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Editor'sEditors' Note : ThanksTh nkl forjor your responsesresponsel to this column . The "Ala-"AlaAla"Ala-

kanuk
"Ala-

kanuk
"Ala-

kanuk
" -

kanuk Native Youth Press " is the latest student newspaper to bebe-

added
be-

addedadded to our collectioncollecti n of papers .

Should you have any questions about the column , or suggestionssuggestions-

for
suggestions-

forfoefor. future topics , please write to me at the Center
, for Cross-CulturalCrossCulturalCrossCultural-

Studies
CrossCultural-

Studies
--

Studies ., University of Alaska, Fairbanks , Alaska 99701 , or phone
479-71854797185- .

The political campaigningc paigning is over ,";' andandd most citizens are relievedrelieved-

that
relieved-

thatthat the elections 'areare': completedcompletedNowcompleted.Nowcompleted-NowcompletedNow. -NowNow-. the successfulUccessful$ candidates areare-

looking
are-

lookinglooking forward to beginningbegnning or continuingcontmuing.t.heircontmuingt.heircontmuingtheircontinuing.theircontinuingtheir' .theirtheir.. work for all ofof-

us
of-

usus . This'This' is an excellent opportunity for students and teachers toto-

study
to-

studystudy how government works as part of a civics , government , or concon-con-
temporary

con-
temporary

¬-

temporary issues class .

There areate
,
many kinds of successfully elected candidates who havehave-

just
have-

justjust taken office within the past several, months . At the local levelslevels-

are

levels-

areare Community SchoolS hool Committee members , city council , boroughborough-

assembly
borough-

assemblyassembly , and district school boards ; at the regional level are statestate-

representatives
state-

representativesrepresentatives and senatorssefiators , regional non-governmentalnongovernmental- corporacorpora-corpora-

tion
corpora-

tion
¬-

'

tion officials , etc . .

Students can review the candidates ' positions on issues of imporimpor-impor-

tance
impor-

tance
¬-

tance to their geographic areas and watch the officials as they taketake-

their
take-

theirtheir new positions . Over a periodp riod of time the votingvO g records can bebe-

studied
be-

studiedstudied for trends and consistency ; also , the elected'representativeselectedrepresentativeselected-repreSentativeselectedrepreSentativeselected'repre'sentativeselectedrepreSentatives-
might

elected'repre'sentatives-
might

'- '

might be invited to attend a class to talk to the students about theirtheir-

responsibilities
their-

responsibilitiesresponsibilities as elected representatives .

Perhaps students could take field trips to view the-thetheelected.-, elected rere-rere-

presentatives
re-

presentatives

¬-

presentatives in action . Whether at the local village council meetingmeeting-

regional
meeting-

regionalregional corporation annual meetings , going to Juneau or WashingWashing-Washing-

ton
Washing-

ton

¬-

ton , P.CPCD.CDC. ., the students could prepare for such a trip by studying thethe-

many
the-

manymany aspects of governance .

One reliable source of information is the Alaska Blue Book , pubpub-pub-

lished
pub-

lished

¬-

lished by the State of Alaska every other year , and its supplementsupplement-

produced
supplement-

producedproduced on the off year . The Blue BookSook is the best singlesgle sourcessourceurce ofof-

information, information on elected state and local officials and is availableawilabJe fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe State Library in Juneau . .

_ AnotherAnother-Anothersource
-

source ofinformationofinfonnation is the Local GovernmentGovernmmt( EncycloEncyclo-Encyclo-

peiw
Encyclo-

pedia

¬-

pediapeiw( , produced""' by the Department of CommunityComm nity and RegionalRegional-

Affairs
Regional-

AffairsAffairs , Division of Local Government Assistance in Anchorage ItIt-

is

It-

isis a handbook containing definitionsdefmitions ofoflocallocal government terms , propro-pro-
cedures

pro-

cedures
-¬-

cedures for basic citytity functions , and case studies covering commoncommon-

problems
common-

problemsproblems found in smaller cities . -

Both the Alaska Blue Book and the Local Government EncycEncyc-Encycl-

opedia
Encyc-

lopedia
-¬-

lopedia , are most likely .availableavailable., in 'youryour' school or community liblib-lib-

rary

¬.-

rary , or through your localloca city mayor . If they aren'tarentaren't it is importantimportant-
that

important-
thatthat you add these two items to your library collectioncollection'lfcollectionlf"ififlf"' possible .

UltimatelyUHimately , the best source of information are the men andand-

women

and-

womenwomen who serve as elected officials in your ownowown communityommunity . MostMost-

of
Most-

ofof them would be delighted to talk with students about their resres-res-

ponsibilities
res-

ponsibilities

¬-
'-

an
a-n"-

an
a-n'-an
a-n'"ponsibilities and what it is like to be elected representative . TheThe-

combination
The-

combinationcombination of the resource ,
materials in the library1i6rary and guestguest-

speak
guest-

speakersspeakersspeak rs from the community will strongly complement any politipoliti-politi-

tal
politi-

cal

¬-

caltal fieldf1eld trip the students may be able t6td make at a future date asas-

well

as-

wellwell as providing excellentexceUent educational experiences in themselves .,


