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ereThere is a great dealdealofof discussiondi scussion going on at thethe-
moment

the-
momentmoment about Alaska'sAlaskas' native peoples ' landlandclaimsclaims and

".

muchmuchofof this talk is tending to create a mist around thethe-
issue

the-
issueissue that might develop into a fog . If it keeps up inin-
this

in-
thisthis manner , the equitable solution to the land questionquestion-
might

question-
mightmight get lost in the peap a soup .

Although there are some knowledgeableknowledgeablknowl edgeabledgeablee people whowho-
make

who-
makemake statements publicly about the claims , there areare-
those

are-
thosethose who would beet serve the matter at hand by rere-rere-
fraining

re-
fraining

¬-
fraining from speaking . One area that could be mentionedmentioned-
asas farfor as the latter is concerned , is that many of thosethose-
peopl

those-
peoplepeoplepeopl e have no concrete idea what constitutes landIandIanduselanduseand useuse-
by

use-
bybybyourour native people . Many of the people in question areare-
influential

are-
influentialinfluentialinfluentialandandandareare in positionssitions ofofstrengthstrength . Their publicpublic-
statements

public-
statementsstatements regarding land issues can , and do , influenceinfluence-
the

influence-
thethe Alaskan public that is also largely ignorantignorQnt ofofwhatwhatwha-
tconstitutes

wha-
tconstitutesconstitutes landIandIanduselanduseand use .

Before the issue goes any further , there shouldshoul d be aa-

serious
a-

seriousserious attempt to educate the generalge nerol publicpubli c whatwhot landIandlandC-

ontinued

IlandC-

ontinued

andand-
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means to the native peoplep ople of Alaska . This knowledge isis-
needed

is-
neededneeded for greater understanding among our people andand-

it

and-

itit is certainly pertinentpertinent to the land issue , and it could bebe-

an

be-

anan important matter in arriving at a justifiableiustifiable solutionsolution-

toto the claims question .

The land1and1andsituationlandsituationand situation is ofofaa serious gravitygravi ty to our state .

It is one that must be solvedsol ved in an equitableequitable manner tctotto-

benefitbenefit allallconcernedconcerned . To achieve this level , iti t needsneeds-
peoplepeoplepeopl e to workworkonon it who know what they are talkingtalking-
about

talking-
aboutabout . IfIfnotnot, thisthi s fact alone can be-abeabeabe -aa- potentialpotentipotentialsource0101sourcesourcesource-
for

source-
forfor injusticesiniustices in the finalfinaloutcomeoutcome of the land question .

It is regretable to note at times that lackIackIackoflackofack of knowledgeknowledge-

becomesbecomes evident on triethet e state levellevelesplevelespeciallyespeciallyesp cially when itit-
comesicomescomesomes to landlanduseuse by our native people . This is no lessless-
true

less-
true* true on the national level.. The landlandmattermatter in Alaska isis-
of

.
ofofutmostutmost seriousness and it cannot afford to have peoplepeople-
working

people-
workingworking on ititwhowho have half-knowledgehalfknowledge- of the situation .

What then should be done to remedy this lacklackofof knowknow-know-

ledge

know-

ledge

¬-

ledge of the landlandsituationsituation ? We feel that something hashas-

toto be done because of the seriousness of the matter . ItIt-
would

It-
wouldwouldwouldcertainlycertainly help to eliminate possible inequities inin-

thethe finalfinfinaloutcome0101outcomeoutcome whichwhiwhichwouldchchwoulwouldwoulwouldotherwised otherwise0 tl-terwitlterwi- se haunthaunh aun t the peoplepeoplpeople-

of

e
.

of Alaska in the future . ShouldShouldaa team ofofsdentiofscientistsscientistssdentistssdenti sts comcom-com-

p

com-comcom-

posed
-¬-

posedpposedof> sedsedofofofanan anthropologist , a geologist , an ecologist andand-

aa sociologistsodologistsodologi st be formedformedandand thisthithisteamsteamteam couldcouJcouldwork: ddworkworkworkunderunderunder-

thethe authorizationauthori zation of the PresidentPresi dent ?

We are not proposingprop > sing that a study should be done exex-exex-
actly

ex-
actly

¬-

actly in the above manner but we do believe that thosethose-
who

those-
whowho workworkonon the landIandIandsituationlandsituationand situation shouldshoul d have good knowknow-know-

ledge
know-

ledge

¬-

ledge , ififnotnot explicitexpUcit knowledge of the landlanduseuse of thethe-

Indians
the-

IndiansIndians, Aleuts and Eskimos .


