
Bill May LegalizeLegalize-
Native

Legalize-
NativeNative Customs

A bill providing for thethe-
recognition

the-
recognitionrecognition of Native customscustoms-
asas law for marriages , divorcesdivorces-
and

divorces-
andandandadoptionadoption is in the JudiJudi-Judi-
ciary

Judi-JudiJudi-
ciary

¬--
ciary Committee of the StateState-
Senate

State-
SenateSenate .

Senate Bill No . 140 , introintro-intro-
duced

intro-
duced

--¬

duced by Brad Phillips ofof-
Anchorage

of-
AnchorageAnchorage , provides that , inin-
a

in-
aa case where the validity of

a marriage , divorce or adopadop-adopadop-
tion

adop-
tion

--¬
tion involving Natives is inin-
issue

in-
issueissue , the court oforor adminisadminis-adminis-
trative

adminis-
trative

¬--
trative agency shall base itsits-
resolution

its-
resolutionresolution of the issue on thethe-
Native

the-
NativeNative custom law , as evi-evievi-
dencad

evi-
den

evi-
denc

--
dencaddendenc d by the understandingunderstanding-
ofof the Native communitycommunity-
where

community-
wherewhere the custom is claimedclaimedc-

ontinued
claimedc-

ontinued
claimedc-

ontinued(continuedcontinuedonon page 6)6)



-Native-CustomsNativeCustomsNative- --CustomsustomsCustomscont-
inued

ustom-ustom-=s _

-"

,' -.

{(continued from Page I1)11-
)to

)

'to be establishedestabl ished . -

A ., Native community is anan-
unincorporated

an-
unincorporatedunincorporated area or politi--politipoliti-politi-
cal

polpoliti-
cal

tbtb-
cal

--- '

populationcal subdivisionsubdiv sion with.with. a popupopu-popu-popu:.-¬-
lationpopulationof over 50 personspersons whowho-
are

who-
areare '- predominantly Aleut,;

Eskimo , or Indian , and wherewhere-
ancestral

.
ancestralancestralcustomcustom and tratra-tra-
dition

tra-tratra-
dition

-¬-
, dition play theth predominantpredominant-
p

predominant-
partpartpart in thethe-thec'- conductc Iduct of theththe-
affairsaffairs of the communitycoII1I1unitycoII1I1unity .

Native custom law . meansmmeansmeans-
a

ss-
aaa-aausage.- usage or practive ofoftheof-of"-the-the-the-
Natives

the-
NativesNatives in the State which ,.
by common adoption and acsac-acaac-
quiescence

-
quiescence , andandby'

Jby,by long andmidand-
unvarying

. .
unvarying habit , has acquiredacquirec1acquirec1-
the

acquired-
thethe force of lawla with respectrespectrespect-
to

respect-
toto the people , place , or subsub-subsubj-
ect

sub-
ject

-¬-

ject matter to whichwIiich it re-rerel-
ates

re-
lates

re-¬-
lates .

One
'

of the presentpreent$ probprob-prob-
lems

prob-probprob-
lems

-¬-
lems facing Natives in rere-re-re-
mote

re-
mote

¬-
mote areas , is thatth t families ,-

often have several childrenhildrenchildren-
living

hildren-
livingliving with them asaasasoraora,a resultresult-
of

result-
ofof these Native-lawNativelaw-- adopadop-adop-
tions

adop-adopadop-
tions

-¬-
tions . At present , a welfarewelfare-
agency

welfare-
agencyagency willwill-notwillnot.- not count suchsucsuch-
childrenchildren asas-asasm-"" membersm mbers ofot thethe-
family

the-
familyfamily in determiningdetennining reliefrelief-
payments

relief-
paymentspayments . -

As - a result , the familyfamily-
does

family-
does .does not get an adequateadequate-

payment"paymentpaymentljpayment-paymentpaymentforitssize" menL-fmenLf.-for-its--sizeforitssizefor-forforits-"jts-"jtsjts"jtssize".its---- - size_;The--TheThe-
law

TheTl -- -
law wouldwo'uldwouldallow' allow the familiesfamilies-
tototoobtain--obtaino- btain'-'-obtaino- btainobtain support ' forrfortheser these-these'-. ,.

adoptedadoptedchildrenchildren withoutwithout-
having

without-
having '-com

c-om'
having to go through the comcorn-corncorn-
plicated :¬-
plicated adoptionado Jt on proceduresprocedures-
ofof present laws .,


