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June141SslleNewsJwie147ssueNews
Week Scrutinizes

.

Indian Relocation Program
The Indian Relocation propro-pro-

gram
pro-

gram
-¬-

gram of the Bureau of IndianIndian-
Mfairs

Indian-
AffairsAffairsMfairs is given careful scrutinyscrutiny-
inin the June\14June14Jun't)14Junt14JunDV4'); \ issue of NewsNews-News-
week

¬.-
'week .

"ComparedCompared" with other mimi-mimi-

nority
¬.-

nority groups caughtaught in the grindgrind-

of
grind-

ofof urban povertypoyerty , the plight ofof-
th

of-
thetheth citified American IndianIndiaIndianre11rerere-rere-

presents
re-

presents
¬-

presents a new dimension inin-

wretchedness
in-

wretchednesswretchedness ,;"' the magazine rereore-rereo-

ports
re-

ports
¬-

ports . Though"Though"" the statisticsstatistics-
compiled

statistics-
compiledcompiled by different studiesstudies-
vary

studies-
varyvary somewhat , the Indian pro1'ro-1'ro1ropro-pro1'ro-
bably 'pro-
bably

-¬

bably has a median family inin-inin-

come
¬.-

come of less than $4,0004000$ , andand-
aa high-schoolhighschool- drop out rate ofof-
about

of-
aboutabout 50965050%% . He has found citycity-
life

city-
lifelife even moremore disastrous thanthan-
have

than-
havehave blacks , Puerto Ricans oro-
rcl

or-

chicanoschicaneschicanosclcanos . His over-alloverallover.alloverall-. suicidesusuicide-

and
cidecide-

an4an4and
.-

murder
m-

urder.
murder rates are the highhigh-high-

est
¬.-

est inin the country , while his

life expectancy is the lowest .

Alcoholism is a problem for
25 % of the adult males . TheThe-
Indian

The-
IndianIndian is five times more likelylikely-
toto have pneumonia or tubertobertuber-tuber-
culosis

¬.-
culosis than the.the'the

.' average AmeriAmeri-Amer-
ica

Ameri-
can

¬-
canca1 , and his.hisJib. diet is so poor thatthat-
his

that-
hishis deathdeathraterate ' from dysenterydysentery-
isis 35 times the national norm .

"AsAs" for employment , few InIn-InIn-

dians
In-

dians
¬-

dians have skills to compete forfor-
good

for-
goodgood jobs . In the Uptown secsec-sec-

tion
¬.-

tion of Chicago-aChicagoa-- sort of EllisEllis-
Island

Ellis-
IslandIsland for Indians of the SouthSouth-
and

South-
andandand-andandthe.- the Mideast-onlyMideastonly-- 3030%% ofof-
the

of-
thethe new arrivals achieve anyany-any-
thing

¬.-
. thing approaching a normalnormaJlifelife .

GeorgeWoodard". 'RightRight' now ,' says.says., George
Woodard , director of Bay AreaArea-
Native

Area-
NativeNative American Council of SanSan-

Francisco
San-

FranciscoFrancisco , we'rewere' at the bottombottom-
of

bottom-
ofof the ditch.. And unless we get

ourselvesours lves out , wellwe'll'' end up withwith-
nothing

with-
nothingnothing but artifacts ."

"WhatWhat" makes the Indians parpar-par-
ticularly

par-
ticularly

¬-

ticularly bitter is the fact thatthat-
unlike

that-
unlikeunlike other minorities , manymnymany ofof-
them

of-
themthem diddidnotnot come to the citiescities-
of

cities-
ofof their own free will , but asas-

the
as-

thethe direct result of official gogo-gogo-
vernment

go-

vernment
-¬-

vernment policy . Instead ofof-
fmancing

of-
financingfinancingfmancing economic developmentdevelopment-
where

development-
wherewhere 'theythey' they were , the U.SUS. . BuBu-BuBu-
reau

¬.-
reaureareaureauofof Indian Affairs spend dede-de-

cades
¬.-

cades prying them loose fromfrom-
cultural

from-
culturalcultural isolation and handinghanding-
out

handing-
outout one-wayonewayone.wayoneway-. tickets to the citiescities-
along

cities-
alongalong with large promises ofofaof-
better

of-
better

a
better life to come .."

Newsweek goes into detaildetail-
on

detail-
onon the dire consequences , incluinclu-inclu-
ding

inclu-
ding

¬-

ding a story of an Indian whowho-
asked

who-
askedasked streetfreet$ directions in NavajoNavajo-
toto be arrested and classified as

an insane Mexican-AmericanMexicanAmericanMexican.AmericanMexicanAmerican-. .
'

It]t was only after several daysdays-

the
days-

thethe mistake was discovered , thethe-

magazine
the-

magazinemagazine reports .

But the article ends on an opop-

tirnistic
op-

timistictimistictirnistic note .

"FortunatelyFortunately" forfor many InIn-InIn-

dians

¬.-

dians , WashingtonWashh gton in recentrecent-

months
recent-

monthsmonths has exhibited a decideddecided-

change
decided-

changechange of heartheart.. With flurryflurry-

of
flurry-

ofof memos , the BIA has exchanexchan-exchan-

ged
¬.-

ged its policy ofofrelocationrelocation forfor-

one
for-

oneone of economic developmentdevelopment-
onon the reservationsreservatiqns themselves ."


