
PribilPribilofsfs Fight for ThemselvesThemelves$
The tiny PribilofPribiJof Island comcom-com-

munity
com-

munity
¬-

munity of St . Paul , with 450450-
persons

450-
personspersons whose subsistence isis-

drawn
is-

drawndrawn from a single hard pressedpressed-
industry

pressed-
industryindustry may be on its wayway-
to

way-
toto

"

incorporationincorporatio.nincorporation. as a.a. fourth

class citycityandand economic selfself-

su
self-

sufficiencysufficiencysu fficiency .
Early in December , a TaskTask-

Force
Task-

ForceForce ofd 20 representatives ofof-

State
of-

StateState , Federal , business and.and. InIn-InIn-

dian
In-

dian
¬-

dian organizations went to StSt..

Paul to outline the various serset-setser-set-

vices
ser-

vices
¬-

vices each could perform forfor-

the
for-

thethe island community and disdis-dis-
cuss

dis-

cuss
-¬-

cussconfrontingthethe problems confrontingconfronting-
thethe two tiny communities ofof-

St
of-

StSt . Paul and its neighbor St .
George .

The Task Force wastirganizedwas-organizedwasorganizedwasorganized-
in

--
in part by PatrickPatrickIPatrickPJetnikoffI,

PletnikoffPJetnikoff ,

a student at the University ofof-

Washington
of-

WashingtonWashington and a native of StSt..

.. Paul with the . aid of BIA'BIA' Ad-Ad.A.d-A.d.A.dAA-AAAA-

ministrative
,.Ad-

ministrative
.A.-

dministrative

. - .,."_
ministrative Manager GordonGordon-
Tracy

Gordon-
TracyTracy .

The PribilofPribiJof Islands encomencom-encom-
pass

encom-
pass

-¬-
pass two Aleut communitiescommunities-communitieswho-' whowho-

draw
who-

drawdraw almost all their cash inin-inin-

come
in-

come
¬-

come to the harvestingharvestingof-ofof'of-' furfur-

seals
fur-

sealsseals.

. Currently , St . Paul ' and St .

George are putting up a fightfight-

against
fight-

againstagainst the Friends of Animals ,
who are trying to stop thethe-

industry
the-

industryindustry .

One of the reasons for thet.the-

tasktask force , according ' to VillageVillage-

Council
Village-

CouncilCouncilCouncilrepresentativerepresentative Pletni-PletniPletni-
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.
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koff , was to explore alternativealternative-
economic

alternative-
economiceconomic operations for the ish-his-ishl-

anders
is-

landers
¬-

landers in case the adverse pubpub-publ-
icity

pub-
licity

-¬-

licity from the Friends of AniAni-Ani-

inals
Ani-

inils
¬-

malsinalsinils drove the prices of furfur-

seals
fur-

sealsseals down . '

As a result of the task forceforce-

visit
force-

visitvisit , the VillageVillag Council of St .

Paul has filed a-aapetitiona -. petition forfor-

aa charter to establish the villagevillage-

asas a Fourth Class city .

Stsi . George , the even moremore-
isolated

more-
isolatedisolated secondse ond Pribilof comcom-com-
munity

com-
munity

¬-

munity , submitted a resolutionresolution-
requesting

resolution-
requestingrequesting the St , Paul councilcouncil-

r
council-

representproblemsrepresentpresentr them in allaU legal probprob-probprobl-
ems

-¬-

lemslems and developmental plans .

St . George is reached onlyonly-
aa few times per year by boat ,

making it almost impossible forfor-

the
for-

thethe smaller community to parpar-par-

ticipate
par-

ticipate
¬-

ticipate directly in most developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-
ment

-¬-

ment program meetings-ormeetingsor-- rere-rere-

ceive
re-

ceive
¬-

ceive mail .

Also as a result of the task
' .

force discussions , the councilscouncils-
wiII

councils-
willwillwiII petition their CongressmenCongressmen-
forfor funds for ArmyAnny EngineersEngineers-
toto construct a small boat harborharbor-

atat St5t.. Paul-inPaulin- order to aid thethe-

community
the-

communitycommunity in developing a fishfish-fis-
h1g

fish-

ing
¬-

ing1g industry, .

An economic studytudy$ to propro-pro-
mote

pro-
mote

-¬

mote industrial and commercialcommercial-
development

commercial.-
developmentdevelopment.development,. at the Islandsblands waswas-

funded
was-

fundedfunded with $25002500$ from thethe-

Econ'omic
the-

EconomicEconomicEcon'omic' Development AdminAdmin-Admin-
istration

Admin-
istration

¬-

istration and the State comcom-com-
pleted

com-
pleted

¬-

pleted action necessary to comcom-com-
plete

com-
plete

¬-

plete a Food Stamp ProgramProgram-
atat the islands , as a result ofof-
the

of-
thethe Task Force visit,. accordingaccording-
toto Anchorage BIA SuperintendSuperintend-Superintend-
ent

.

¬-

ent Roy Peratrovich .

Other plans on which actionactiQnactiQn-
was

action-
waswas taken included increasesincreases-
planned

increases-
plannedplanned in tourist and transportranspor-transpor-
tation

transpor-
tation

¬-

tation facilities andilnd other smallsmall-
businesses

small-
businessesbusinesses which might provideprovide-
added

provide-
addedadded incomeincome to thetl1e islanders ,

PeratrovichPeratrovi h saidSaid .

.


