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Mr
" "MriMraMr -aa.- , : EJmarii'PitkaEJmariiPitkaElmarElman :,' Pitka :, ,. PresidentPresPresidentofde'nLofdenLof

'
' ,of '

the Board of the InhuitInnIilWtCo-opIilWtCoopit .,
Co-opCoopCopCo-Co--p of-

Beaver
of-

Beaver
of

Beaver , Alaska , wasvas inri AnchorageAnchorage-
forfor the'1the1'the'lthel'thethe' ' + 1974 annualannualmembimhipannualmembershipmembershipmembimhipmembimhip-
me

membershi-
pmeetingmeetingme trng of 'thethe'

.,: CommunityCorom'unityCoromunityCorom'uni-
tyErtexprise

Communi-
tyEnterprie

'

EnterpriseErtexpriseEnterprie
,

§
, DevelopmentDeveJ pment '

Corporation *, of Alaska (CEDCCE )
held on December 12/197412197412197412 /, '° 1974 .

This was the ., first corporatecorporate-
m

corporate-
meetingmeetingm eting that Mr . PitkaPjtkaPitka has evertvertve-
rattended

eve-
rattended

:
attendedattended . He petitioned forfor-

membership
for-

membershipmembership in CEDCCEDeCEDeonon behalf ofof-

the

.
the Innuit Co-opCoop-- . Upon approval ,
he participatedpiuti ipated by voting 'onon'on-

'byaw
'onon-

bylawbylaw'by-aw'bybyawby-lawlaw', by-lawlaw-] 'changeschangeschange's'
'

, ratifyingratifying'actionsratifyingactionsratifying'actions-
and

'-

actions
a- ctions'-

actions
a- ctions'-

actionsand'

and setting policy for thethe-

corporation
the-

corporationcorporation for the upcomingupupcoming-
year

omingoming-
yyeary .

'

Innuit Co-opCoop-- is a cooperativecooperative-
retail

cooperative-
retailretail operationoperntionoperation located in Beaver'Beaver

'
Beaver-

onononn the Yukon River: , 110 milesmiles-

north
miles-

northnorth of Fairbanks :.. It openedopened'thisopenedthisopened'this-
September

this'this'this-

September

'

September ; the 100too residentsr sidents setset-

up
set-

upup this organization when thethe-

former
the-

formerformer Beaver Trading Post , the

. J itit'I'II' ( "
" ', '-:" ' \ .

''only'PnyPnypoly,
]

,

.storestore>. store '
!
* '; inm

(
the communitycornmunftycommunity ,

announcedannouriced
,
jtsits plannedp1anned closure iniqiq-

the
in-

thethe fall .

.MrMr., Mr :. JackJa k Van Hattenflatten ,. hadhadop'e-

rated

hadap'e-

rated
,
operatedop- 'eratedop- eratedap- 'eratedap- erated'

the store forfor'30for30'

30 yearsyears-

The
years-

The
.

\TheThe\;TheUnn'uitThe "Inn'uitInnuitUnn'uitUnnuit"InnInn" ] 'uit" ( EskimoEskimof'forfor"for-ff'-" r ".'
People ) 'Co-op'CoCoop'cq.opcq.opcqopCo-op'' -. was'was' designed toto-

benefit
.

benefit its members . It was the '

,
,

first businessbusin ss toto bebeestablishedestablished andandIand-

owned
and-

owned
I

owned byy themselves . TheThe-
residents

IsI-

residentsresidents raised $3,0003000$ , in equityequity-
through

equity-
throughthrough membership shares . TheyThey-

made
They-

mademade decisions on the .kindkind. ofof-
goodS

of-
goods

,'

goodsgoodsandand services to be proyidproyjd ed ,

many ( technicalechnical, questions on thethe-

operation
th-

eionoperationion'' andartd how it shbuldshould be
,

developed in the future .

Mr . PStkaPitka stated that the storestore-
Was

store-
waswasWas aa positive influence on011on' thethe-

community
:

community, because o/oofotheof/'thethe'the"-
experience ', thethe-

"experience"experienceexperience" in setting up andandIand-
running

I,

running the venture . Everyone inin-

the
in-

thethe communitycommun4y
,
has learned . '""' MrMr-

Pitka
Mr-

PitkaPitka isis'aisa'aa' life "timetime'time'timeresident"timeresident"' resident of thethe-
comm

the-
communitycorrimtinitycommunitycomm nity . .HeHe., He is a trapper and ."'

.

has a part timetille! jobjobasas mail carrier . ',

He is on the "villagevillage'viIageviIage""' ] councilcouncilofofof-

Beaver
of-

BeaverBeaver .

While the facilityfacility'isfacilityis'isis''is modest , thethe-
store

the-
storestore offers a widew de variety ofof-

goods
of-

goodsgoods at low prices . The oldold-

structure
old-

structurestructure was remodeledremod eed] ,. toto-

provide
to-

provideprovide a more efficientefficientu-
tilizatioJ1'Ofspace

efficient-
utilizationofutilization-ofutilizationofutilizatioJ1'OfspaceutilizatioJ1Ofspace.'- space . New gondolagondola-
shelves

gondola-
shelvesshelves and a checkcheckstandstand werewere-

installed
were-

installedinstalled . Because there is nono-

electricity
no-

electricityelectricity available , the store is

lighted by coleman lantern andand-
heat

and-
heatheat is from a wood stove .

Innuit CoCo-opCoop--op employs twotwo-
residents

two-
residentsresidents . Mr . Herman Joseph isis-

the
is-

thethe manager and Mr . Leo EdwarsEdwars-

isis the clerk.. They were trained inin-

retail
in-

retailretail management and

accountingaccoun ting as part of the technicaltechnical-
assistance

technical-
assistanceassistance offered bybY-CEDCbYCEDC- CEDC .

The business was financed byby-

CEDe
by-

CEDCCEDCCEDe and a loanJoan from the BeaverBeave-
rKwjt'chin

Beave-
rKwit'chinKwjt'chinKwjtchinKwit'chinKwitchin' Corporation , which isis-

the
is-

thethe village corporation . DoyonDoyon-
Umited

Doyon-
LimitedLimitedUmited waswasalso_ also instrumental in

getting the project organized .

CEDC is a nonprofitnonprofitc-
orporation

nonprofitc-
orporationcorporation that has financial ,

technictechnicala ] and training assistanceassistance-
toto develop and support businessbusiness-
enterprises

business-
enterprisesenterprises in lowJow income areas ofof-
rural

of-
ruralrural Alaska . These businessesbusinesses-
must

businesses-
mustmust be broadly owned and have aa-

positive
a-

positivepositive economic impact on thethe-

community
the-

communitycommunity or region from whichwhiCh-
itit operates .


