
Bethel Official Answers Fr .

Morris' Ideas on Hi-HiHiSchoolsHi -. SchoolsSchoolsB-
yBy Michael RowanRowenRowen-

Bethel
Rowan-

BethelBethel , AlaskaAlaska-

We

Alaska-

WeWe would like to reply to a letter printed last week in thethe-
Tundra

the-
TundraTundra Times , a letter attacking the idea ofofaa regionalregionalschoolschoolschool-
atat Bethel , written by Fr . John Morris , a Jesuit .

Fr. MorrisMorri s argues throughout for village highhighschoolsschools , sayingsaying-
inin part that BethelBethelwouldwould develop a "teenteen" age culture " whichwhich-
he

which-
hehe claims would hurt the oldoldpeoplepeople. . Thus , no school forfor-
Bethel

for-
BethelBethel .

We do not follow thisthi s logic , nor do we have anything againstagainst-
teenagers

against-
teenagersteen-agersteenagers- . Bethel , in fact , has tripled in population in thethe-
last

the-
lastlast 12 years . Over 22millionmillion dollars ofofconstructionconstruction will taketake-
place

take-
placeplace here in .thethe., next two years , regardless of the regionalregiona-
lschool

regional-
schoolschool.. We are not afraidafraidofofofaa teen age culture .

"HowHow" does one keep a horde ofofyoungyoung people occupied inin-
constructive

in-
constructiveconstructive ways ? " asks Fr. Morris in his letter . You planplan-
for

plan-
forfor ItH . You buildbuildcommunitycommunity hallshall s . You sink hundreds ofof-
thousands

of-
thousandsthousands of dollars into it. That'sThats' what thisthi s CouncilCouncilisis doing .
That'sThats' how we plan to do it . ,//

We do not especially relish Fr . Morris'sMorriss' opinion of Bethel .
We disagreedi sagree with him that a schoolschoolatat BethelBethelwiBethelwillwillwi II be a "sepsep"sep-"sepa-
ration

"sep-"sepsep"sep-
aration

" -¬-
aration from environmentenvironmept " for the Eskimo people . He forgets ,
or never knew , that the main argument IN THE VILLAGES forfor-
the

for-
thethe BethelBethelschoolschoolschoolschoolwaswas because of its proximity . (2020( % of BeBe-BeBe-
thel's

Be-
thel's

¬-
thel'sthels' people are visitors , traveling through ) . We have receivedreceived-
letters

received-
lettersletters from

_more than 4040villagesvillages over the lastla t two years supsup-sup-
porting

sup-
porting

¬-
porting the school here. These are Eskimo people who want aa-
large

a-
largelarge comprehensivecomprehensiveschoolschool-school- in the nearby Eskimo city, Bethel .
TheyTheyareare not foolishfoolishenoughenough to think that highhighschoolhighschoolsschoolsschools can bebe-
pi

be-
placedplacedpiacedpi aced in everyeveryvieveryvillagevillagevi lIage in AlaskaAIaskaAI aska .

Ir do not know why Fr.; Morris argues so much-againstmuchagainst- boardboard-board-
ing

board-
ing

¬-
ing schoolsschools . Anyone withwithexperienceexperience in education knows thatthat-
you

that-
youyou need 7 or 8 teachers , at least , to build the curriculum , andandsands-
thus

|,

thus you have to bring the students to the school . In fact ,
don'tdont' the Jesuits have two boarding schoolsschools in Alaska ? St .
Mory'sMorysMay'sMays' & Copper Center are the sites .

We are very much in favor of intelligent discussion ofofrerere-rere-
gional

re-
gional

-¬-
gional highhighschoolhighschoolsschoolsschools . But we dislikedi slike someone speaking for thethe-
Eskimo

the-
Eskimo

the-
EskimoEskimo people , when the people have alreadyalreadyspokenspoken , andand-
when

and-
whenwhen the statements being made are largely misrepresentativesrepresentativemi .


