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"We"WeWe" are not here tpto praise thethe-

pipeline
the-

pipelinepipeline , but to bury it "" , were thethe-

opening
the-

openingopening remarks of AlyeskaAlyesk-
apresiden

Alyesk-
apresidentpresidentpresident E.LELE . L . Patton , lastlast-
Thursday

last-
ThursdayThursday . And minutes later , thethe-
nrst

the-
firstfirstnrst section of the trans-AlaskatransAlaskatrans.AlaskatransAlaskatrans.Alaska-
pipeline

transAlaska-
pipeline

-.
pipeline was laid beneath thethe-

Tonsina
the-

TonsinaTonsina River , 75 miles north ofof-

Valdez
of-

ValdezValdez .

It was the perfect day ; sunshinesunshine-
and

sunshine-
andand pleasant , 20 degrees weather .

The workmen did not wait for thethe-
ceremonial

the-
ceremonialceremonial red flag to begin theirtheir-

task
their-

tasktasktask,, and before the expectantexpectant-
eyes

expectant-
eyeseyes of officials , press , visitors andand-
feHow

and-
fellowfellowfeHow workers,, side boomboom-

tractors'let
boom-

tractorstractorstractors'lettractorslet' let down into the icy 1515-

foot
15-

footfoot waters , the colossal 4848-

inch.diameter
48-

inchdiameterinch-diameterinchdiameterinch.diameterinchdiameter-. pipe ; 1,9001900, feet ofof-

it
of-

ititit..

Slowly , several feet,feet of pipe
disappearedpipedisappearedinto the ditch , andand-
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Bury Pipeline . . .
'

nine-tonnineton- concrete saddlessaddles-
weighted

saddles-
weightedweighted it down..

Thursday'sThursdays' ceremony , initiatedinitiated-
officially

initiated-
officiallyofficially the installation of theth
800BOO rnflemile pipeline which will crosscross-

the
cross-

thethe state ' from Prudhoe Bay toto-

Valdez
to-

ValdezValdez . ,
Because of the varyingvaryin-

gs
varying-

soilsoilsil
'
conditionsconditioiis 'alongalong' the routeroute,

the , pipe is to be alternativelyalternatively-
bUried

alternatively-
buriedburied and elevatedelev ted.. '

Upon completion in1977in\1977in1977In\1977theIn1977theIn1977the-
pipe

{\ , ithethe,the-

pipepipe:.willwill. wiIJ- carry: ,- 1
1
.1.21.212,
.1.212.22. million barrelsbarrels-

of
barrels-

ofof oil aa- -dayad- aydayjday , untilunti1l9801980 ,. when itsits-

capacity
its-

capacity
,
capacity

'-

will
w- ill'
will be 2 million barrelsbarrels-

daily
barrels-

dailydailydaily . .
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