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'fiefie'fie 'wrotewrote'wrwr' te thisthis 'commentarycommentary'comcom' or
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nentarymentary ' ohononon-

'the, the'the' ', airplanetpltine, " andandsentan -sentsent'lentlent-' thethedis-thedisthedis-
patch

, disdis-dis-
'patch

¬-
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, OnceJagainbnce'againbnceagaine-
j

ejga-

in' gain I1I.amIam;. am readyr adYtadYtde", to dede-dede-

put
de-

part
¬-

partput/putputThis,/!* . ThisThis timetrrefuefu' ':, furthfcrfurtherththrr 'westwest'west-
than

'west-
than

'west
than I haveh ve ever4beeneverbeenever.beeverbe., n beforebef r ,

'-

to
t- o'-

toSt
' toto-

tStSt$t.. LawrenceLawrenc ' IslandIslIsland:'nd .;
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TheuTye
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stew
s-

tew'

stewardessrdeSs , hashas justjustanjust anan-anan-

nounced
an-

notinced
¬-

nouncednotinced that after ,
we ' reach

,

cruisingruising, altitudeI1tit! de , wewwe wfllwillni
',
bevbeserbesserbesser-

ved
:ser¬

.'
ved 'orangeorangeofcUl.geofcUlge'

.
or ' tomato juicejuce! ,

there isisisnoribno coffee thistJs morningmommg .
I AlaskaAlaska'certainlyAlaskacertainly' certainly is a place forfor-

tfte
for-

thethetfte Spartan existence-existenceexistenceWhere-,.. WhereWhere-
else

Where-
elseelse cantanban one board an hour andand-
onehalf

and-
onehalfone-halfonehalf- flight at 7:40740: ajnam.mm. . sanssans-
br

sans-
breakfastbreakfastbr akfast..

We arere streakingsfrealdngpastpast the concon-con-
trol

¬.-
trol tpw'ertpwertQwertower' to take 'offoff' . TwoTwo-
Wi

Two-
WienWienWi 1 Boeing 737's737s' stand outouf a-aa-

monst
a-

monst
a-

monst
-

monst the other planes there .

Two have departed before us .

As we rode Up just before
7:00700: thistJs morning ,. I was struckstruck-
by

struck-
byby the view coming in from the

" *

Anchorage
. , vh ragrag"V"WrWr" "VV"V-

I
"

InternationalI ff.viimvi'if.viimviifviimviiA .,:
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a-aa-

.long
aaa-

Ilong

''.- '
'

.longlong. the newrineww ., four-lanefourlaneffour-lanefourlaneur-lurl- j e highway1highway .
'longlongIlong'{ FastPast , thethe'newcontrol'tower'overthenewcontroltoweroverthe'newcontrol'tower'over-
jth

the'newcoittrol'towerthenewcoittroltoweri'ne-
w.cbhttol

ine-

w.cbhttol

ine-

wcbhttol'
.,

'

;tower , 'overover'
overover-

thejth|; theutop"oftheutopofthe ,
'top"QftopQftop"qf' " theththrt"rtterminaltermiinalrm ii1 buildingbuildin-

gwereifivetailswith'ae,were-'jwere'jjwereifivetailswith'aewereifivetailswithaeee -'ifivfive Jails"tlliltllil"tllil'iV", ; '-

iV
i-

V
'
,)with! "' , the 1]' brightbright-

yellow
ghtght-

yelloW insignia .: . ' ' '
,yelloW WlenWien lOslgl11a ; t!> t "

'" .OtherOtherIOther., thanjathn"a.fewJoldReevena.fewJoldReevenafewJoldReevethina-fewold'Reevethinafewold'ReevefewoldReevethinafewold'Reevep-
lanes

n"a.fewJoldReeve-
planes

,

"

, .- fewjpld'ReevefewjpldReeve,t ';
planes ' on theVotherthethe'otherendtheotherend' oth ri; hd1d ofoftheofitheofithe-
terminal

fAhefAhe-
terminal

.-thethe-

terminal ,. the airportort was- 'desqrt-was- 'desqrtwas- desqrtwas'- desqrtvwwass '

eScrt-eScrtdesert-desertdesert-

i

"
eScrt-

d
: -

d *. ', , ,
: "

jiI"" Inside the terminaltermin IIwasv was ' anan-

endless. endless
' linelinIineat,,at thethe Wieri'ch'eck-inWieri'ch'eckWiericheckinWien'cleckinWieri'check-inWieri'checkWien'clWienclWieri'checkin-

as"passengers'were
' 'eck-ineckin-

ass'passengespassengeas"passengers'wereaspassengerswereas"passengers'wereready'to'"'''- passengers1
p-

assengers1' 5 ' werewer"' readyrready'toreadytoad ' to emem-emem-

bark
em-

bark
¬-

bark for notnot only Nome aridandand-
Kotzebue

and-
KotzebueKotzebue but ,- Fairbanks . PrudrPrud,
hoe Bay ;., Barrow ,. Kodiak and anan-

e'pdle
an-

eldleSsejidlesseldleSse'pdleepdle' $ list of .otherother. points onon-

the
on-

thethethe Wien. schedule ..
L,L-

There: There were fishing poles'gui-poles'guipolesguipolesgui-poles'gui-
tars

polesgui-
tirs

poles ,;,' gui-guigui-
tars

-

tarstirstars ,. cats ,. amongst the regularregular-
duffle

regular-
duffleduffle bags ,. suitcases. and

.
accord-accordaccord-

ians
accord-

lans
-.

ianslans .
1I 1I am a h'ttlehttlelittle' dismayed . RossRoss-

Cl
Ross-

ClgmentsClementsClClgmentsments at Wien ALPAALPA told meme-

I
me-

II could fly with Great NorthernNorthern-
atat 9:00900: ajna.mam. . They would serve aa-

hol
a-

hothotholholmhotmealmealm 1 . F6rFeirF r some reasonT ason , I ,

like most Alaskans who havehave-
lived

have-
livedlived here any:., length of time asas-asas-

sociate
as-

sociate
¬-

sociate Wien with bush traveltravel-
and

travel-
andand 'nevernever' thought of anotheranother-
airline

another-
airlineairline when I purchased my

ticket'ticket'toticketto'ticket' to GaGamhellGambelltku ,.

,
We

, aretre; just
,
breakingre g out overover-

the
over-

thethetheweatherweather asasaswewewewe HeadJiea.dJiead. westwe t .

ThisThis- rplaneplanee
:,

seems .somewhatsomewhat-
cleaner

ewhatewhat-

cleaner
.-
so

s-

o
cleaner thanthan thethe'onetheone'oneone' fromfrom FairFair-Fair-
banks

.-¬

banks . totto Anchorage . No fishfis-
h'lic

fish-

lice'liclic' liceliceobscureobscure , the view throughthrough-
the

through-
thethe .windowwindow., ._ I asked our stewstew-stew-
ardess

¬.-
ardess-yesterdayardessyesterdayardess'yesterdayardessyesterdayardess -'yesterday if they ever fu-fufu-

rhigate
fufu-

itigate
-.

rhigatemigate-itigateitigate- the planes . She askedaskedifaskedif-
the

,,
if-

the
if

the bugs were inside the plane oror-

between
or-

between.betweenbetween., the windows .
,. When I replied that they werewere-
very

were-
veryvery plainlyplain1y inside the plane sheshe-

explained"that
she-

explainedexplainedexplained"thatexplainedthat
", that it was very diffidiffi-diffi-

cult
¬.-

cult'' 19t9to keep the planes clean asas-

they
as-

theythey alternately haul fish andand-

passengers
and-

passengerspassengers in thee same plane .

That probably explains whywhy-
the

why-
thethe air conditioner was leakingleaking-
over

leaking-
overover the front seats . They mustmust-
require

must-
requirerequire a heavy duty unit toto-

keep
to-

keepkeep the fish .

Fortunately the elderly gen-gengen-

tleman
gen-

tleman
-.

,

tleman with his daughter hadhad-

seated
had-

seatedseated himselfhhnself further back inin-

the
in-

thethe plane .

I firstfust noticed him at the ticktick-tick-
et

tick-
et

¬-

et counter appearing as would a-aa-

ny
a-

ny
a-

ny
-

ny other tourist headed for MinMin-Min-

nesota
¬.-

nesota . He appeared not to askask-

any
ask-

anyany special courtesies . Then atat-

the
at-

thethe ticket counter I became imim-imim-

mersed
im-

mersed
¬-

mersed in conversation withwith-
Hannele

with-
HanneleHannele Koivumaki the ticketticket-
agent

ticket-
agentagent..

She is from Kuopio , Finland ,

having lived in the U.SUS. . for onlyonly-
seven

only-
sevenseven years . I showed her aa-

postcard
a-

postcardpostcard from my niece from O-O0-0O-

ulo
0-

010
O-

ulo
-

ulo010 . Then I became confused asas-

I
as-

II stumbled through a maze of inin-inin-

coming
in-

coming
¬-

coming passengers while wewe-

boarded
we-

boardedboarded through Gate 3 . LaterLater-
II saw these same people on mymy-

flight
my-

flightflight . They were only checkingchecking-
inin at the ticket counter to re-rere-

board
re-

board
re-

board
-

board on their flight from KotKot-Kot-
zebue

Kot-
zebue

¬-

zebue .

The blackblatk stewardess has just

asked if I would likelike orange Oror-

tomato
or-

tomatotomato juice . I shall have the toto-toto-

mato
¬.-

mato , probably somewhere overover-
Galena

over-
GalenaGalena, , as she is currently onlyonly-
stocked

only-
stockedstocked with orange .

I first noticed her when I satsat-

down
sat-

downdown and thought to myselfmyself-
that

myself-
thatthat she hash3$ that mischieviousmischievious-
look

mischievious-
looklook inif) her eye reminiscient ofof-

young
of-

youngyoung Maria Trapp in thethe-

"Sound
the-

"Sound"SoundSound" of Music . "
In any case as I walkedwalked-

'through
walked-

through'throughthrough' the gate and over the asas-asas-

phalt
¬.-

phalt in Fairbanks on my way toto-

board
to-

boardboard . The elderly gentlemangentleman-
and

gentleman-
andand his daughter were suddenlysuddenly-
atat my side .

I looked at him carefully andand-
asked

and-
askedasked , "You'reYoure" ' Sig Wien , aren'tarentaren't-
you

aren't-
you

'
you ?"

"YesYes" ."
I1 thenthert remarked that he obviobvi-obvi-

ously
obvi-

ously
¬-

ously wasn'twasnt' boycotting Wien .

"IsIs" there much boycottingboycotting-
going

boycotting-
goinggoing on ? "

"YesYes" ," I replied .

He then introduced me to hishis-

daughter
his-

daughterdaughter and asked how long 1II-

had
I-

hadhad lived in Alaska .

Where else but Alaska wouldwould-
the

would-
thethe elderly owner of a major airair-air-

line
air-

line
¬-

line insist that a passenger boardboard-
before

board-
beforebefore he and his family?

certainlyleavesThe Wien Strike certainly
leaves me withwithmixedmixed feelings .

As an economist , it is obvious toto-

me
to-

meme that this should be a veryvery-
profitable

very-
profitableprofitable airline . And as an A-AA-

laskan
AA-

laskan
-.

laskan , I have sat in the back ofof-
Twin

of-
TwinTwin Otters , flippedflippedoverover in the

turbulance ini1in1aa Cherokee SixSix-

and
Six-

andand landedided on skiessk1es when a bushbush-

runwaY

bush-
runwayrunwayrunwaYrunwaY'was'waswas' closed to wheelswheels .

I[l.havelhave.have sat beneathprnybcbciieath: eath'' my Juggageluggage onon-

two
on-

twotwo attempts at a downwinddownwind-
landing

downwind-
landinglanding and have witnessed innuinnu-innu-
merable

¬.-

merable accountsaccounts'ofaccountsof'ofof' friends killkill-kill-

ed
¬.-

ed in plane crashes .

Where does one draw the lineline-

between
line-

betweenbetween profit and safety ? AndAnd-

what
And-

whatwhat are the rewardsrewrdsrewfrds, for thosethose-

who
those-

whowho fight for what is right ?

The gereneration ofof.pibneersofpibneersof.pibneers-
is

.
. pioneers

is still around us in Alaskan aviaavia-avia-

tion
avia-

tion
¬-

tion . They should not be treattreat-treat-
ed

¬.-
ed casually . The world knowsknows-
too

knows-
tootoo few Wiens or Gillams , andand-
far

and-
farfar too manymanywhpmanywhwhowhpwhpwouldwh would makemake-

the
make-

thethe world over forfoor the sake ofof-

change
of-

changechange .

One of0 f the most discouragingdiscouraging-
ofof aviation'saviations' pioneering stories isis-

that
is-

thatthat of Harold Gillam . HavingHaving-
pioneered

Having-
pioneeredpioneered instrument flying intointo-
the

into-
thethe Kuskokwim country andand-

having
and-

havinghaving ledledmanymany search effortsefforts-
for

efforts-
forfor missing flyers including anan-

intenninable
an-

interminableinterminableintenninable one for the missingmissing-
Russians

missing-
RussiansRussians during World War II ,

Gillam himself froze to deathdeath-
weeks

death-
weeksweeks after going down in thethe-

mountains
the-

mountainsmountains near Annette Island .

No one searched for him afterafter-
the

after-
thethe first few days .

No first class exists on thisthis-

flight
this-

flightflight , but if flying in the backback-
of

back-
ofof a combination freighter andand-
passenger

and-
passengerpassenger plane is good enoughenough-
for

enough-
forfor Sig Wien , it is good enoughenough-
for

enough-
forfor me .

The descent is into Kotzebue .


