_ - Egan Rebuts Japahese* Conservation Resulted in Blg Salmon Run

Governor iam Egan said
5 ot ; ns in allow-
iny 3 nt of red sal-

mon_ into Bristol .Bay spawning
ltceams in 1960 and the active U8,
Coast” Guard patrol of the Inter-
national North  Pacific Fisheries
Trenty abstention ' line this year
“were responuible 'or the heavy re-

turni of red salmon to Bﬂstol Bay”
this Pnst season,

“T'he Governor was replymg to a
stateient by the United States-Ja-
pan Trade Council that the large

| run of red salmon to' Bristol Bay

“refuted” charges that the Jana-
nese high seas salmon net fishery
endangers this rich resource.

This year's run indicates that “the
fears” of salmon depletion were
groundless,” the Council said in a
news release. It also said Japanese
and American fishermen “share mu-
tual objectives—effective conserva-
tion and rational utilization of fish-
ery resources,”

Govevor Egan said:

“The State of Alaska takes wel-
mnm note of lhe smwmcm m.uk by

the Unllei States-Japan rade
Councll that the fishermen of Japan
and the United States share mutual
objectivés — effective conser!}nlion
and rational utilization of fishery
resources, Alaskans hope the @bove
statement of .the United States-Ja-
pan Trade Council is indicative of
e .

e
as to management and/conservation
procedures necMy perpetuate
the great salmg ery resourges.
Alaskans hope, too, that the state-
ment by the United States-Japan
Trade Council means that there will
be greater flexibility on the part
of Japanese negotiators at future
International North Pacific Fisher-
ies Treaty meetings,

“I note that yesterday’s statement
by the United States-Japan Trade
Council fails to refer to the fact
that a United States Coast Guard
patrol was, in 1965, nutiated along

‘the 175 degree west longilude sal-

mon treaty abstention line. The
statement also made no reference to
the fact that several violations by
private Japanese fisheries compan-
ies’ catcher boats were fully docu-
mented and that one of these viola-

tions occufred approximately 70
miles east of the treaty -abstention
line. No mention was made of the
fact that because of U.S. Coast
Guard patrols the Japanese net
salmon fishery effort was moved
fur wesi of the abstention line,

“I think it an appropriate remind-
er to recollect that in 1960, the cycle
year for this year's Bristol Bay red
salmon fishery, the Alaska Depart-
ment of Fish and Game forced
sAmerican fishermen to forego a
good share of the red salmon run
irn that year so that millions of red
salmon could escape to the spawn-
ing lakes and streams in the Bristol
Bay season.”

“The 1960 action by the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game, {o-
gether with the 1965 season’'s. US
Coast Guard patrol, was responsible
for the heavy return of red salmon
to Bristol Bay this year.

“Proper management, consérva-
tlon, and utiliqation  practices
prompted the United States years
ago o prohibit commercial fishimg
with nets for salmon on the high
seas.

“I say again, as { have said before.
if the Japanese will follow proven
conservation practices and join the
United States in prohibiting high
seas fishing for salmon with nets,
the Siate of Alaska will be lmppy}
to help the Japanese with a program |
designed o rebuild the once great
Asiatic salmon resource j




