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A WHALERWHALER AND TRADER IN THE ARCTIC ;.: , 1895-1944189519441895.194418951944189S-1944189S-. My ,. LifeUfeUfe-
With"The

Life-

With'TheWithWith"TheWithTheWith'The'lielie'"
' Bowhead ,, by Arthur James Allen ,. Alaska Northwest Pub-PubPub-

llshiilg
Pub-

lishi
Pub-

lishing
--

llshiilglishinglishig 1978978:. "' .

-. HereHee{ are a couple of finefme books for anyone interestedinterested in the hishis-his-

tory
¬.-

tory of'of'ofwhalingofwhaling' whaling in Alaska-andAlaskaandAlaska.anqAlaskaanq--. . thethe'life'stylesthelifestyles'
lifelifestyles'stylesstyles' ofof thethe world'sworlds' largestlargest-

mammals
largest-

mammalsmammals . TheTh first text , from the AlaskaAlask3 Geographic Society'sSocietys' sese-sese-

ries
¬.-

ries, is 'a-'aa"a-"a'abeautiful"a1eau'"-- beautiful1eau? ifulcombin,combinationtion of photographs , explanatory textstexts-
and

texts-
andandand historicalstorlcalhhhstorical'reliortinghhstoricalreliorting'

reporting . The articles themselves are written by somesome-

of
some-

ofof the most knowledgeable people in Alaska and the nation . FromFrom-

Southeastepl
From-

SoutheasternSoutheasternSoutheastepl , ChuckC'ucuc' JuraszJurasiJurasiandand his wife Ginny tell about their fere-rere-

search
re .-¬

searchsearch, ' in'i1'lGlacieri1lGlacier!A
,
Glacier Bay . From up north , LaelLaclJael, Morgan, describes presentpresent-

day
present-

dayday whaling by the Eskimos of Wainwright . And ,. then John Bock-BockBock-

stoce
Bock-

stbce
-.

stocestbcest andanand others fill us in on the history of Alaskan whaling . LikeLike-

earlier
Like-

earlierearlier booksooks in this seriesries, the photography is fantasticfan astic ! If one picpic-pic-

ture
¬.-

ture is , worth a thousandthousandwordsthousand words , then the art work here is worth.worthworth-
five

..worth-
fivefive volumesvo umes of text . The writers try to bringbOOg a balance to the quesques-ques-

tion

¬.-

.
tion ofbf hunting the bowhead alongalongthe-thethe.the-. Bering Strait and thethe\probtheprobtheprob-theprobtheprob-
lems'are

\%prob-probprob-

lems
-.

lemslems'arelemsare'' are set forth quite clearly . While the Eskimos are limited ,. toto-

twelve
to-

twelvetwelve bowhead whales Jandedlanded , internationalintema onal commercial whalerwlwhaledwhaled-
still

ale

stillstiUJcill,.killkill.
'

,thousands of whaleswhales mainly forforluxury.luxuryluxury., items : Is all ofof-

thisthiss , fair? ;Yet ,. what will happen to the bowhead population ifjf theythey-

continue
they-

continuecontinuecontinuecontinue'to'toto
,'
tot be hunted.lUnted1lUnted1. ? There are no easye sy answersansw rs.,. '

Fbr.JheFbrJheFortheForjhe':;., whale watchers , there is an excellent sectionsectiOI} oneachon.eachon-eachoneach.,- ofof-

the
of-

thethe species,'
' ofofwhaleswhales found in Alaskan waters . Besides the beautifulbeautiful-

p
beautiful-

photographsphotographsp oiographsoiographsandand illustrations , therethere are small descriptions of the idid-idid-

entifying'actions

¬.-

entifyingentifying'actionsentifyingactionsactions'actions' of each species . I'mIm'' suresuisuie that anyone who spendsspends-

mucl
spends-

muchmuchmucl} time on 'thethe'thewaterstheth waters of Alaska'sAlaskas' coast willwlll want to Jceepkeep a copy '

handy justj sitsitr'tortor'forr theth
,'

'identident'' identifyingfying informationinf nnation ., ' ' .
'"

,

;The.The-.The'The"secThesec'..Thesecond"- secondnd book , the life of Arthur James AllenAUAUnlsAllen'isAllenisnls,
'
is a classiccassiccassic autoauto-autoauto-

biography
¬.-

biographybibiographyofgraph of oneoonee who livedlv d and shared the finalfmal period of commer-commercommer-

cfal

commer-
cial

-.
cfalcracial. ,_'aling'ininorthemwlialing'in'northernwlialinginnorthernwhalingw 'aling'inalingin' ' in 'northernnortherninorthem' Alaska . The text was originallyotigmalJy written inin

1937After1937Aft1937;:::After*
r his death in 1944 , his daughter Alice Killbear ,. finallyfmally "'

got thethe work published . Big Jim'sJims' autobiography fillsfls in the day-by-daybyfay.byfaybyClay-by-ClayClayby-

dayl

.!dayby-
day

-. -.

daydayl;. lifetife ' of thethelthelwh'' whalerwhalewhJerJerand' and trader . InII} additionadditi n to Allen himself , thethe-

read

the-

reade'learnsreaderflearnSreade'learnsreadelearnsread (; '
lea s .quitequite. uite a bit aboutabout other famous people of the NorthNorth-

Slop
North-

SlopeSlopeSlopSlop'riamesV'---'riames'riamesriamesFriaries;<:-, "- ' names like BrowerrBrowerrGordonBrower ; Gordon , Hopson and BodfishBodfshBBodfshalongdfish; alongalong-

withriianY'N"adve"names"7
along-

withwithwithriianY'N"adve"names"7withriianYNadvenames7manymany'Native" "namesnames
""names "'- crop up regularlyregu1arly .

y; AsUAi.a'balanceAi.abalanceAiabalancesa:'. 'balbal'
balanceneetoto the first book reviewed, :, this text adds personalpersonal-

and
personal-

andand historical perspectives . .

. WithWit1iWithall','allall' '
thethe'interesttheinterest.

' 'interestinterest"interest'"' in whales and whaling nowadays , these areare-

tw
are-

twotwtwo<fbooksbooJbookss thatthat just have to be read . If this reviewer had to pickpick-

tw
pic-

ktwooftwojoftwooftw ,
, f theth'e' top

'

booksboks,? of 1978 , these two would have to be in the
' .finalfinal.,finalfinalrunningrunning !
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