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ProposedP Arrangement
Arrangementby

' Questioned by Assoc..

Of Interior EskimosEskiDlOSEskimosB-
yBy JEFF RICHARDSONRICHARDSON-

AA decisiondecisi9 as "- to whether the Tanana ChiefsChiefs-

Conference
Chiefs-

ConferenceConference should be the only group to take over certaincertain-
functions

certain-
functionsfunctions of the BIABIAin-inin,- in Interior Alaska may comecome-

sometime
come-

sometimesometime thistrus week ,. The decision will comecomcome from the areaarea-

director
area-

directordirector of the Bureau of Indian Affairs in Juneau ,

according to Chris Anderson of TCC .

According to Anderson , TCCTCC-
has

TCC-
hashas been pursuing the idea ofof-

contracting
of-

contractingcontracting with ' the BIA toto-

administer
to-

administeradminister some BIA programsprograms-
for

programs-
forfor nearly two years . He said TCCTCC-

submittedl
TCC-

submittedsubmittedsubmittedla! formal request for aa-

decision
a-

decisiondecision last week .

If suchsuchaa transfer should taketake-
place. place , the authority for suchsuch-
action

such-
actionaction would probably be thethe-
India

the-

IndiarlIndianIndiarlIndia " Self-DeterminationSelfDeterminationSelf.DeterminationSelfDetermination-. ' andand-
Education

and-
EducationEducation Assistance Act , signed
bysignedbyPresident Ford in January . TheThe-
act

The-
actact ddirectsirectsrects the Secretary of thethe-
Interior

the-

InteriorInteriorInterior. to eriterenter into contractscontracts-
w

contract-
swithwithwwitht" '- qualifiedqual'ifiedqual'ifie'd'' Native '

organizations for the managementmanagement-
ofof BIA programs such as socialsocial-
services

social-
servicesservices , educationedu ation , employmentemploymen-
tassistance

employmen-
tassistanceassistance , housing , plantplant-
mairitenance

plant-
maintenancemaintenancemairitenance , and tribaltribalo-

perations
tribalo-

perationsoperations .

HoweverHo ever , not everyone agreesagrees-

that
agrees-

thatthat themethe Tanana ChiefsClefs shouldshould-
II

have sole$ ole responsibility forfor-

managing
for-

managingmanaging these programs .,

John HeffleHeffie , president of thethe-

Association
the-

AssociationAssociation of Interior Eskimos ,

told the Tundra Times , "NoNo" oneone-
individual

one-
individualindividual or group should bebe-

considered
be-

consideredconsidered the sole source ofof-

contract
of-

contractcontract ability .,"
'HeHe"He'*"He said A1EAlE does .notnot., feelfeel-

adequately
feel-

adequatelyadequately representedrepresent d by thethe-
Tanana

the-
TananaTanana Chiefs or the FairbanksFairbanks.-
Native

Fairbanks-
Native

.-

Native
N-
ative.,Native Association becausebecalse! theythey-
have

they-
havehave not respondrespondeded to the jneedsneedsneeds-
of

needs-
ofof AIEAI E in the past..

FJeffleHeffleHeffle said although bothboth-
organiZations

both-
organizationsorganizationsorganiZations have comecome to himhim-

seeking
him-

seekingseeking support for , variousvariousIvariousfvarious-
projects

various-
projects

If

projects , his" group didn'tdidnt' receivereceive-
"on

receive-

"one"onfconfc"oneone"onon" bit of help " from them whenwhen-

AlEitried
when-

AIEtriedAIEAlEitriedAIEtried,
; tried to get running waterwater toto-

residents
to-

residentsresidents
, of Eskimo Village .

( Continued on PagoPage 6)6)



TCC-BIATCCBIA- Contracts- . . .
,

.
(Continued from Page 1)1) .

At itsit monthlymontWy meeting torforfor-

February
for-

FebruaryFebruary , ,about 20 members ofof-

AlE
of-

AIEAIEAlE discusseddis:<ussed the possibility ofof-

circulating
of-

circulatinngcirculatingcirculatinng a petition.petition.,
among thethe-

group
the-

groupgroup . The '' association claims-claimsclaimsacIabnclaim-claimclaimaclaim-
membership

-, aa-

membershipmembership of about 200 .
1,1-

HeffleHeffle said the purpose of thethe-

petition
the-

petitionpetition wouldwo ld be to state that thethe-

signer
the-

signers
'-

tq
t-q'-tot-o'signerssigner

,
hada4 joinedj iiiedied .,

AIEE to gaingain-

representation
gain-

representation'andrepresentationrepresentation'andrepresentationand'aridarid'andand' that they feelfeel-

that
feel-

thatthat Tanana Chiefs and FairbanksFairbanks-
Native

Fairbanks-
NativeNative Association cannotcannot-
adequately

cannot-
adequatelyadequately represent theirtheir-
interests

their-
interestsinterests .

,' Anderson said that the positionposition-
ofof the Tanana ChiefsCh efs ConferenceConference-
isis that TCCTCe should be the ' primeprime-

contractor
prime-

contractorcontractor for BIA programs . HeHe-

said
He-

saidsaid hishis'grouphisgroup' groupgJoup: , becauseause FairbanksFairbanks-
Native

Fairbanks-
NativeNative , AssociationAssociatiorAsSociatioq#! isis representedpresentedirepresented-
on

presented-
onon itsits 'boardboard'boafd'tofboafdtof' ' 'ofof' of directorsdit c'torsctors' ,
represents allaU Native . people inin-

Interior
in-

InteriorInterior Alaska .

HeHetHe'wHew;' added4<:!ed that ' TCCTce wouldwould-

prefer
would-

preferprefer to sub-contractsubcontractsub-contracttosubcontractto--
,
,to groupsgroups-

such
groups-

such'assuchsuch'assuchas'
ass FNA and AIEAIEAlE rather thanthan-

have
than-

havehave the.qeqe.
,
BureauBureau ofoflndian,,Indian

"
AffairsAffair-

saward.a
Affair-

sawardawardaward.aawarda'
'aa>.' av?'serser'seriesseries' serieses"o-

f
eso-

f'" of separateseparate-

contracts'S

separate-
contractscontractscontracts'ScontractsS.',,contracts'SAlth'ough'theAlth'ough'theAlthoughtheAlthough' 'thethe' IndianIndian-
SelfDet

IndianS-
elfDeterrrrination

'

Self-SelfSelfDeterminationSelf-DeterrrrinationSelfDeterrrrinationSelf-DetSelfDet- Determinationn inationflActt.ActtAct,;
. Act \, directsdirects-

the
directs-

thethethe' ',
'"' Secretary of thetJ Interior toto-

OiseuseOiseJse, hishi ' discretiondidiscretion.withiridiscretionwithiri
,
reto! t ,

!
,. within

1.
thi certainertain

guidelinesguidelnes , in assigning programprogram-

management
program-

managementmanagement contracts , it isis-

apparently
is-

apparentlyapparently too early to tell ifif-

there
if-

therethere will be shared contracting .

When a Native 'organizationorganization''organization-
submits

organization-
submits

'

submits a requestrequ st to the SecretarySecretary-
ofof the Interior to ' manage BIABIA-

programs
BIA-

programsprograms,, the secretary mustmust-
decide

must-
decide

,
decide if the group has the abilityability-

toto fulfilffulmrfulmrafulfilfaa contractualontrjactual'contractual' obligation .

He must consider their ability toto-

provide
to-

provideprovide equipment , qualifiedqualifie-
dpersonneJ

qualifie-
dpersonnelpersonnelpersonneJ, , knowledgeknowledgeofofof-

bookkeeping
of-

bookkeepingbookkeeping and
,

accounting ,

knowledgelmowledge of the programs to bebe-

managed
be-

managedmanaged , and communitycommuhitycommuhitys-
upport

communitys-
upportsupport for the contract .

Although the efforts-effortseffortsof-', of thethe-

Tanana
the-

Tanana
j'

Tanana .ChiefsChiefs., ChiefsChiefsjChiefsConfetenceConferenceConfetence toto-

enter
to-

enterenter into contract negotiationsnegotiations-
with

negotiations-
withwith BIA precede those of thethe-

Association
the-

AssociationAssociation of Interior Eskimos ,

theth BIA has not as yet made aaa-

ommitmentcommitmentommitment:; to any group .

Anderson said if the areaarea-

director
area-

directordirector decides that TCCTeC shouldshould-
not

should-
notnot be the sole contractor , BIABBIA-

will
AA-

wiltwillwilt send out requests forfor-

proposals
for-

proposalsproposals , which would be thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst stepst p in determining who willwil-

lmanag
wil-

lmanagemanagemanagmanage Native programs inin-

Interior
in-

InteriorInterior Alaska .


