
Bethel Area Bilingual ProgramProgram-
Raised. RatedRaised Success byAdministrator

By LAELtAELMORGMORGANMORGAN-
Staff

NN-

StaffStaff WriterWrite-
rBETHELS

Write-
rBETHELS

Write-
rBETHELSBETHEL-SBETHELS- . William Benton ,

Education Program AdministraAdministra-Administra-
tor

¬-

tor for the Bureau of Indian AfAf-Af-

fairs
Af-

fairs
¬-

fairs , began his interview with aa-

question
a-

questionquestion .

"WhatWhat" does the Tundra TimesTimes-
have

Times-
havehave against BIA1? "

We haven'thavent' run an anti-BIAantiBIAantiBIA-
article

antiBIA-
article

-

article for at least a week , wewe-

told
we-

toldtold him . In fact ,; June 2 , wewe-

carried
we-

carriedcarried a complimentary article

on WallywaIwaIyWallyy Craig , Fairbanks direcdirec-direc-
tor

direc-
tor

¬-

tor .

"I'mIm"'' sick and tired of defendefen-defen-
ding

defen-
ding

¬-

ding policy that was jnin, 15IS yearsyears-
ago

years-
agoago and is no longer true ,"
Benton snorted . "TheThe" BureauBureau-
ii$ doing somesomesomeinnovativeinnovative things ."

One of them is the bilingualbilingual-
education

bilingual-
educationeducation program , which isis-

why
is-

whywhy the interview was requested .

Benton was in on the innovationinnovation-
and

innovation-
andand he'shes' been teaching in thethe-
Bush

the-
BushBush long e.noughenough

.,
so that he ".

should know what he'shes' talkingtalking-
about

talking-
aboutabout .

"I'dId"'' say the program is a tretre-tretre-

mendous
tre-

mendous
¬-

mendous.,. success ., The kids areare-

responding
rere-

respondingresponding unbelieyeablyunbelieveaplyunbelievea ly . OneOne-

of
One-

ofofofourour chiefhief problemsproblmprobl m$ is peoplepeople-
bothering

people-
botheringbothering us ... . wanting to visitvisit-

the
visit-

thethe classes . We have to beatbeat-
them

beat-
themthem off withwithaa stick ! "

The aim of the program is toto-

instruct
to-

instructinstruct beginnerseginners using their nana-nana-

tive

¬.-

tive Eskimo in villages wherewhere-
EnglishEnglishnglish is seldom spoken .

"It'sIts" ' not a language revivalrevival-
program

revival-
programprogram ,,"" Benton is quick toto-

note
to-

notenote . "It'sIts" ' developed to helphelp-
children

help-
childrenchildren cope with their schoolschool-
work

school-
workwork . Stop tpto think whatwhat-
you're

what-
you'reyou'reyoure' asking of a child in anan-

Eskimo
an-

EskimoEskimo village .

( Continued on page 6)6)



Bilingual . . .tI

( Continued from page 1)1)1-

)"You're
1-

)"You're
1-

)"You're
)

"You'reYoure" ' asking him to learnlearn-
aa language at the same time toto-

learn
to-

learnlearn subjects in that language .

teachingEnglishI used to think that teaching
English as a second language waswas-

the
ww-

thethe answer-that'sanswerthat'sthats- ' my fieldfi. Id . ButBut-
now

But-
nownow I think it'sits' just part of thethe-
answer

thth-

answer
e

answer ."
Under the new programrogram , kinkin-kin-

dergarten
¬.-

dergarten classes are taught inin-

Eskimo
in-

EskimoEskimo with the exception'exception' ofof-

English
oo-

English
f

English intruction one hour aa-

dayday ._ That hour is broken intointo-
three

into-
threethree 20-minute20minute-- periods to fitfit-

the
fit-

thethe children'schildrens' attention span ,

OverOvet 30 villages showed intemte-mteinte-mte-
rest

inte-
rest

¬-

rest in the program . From thesethethese-
AkiachakAkiachak Nunapitchuk: andand-
Napakiak

and-
NapakiakNapakiak Were chosen for expeexpe-expe-
rimental

¬.-

rimentalrimentalclassesclasses . Two EskimoEskimo-

women
Eskimo-

womenwomen .fromfromirom. each were trainedtrained-

asas teachers and an English tea-teatea-
cher

tea-
cher

- I

cher was assigned to each school..
skepticalBenton, admits he was skeptiskepti-skepti-
cal

¬-
'-

about
a-

bout'_calcal'aboutcalaboutabout starting so soonsoon , butbut-
the

II-

thethe results have been surprising-surprisingsurprising-
Jy

surprising-
ly

- :

Jyly good ., Although it is still con-concon-
sidered

cOn-

sidered
con-

sidered
- ]

sidered an experimental programprogram-
enough

program-
enoughenough solid information hashas-
been

ijj-

beenbeen acquired to write a tea-teatea-

ching
teatea-

ching
-. !

ching manual for next year . ,

As ., for evaluatingev uating the bilin-bilinbilin1bilin-
gual

-. 1II-

gualgual education-stackingeducationstacking- Ben-BenBeniBen-
ton's

-. i,

ton'stons' kindergarten against anan-

allEnglish
ijj-

allall-EnglishallEnglishallnglishall-all- nglish school-heschoolhe-- thinks it'sitsit's-
too

' ii-

tootoo early . ii-

"We
i-

"We"WeWe"" want to avoid comparicoinpari-coinparicoinpari-
sons

¬.-
sons . It'sIts' extremely difficult toto-

measure
i11-

measuremeasure the
"

group if you don'tdontdon't-
go

' 3)
go through three or four years .

But itit'looksitlookslooks'looks'' so darned good itit-

amazes
jJJ-

amazesamazes me .." 1f1-

And
f-

AndAnd you don'tdont' have to taketake-
just

take-
justjust his word for it. MorrisMorris-
Thompson

ii-
ThompsonThompson , head ofpf BIA for thethe-
state

jII-
statestate , reports the program willwill-

be
tt-

bebe expanded to Quinhagak , 11-

KipnukKipnuk , Tuntutuliak andandI-

Casigluk
C(

KasiglukKisiglukICasigluk next'fallnextfallnexffall' ,. p


