
Local ContractorsContractors-

MiffedMiffedMiffedatat BIABIA-
ByBy JEFF RICHARDSONRICHARDSON-

Local
RICHARDSON-

Local
RICHARDSON-

LocalLocal contractors are on thethe-
warpath

the-
warpathwarpath , alleging that the BureauBureau-

of
Bureau-

ofof Indian Affairs has ignored themthem-

in
them-

inin awarding contracts for housinghousing-
construction

housing-
constructionconstruction .

According to Tom Ridenhour ,

of Independent Lumber , Inc . ofof-

Fairbanks
of-

FairbanksFairbanks , the charges stem fromfrom-
two

from-
two

(,
two separate situations . The firstfirst-
was

first-
waswas the disastrous storm that hithit-
the

hit-
thethe Seward Peninsula last fall. TheThe-

other
The-

otherother is contracts for the 1975-76197576197576-
construction

197576-
construction

-

constructionconstructionseasonsseasons .

John HeffleHeffie , president of thethe-

Association
the-

AssociationAssociation of ulteriorInterior Eskimos ,

has formally requested Sen . MikeMike-
Gravel

Mike-
GravelGravel toinvestigatejnvestigatetojnvestigate the situation .

ClarenceClar.ence. Antioquia , area.area.area-

director
area-

director
.

director of BIA in Juneau , saidhesaid hehe-

felt
he-

feltfelt thetheawardingawarding of contracts waswas-
handled

was-
handledhandled as "fairlyfairly" and openly " asas-

possible
as-

possiblepossible . He acknowledged thatthat-

both
that-

bothboth Senen$ .. Ted Stevens and Rep .
Don Young had questioned himhim-
about

him-
aboutabout the housing problem , butbut-

Continued

but-

Continued( Continued on Page 9)9)
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'

ContractorsContinuedContractorstors ' . .
, (ContinuedContlnued, from pageage 1)1),,,

he added the congressmencon essme seemec-

satisfied
seemeseemedseemecseemed-

satisfiedsatisfied with his 'responseresponse'response . '

AccordingAccordingto
,
to., RidenhourRidenhourrRidenhourrwhile, whilwhilewhile-

the
whil-

ethe
<

the storm ,. was still ravaghvravagingravagingNorthwestNorthwest AlaskaAlaskaIeffle, Heffle-IeffleIeffleX-IeffleX}-- , wh6whwho iisis-

also
isis-

alsoalso disaster chairmanchairm for ththethethe-
Tanana

the-

TananaTanana ChapterOtapterOtapterofChapterofof the .RedRed.
Red CrossCfOSS .,

called him from NomeN me forfol.'' aianan-

estimate
an-

estimateestimate on the cost of ahousetiahousetotcto-
replace

tc-

replacereplace those destroyed by ththethe-
s

the-

stormstorms t 0 rtn . Ridenhour'sRidenhours' estimateestimatedestimatedestimated-
including

!

includingcluding freight and the cost olofof-

construction
of-

constructionperhouseconstruction was $33,90033900$ , peiperp rr-
househouse .

" .". vJlidenhour.RidenhourRidenhour.,,. asserted that nono-

Alas
no-

AlaskdhAlastetoAlaskdhAlasclh-clh-clhffixrryfcwereffixm weweree invited to hiebidbidbid-

on
bid-

on

"

on the Nome houses . He addecaddedadded-
th

added-

thatthatth t the price quoted by thtthethe-

Oregon
the-

OregonOregon firm was $35,00035000$ , , whichwhich-

did
which-

diddid not include the cost oiofofof-

assembling
o-

fassemblingassembling the housingbousingbousingc-
omponents

housingc-
omponentscomponents in Nome .

In response to charges that thethe-

contracting
the-

contractingcontracting ,. firmIlfm did not utilizeutilize-

local
utilize-

locallocal hirehirhire,, Antioquia said moremore-

than
more-

thanthan 40 residents of the SEwardSEward-

P
SEward-

PeninsulaPeninsulaP ninsula area were employed toto-

build
to-

buildbuild the houses .

Ridenhour said although thethe-

BIA
the-

BIABIA in Nome and Juneau waswas-

fully
was-

fullyfully appraised that IndependentIndependent-
Lumber

Independent-
LumberLumber could supply the housinghousin-
gcomponents

housin-
gcomponentscomponents and anotheranotherF-
airbanks

another-
FairbanksFairbanks firmfitm the constructionconstruction-
crew

construction-
crewcrew , the contract was awarded toto-

a
to-

aa firm in Oregon , Nieder-NiederNieder-

meyerMartin
Nieder-

meyerMartin
Nieder-

meyerMartin
-

meyer-MartinmeyerMartin- .

Antioquia said he was not awareaware-

of
aware-

ofof any firm approaching the BIABIA-

in
BIA-

inin November or December seekingseeldngseeldng-

the
seeking-

thethe Nome contract... He added thethe-

BIA
the-

BIABIA did not become directlydirectl-
yinvolved

directl-
yinvolvedinvolved in the emergencyemergenc-
yhousing

emergenc-
yhousinghousing problem untiluntUuntU-
midDecember

untilm-

idDecembermid-DecembermidDecember- ,
'

Antioquia also pointed out thatthat-
in

tt-
inin both cases the plan for thethe-

houses
the-

houseshouses was one prepared by thethe-
B1A

the-

BIABIAB1AB1AandBIAandand approved by the Dept . ofof-

Housing
of-

HousingHousing and Urban Development .

Antioquia told the TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes that in a presidential-presidentialpresidenti-
allydeclared

presidenti-
allydeclared

presidenti-
allydeclared

-

ly-declaredlydeclared- disaster ,. underunder-
authority

under-
authorityauthority of the Federal DisasterDisaster-
Act

Disaster-
ActAct , it is possible for involved-
government

involvedinvolved-
governmentgovernment agencies to bypassbypass-
normal

bypass-
normalnormal bidding procedures to easeease-

an
ease-

anan emergency situation , and thatthat-

this
that-

thisthis is what was done .

This'This' is also the essence of aa-

January
a-

JanuaryJanuary letter to Ridenhour fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe area office, . Nowever , in aa-

phone
a-

phonephone conservation betweenbetween-
Roger

between-
RogerRoger Ridell and'and' the area office-

later
officeoffice-

laterlater in the month , BIABIA-

repottedly
BIA-

reportedlyreportedlyrepottedly toldtoldRidellRidellRideH , "WeWe"We-
assumed

"We-
assumed

"
assumed thereere was no1).01.010). AlaskanAq.skallAqskallAlaskan.Aq.skalldealerAlaskandealerdealer who could handle this'tistis' typetype-

of
typetype-

ofof contract ."
Another local firm , DinyeaDinyDinyea-

Corp
aa-

CorpCorp . , the corporation for StevehsStevehs-

Village
Stevehs-

VillageVillage , also missed out on thethe-

bidding
the-

biddingbidding for the Nome houses .

Referring to competition withwith'awithawith'a-
local

'aa'a-

local

'

local firm , Ridenhour said , "It'sIts"It's-
not

"It's-
not

" '
not the fact that you don'tdont' get thethe-

job
the-

jobjob , it'sits' that you don'tdont'; get toto-

compete
to-

competecompete ."
In the second situation , BIA ,

acting as an agent for severalsevera-

lNative
severa-

lNativeNative regionalre"glon-

al

reglon-

al" housinghousinga-
uthorities

housing-
authoritiesauthorities , sent out invitations totQtQ-

bid
to-

bidbid on ' 368 housing units .

Ridenhour said he received hishis-

invitation
his-

invitationinvitation on theththe3rd3rd of February .

Bids were due two days later . He-

said
HeHe-

saidsaid he would have had to flyfly-

personally
fly-

personallypersonally to Juneau to deliverdeliver-

them
deliver-

themthem on time .

GregThiesGreg TIThieses , of the Dinyea Corp . ,

said his firmfmn received its invitationinvitation-
inin ample time to bid . The DinyeaDinyea-

Corp
Dinyea-

CorpCorp . has been forced to ,. delaydela-
yconstructiort

dela-
yconstructionconstructionconstructiort of its housinghhousin-
gfactory

usingusing-
factory

>
factory because it waswaS notnot-

awarded
not-

awardedawarded the sec9ndsecond contract..

, The second contractc ntract was againagain-

awarded
again-

awardedawarded to Niederrneyer-MartinNiederrneyerMartinNiedell11eyer-MartinNiedell11eyerNiedegneyer-MartinNiedegneyer- .

However , the award was actuallyactually-

made

actually-

mademade by the housing authoritiesauthoritiesuthorities ,

notnottheBthe BIABLA 1.. --.
According to CommissionerCoIt1JT issioner ofof-

Indian

of-

IndianIndian Affairs Morris Thompson ,

speaking att a press conferenceconfetenc in-

Anchorage
inin-

AnchorageAnchorage , the award was mademade-

to
made-

toto thelowestthe lowest of 16 bidders.. '.

Ridenhour asserted thatthat-
Niedenn

that-
NiedenneyerartinNiedermeyerNiedennNiedenneyerartinyer-M'artinyerM'artinMartin-$'(fartin ' bidding onon-

the
on-

thethe same house plan , bid '' $6,0006000$6,000-

more
$6,000-

more
$ ,

more than
,
theytheybidbidbid onon thethe Nome

houses .

AredArea ', Director AntioquiaAntioquiae-
mphasized

Antioquiae-
mphasizedemphasized that .thethe.

, BIA onlyonly-

provicted
only-

providedprovidedprovicted ', technical assistance'assistance'assistassist'' nce ono-
nt

on-

thethet..ee second
, , bidding.. He said thethe-

selection
the-

selectionselection of the.OregontheOregonthe.Oregon firm was aa-

joint
a-

jointjoint Decision, of the housinghousing-
authorities

housing-
authoritiesauthorities of the Bristol Bay ,
Calista,, Bering Straits and NANANANNANA-

regions
AA-

regionsregions .

Ridenhour ,, citing privateprivat-
einformation

privat-
einformationinformation sources , said itit-

appears
it-

appearsappears to him-himhimthat-, that BIA isi-
s"literally

i-
s"literally"literallyliterally" taking themthem-
NiedermeyerMartin

them-
NiedermeyerMartin(Niedermeyer-MartinNiedermeyerMartin- ) up andand-

down
and-

downdown the coast to thethe-
corporations

the-
corporationscorporations ."

"WhatWhat" the whole thing boilsboils-

down
boils-

downdown to is that 'thethe' Area BIA-

office
BIABfABfA-

officeoffice in JuneauJunea.uJuneau. appears to bebe-

being
ee-

beingbeing Very selective about whomwhom-

they
whom-

theythey award bids to ,,"'"* RidenhourJUdenhourJUdenhour-
told

Ridenhour-
toldtold the Tundra Times ,. "FromFrom'From". ' thethe-

letters
the-

lettersletters FveryeI'veIve' seen , there'stheres' aa, lot ofof-

misinformation
of-

misinformationmisinformation coming out ofof-

Juneau
of-

JuneauJuneau to Washington ."
Commissioner Thompson saidsaid-

he
said-

hehe was confident 'thatthat' BIABIA-

regulations
BIA-

reregulationsre gul tions had been strictlystrictly-
followed

strictly-
followedfollowed in the biddingbidwngprocedurebidwngprocedure-
an

procedureprocedurea-

n&Jandanan&J--an&JanJan&Jnoted&

"- "- notedrtoted
--

that Alaskan andan-
dnonAlfikan

an-
dnonAlaskannon-AlnonAlnon-AlfikannonAlfikannon-AlaskanAlaskan- rSkan firms hadhadp-

articipated
hadp-

articipatedparticipated in the bidding..

Thompson , on a week-longweeklongweeklong-
swing

weeklong-
swing

--

swing througjhthrough Alaska will inspectinspec-
tth

inspec-
tthetheth e completed houses inin-

Nome
in-

NomeNome .


