A Decision That Will Be Felt

Egan Reluctantly Reapportions Senate;
Bush Areas to Lose 5 Seats fo Cities

Governor  William A -Egan -last
Friday . reluctantly reapportioned
the State Senate, in compliance with
the U.S. Supreme Court one-man
one-vote decision.

In the process,” Alaska -outlyiig
bush arcas lost five séats to the
population centers of Anchorage
and Fairbanks, Anchorage gained 3,
Fairbanks 2.

Northwest Alaska lost two senate
seats,

The reapportionment plan be-
comes effective for the primary and
general elections of 1966, All seats
in both the state house of represen-
tatives and the senaté will be filled
Ten seats will be for two-year terms

in the senate; the other ten for four- |

year terms.

All house seats will be for two-
year terms. b i

Governor Egan made two depart-
ures from recommendations of his
Advisory Committee on. Reappor-
tionment and Redistricting:

1. He did. not carve up the imme-
diate Anchorage area into'four sep-
arate house districts.

2. Heordered that the seven sena-
tors from fhe immediate Anchorage
area (District E) be elected at large
rather than in four separate- dist-
riets.

* He contended that the. Good Fri-
day earthquake had wrought popu-
lation changes, not reflected in .the

1960 census, which most probably’

woiild make' districting the Anchor-
uge area unfair:

In making bhis reapporhonmom
proclamation, Egan said it "‘has not
been an easy task for ‘me,”

“My personal feclings and my du-!
ties and obligations coincide. .

“Nearly ten years ago at the Con-
stitutional Convention, I was one of
thoge who worked hard and saw to
it that - the: apportionment of -the
State Senate would take inta con-
sideration factors other than just
population,

“We considered, among other
things,” geography, socio-economical
needs, the relationships of contig:
uous areas, and the future possibili
ties of growth.

“It was my view, as well as a
majority of the other delegates, that
it was in the public interest to have
one house of the legislature appor-
tionéd more by area - rather - than
popudation, to serve as a check .and
balance on_the other. That is still
my view,

“However, this is a land ruled by
law, not men, The Supreme Court
of the United States is our final
arbitrator of justice» Our natlon'l
highesy court has ruled’ that each
citizen's vofe, imust count as much
s anothér's, and we rust abide ‘as
‘closely as possibile by, that decision,
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Here are the new senate districts
and the initial term of senators from
each:

A. Kunhlkan one senator to be
elected, far four years..

B. Wrangell-Petersburg &  Sitka,
one senator to be elected for two
years.

C. Juneau & Lynn Canal, one sen-
ator for four years.

D. Cordova-Valdez and Palmer-
Wasilla, one senator for two years,

E. Anchorage, four seats for four
years; Anchorage, thre¢ seatg for
two years.

F. Seward & Kenai, one senator
for two. years.

G. Kodiak & Aleutian, one sena-
tor for four years.

H. Bristol Bay & Yukon- Kuskok-
wim, one seat.for two years,

I Fairbanks, two scats for two
years; Fanrbnnkn twa seats for four
years.

J. "Bartow-Kobuk ' & Nomvx one
seat for foun. years.

K. Bethel &. WadesHamptong one |
Soitfor-twoyears: nﬁon.




