , penpen-pen-

sion

¬.-

sionslon standards , budget reform ,

revenue sharing ,, welfarewelfjre( reform ,
social services funds , and otherother-
similar

other-
similarsimilar legislation .

In effect , it is the SenateSenate-
counterpart

Senate-
counterpartcounterpart of the House WaysWays-

and
Ways-

andand Means Committee .. Many ofof-

the
of-

thethe major matters to be considconsid-consid-

ered
consid-

ered
¬-

ered inan the new 93rd CongressCongress-
areare expected to come beforeoefore thethe-

Flllance
the-

FinanceFinanceFlllance CommitteeComnlltteeCommittee-
Senator

Comnllttee-
Senator

Committee-
SenatorSenator Gravel compaignedcompdlgnedcompdlgned-

actively
compaigned-

activelyactively and effectivelyef fectlvely for thistl1lstl1l-

sappol
this-

appointmentappointmentappol tment.,. lieHe spoke manymdnymdny-

times
many-

timestimes with hisIllS colleagues on the

Senate Democratic SteeringSteering-
Committee

Steering-
CommitteeCommittee . Helie argued that thethe-

Northwest
the-

NorthwestNorthwest Region of the NationNatIOn-

should
Nation-

shouldshould be represented on thethe-

Fmance
the-

FinanceFinanceFmance Committee . In111 reality .,

Senator GravelGravelISis now the onlyonly-

Democrat
only-

DemocratDemocrat from a State west ol01of01-

the

of-

thethe Central U1I S . on the ComCom-Com-

mittee

Com-

mittee

¬-

mittee .

SenatorSendtor Gravel spent most ofof-

the
of-

thethe weekwee " between ChristmasChnstmdsChnstmds-
Day

Christmas-
DayDay and New Year'sYears' Day traveltravel-travel-

IIlg

travel-

ing

¬-

ingIIlg around the country visitingVISltlllgvisiting-

withwith.IthIth. Senators Helie also enlistedenhstedenhsted-
the

enlisted-
thethe support of SenatorsSel1ators high inIn-

leadership
in-

leadershipleadershipleadershipulleadershipofolulof the SenateSend Ie whowho-

then
\ hoho-

thenthen campaigned on the AI.IAIIAlasAlas-Alas-

kan's

. ¬'-

kan'skans" .In'-
s

.In-
s

In-
s. ' behalf WashingtonWd h1Jgtonh1Jgton)0) ob\)0)00ob-obob-

servers
\) ¬.-

serversscrwrs havehawhawJldsaid\JldJld\ thatth1.! the SenaSen-SenSena-Sen-

tor
Sena-

tor's

.! ¬-

tortor\tortor'storstoreffort'\;, effortsefforteffortere. , were\\ereere\ inHI large measmeas-me.lmelmeas-

tire

. ¬'-
uretire , successfulsuccessfuliiiIkccs flll niilliii obtainingohtlIl11ngohttining, thethe-

.IppOintment

the-

appointmentappointment.IppOintmentIppOintment.
appointmentThe.IppOintmentThe

The SenaUnSenllmSenator, tn\itnihI1tiisthI \11\ requestedis-questedisquested1\1\H1Hisquested-
assignment

\'- ' \ SIdSId-
d

.:
assignmentd lgnl11ent to theIhe IIltll1umalicetnatice.! : Com<.( 0111otii-otiiotii-

rtnttee

¬.-

mittee1l1tteertnttee! after.lIterlIter. Ins1mhis electionekLllon to thethe-

Sen.lte

the-

SenateSenateSen.lteSenlte. Helie repeatedrepeJted InsIllshis requestrNlue\trNluetrNluet-
hen

request-

when
\

when\\henhen\ newflewne '" assignmentsa\'lgnmcnta'lgnmcntlgnmcnta'lgnmcntere\ "' were\\ereere\were-

made

ereI-

11ddemadeI11dde inIIIif ) lc1971V1171> 71 ThisTIllS year] e\ee.1,\[ waswas-

the
\ .1\.1.-

1the

. \
the firstnrst timetune helie had campaignedcampaigned-
soso actively for the postpost11.. HisIlls/1111/ fourfour-

years

four-

yearsyears of servicescrvlce in111 the SenateSenate-

and

Senate-

aridandarid hisIllS deepeningdeepenll1gdeepeningworkingworking", or"1I1gor1I1g" rere-rere-

latIOnslip

re-

lationship

¬-

lationshiplatIOns/liplatIOnsliplationshipwith/ with\ Jlh hisIlls colleaguescolleagues-
areare seen as key in enabling hisIllSIllS-

campaign

his-

campaigncampaign to behe successfulsuccessful-

His
sUccessuccessful-

His
fulful-

HIsHis appointmentappomtment isl seen as anan-

unusual
an-

unusualunusual move inm the traditionaltraditional-traditional-
ly

¬-

ly seniority-orientedseniorityorientedsemonty-onentedsemontyonented- Senate .. AA-

Fmance
A-

FinanceFinanceFmance Committee staffertaffer saidsaid-

today
said-

todaytoday that most Senators apap-apap-

pomted
ap-

pointed
¬-

pointedpomted to the Committee havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen named only after a rere-rere-

electIOn
re-

election
¬-

election to a secondecond or thirdtlurdtlurd-

term
third-

termterm . Even for suchuch Senators ,

a Finance Committee appointappoint-appoint-
ment

appoint-
ment

¬-

ment is a cherishedchpnshed goal SomeSome-

Senators
Some-

SenatorsSenators have spent a lengthylengthy-
Senate

lengthy-

SenateSenate career hopinghopmg for suchuch anan-

dppomtment
an-

appointmentappointmentdppomtmentappointment"Idppomtment"I
"II"" am extremely gratifiedgratIfied-

Ith
gratified-

withwith\\IthIth\ thisthl appointmentdppomtment ,, " SenatorSenator-
Gravel

Senator-
GravelGravel said . "II" have sought thistlIthis-

post

!

post because it will enable mefileme-

to
file-

toto work for many thingsthmg of greatgreat-

benefIt
great-

benefitbenefit to AlaskaAlask ,! that were prevprevoprev-prevo-

lOusly

prev-

iously

¬-

iouslylOusly beyond my reach ForFor-

example
For-

exampleexample , if I/ had been on thethe-

Fmance
the-

FinanceFinanceFmance Committee thistl1l5 past fallfJIIfJII-

when
fall-

whenwhen we were fighting a majorrndJorrndJor-
battle

major-
battlebattle to saveave Alaska'sAlaskasAla ka'skas' SocialSocial-

Service
Social-

ServiceService funds , I am sure thatthat-

the
that-

thethe outcome of that strugglestruggle-

could
struggle-

couldcould have been different TheThe-

Fmance
The-

FinanceFinanceFmance CommitteeCumnutteeC umnuttee has comCOlli-COllicom-COll-

iplete

com-

plete
¬-

plete jurisdictionjunsdKtlon over such matmat-mat-

ters
mat-

ters

¬-

ters .. ItI I wrote the bill providingprovIding-
thethe social servicesscrvlces funds in thethe-

IIrst
the-

firsttirstIIrstfirst place anddnddndItanditit wroteyrote, thethe-

amendmentamendmentmendment.! mendment1Ihwhichwhichcut. /1I\h1Ih/ 1Ihcut\; cut them oftoft-

It

oft-

ItIt alsodlso wrote the legislationleg"latlonleglatlon" we'ee'eu-

sed
we-

used
"'used to restore thetht fundsfunds-

"Another
funds-

"Another
funds-

"Another"AnotherAnother" example isI the RevRev-Rev-

enue
Rev-

enue

¬-

enue SharingShanng Bill , whichy, IlIch canCdn behe a.II..-
Igreat

a-

greatgreat help to our StateSt.lteStlte. ThisTImTIm-

also
This-

alsoalso came throughthrwigh the HnanceI'lnallceIlnallceh-inancehinanceI'lnallce-

Cumnllttee
hinance-

Committee
'-

CommitteeCumnllttee I will\ III be involvedinvolved-

inin111 future deliberationsdeliberatluns on Rev-

enue
RevRev-Rev-

enue
¬-

enue SharingSharlllg anddnd will now behebe-

able
he-

ableable toIu assure that Alaska'sAlaskasAlas"a'sAlasas" ' unun-unun-

Ique

un-

ique

¬-

ique problems arcare recognizedrecognlled "

SenatorSen.ltorSenltor. GravdGravelGravelsaidsaid


