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Editor'sEditor'sEditors' note : Thanks for your letters and phone calls regarregar-regar-

ding
regar-

ding
¬-

ding this column . We'veWeve' received responses from Tundra TimesTimes-
readers

Times-
readersreaders in Anchorage , Bethel and Copenhagen , Denmark . Ifyou havehave-

questions
have-

questionsquestions about the columncolum.n. or suggestions for subjectssubjectl to discuss , letlet-

me
let-

meme know by writing to me at the Center for Cross-culturalCrosscultural-- StudiesStudies-

CXCS

Studies-

CXCS(CXCS ), University of Alaska-AlaskaAlaskaFairbanksAlaska-FairbanksAlaskaFairbanks-Fairbanks , 99701 , or call (907)907( ) 479-479479-

7185
479-

7185
479-

7185
-

7185 .

The recently completed 17th annual summersummer"WorldsummerWorldsummer-"Worl-
d

summe- r"Worl- dWorl-d_- "WorldWorld" Eskimo-EskimoEskimo-
Indian

Eskimo-
Indian

-.
Indian Olympics " brings to mind a number of ways to provide oror-

enhance
or-

enhanceenhance Alaska Native cultural heritage programs . The student-studentstudent-

organized
student-

organized
-.

organized spring "FestivalFestival" of Native Arts " at the University ofAlasAlas-Ala-
skaFairbanks

Ala-
skaFairbanks

¬-

ka-FairbankskaFairbanks- , provides similar ideas As increasing numbers of cultcult-cult-

ural
cult-

ural
¬-

ural heritage programs become part of the elementary and secondarysecondary-

schools
secondary-

schoolsschools ' regular curriculum across the state , and as more nonprofitnonprofit-
corporations

nonprofit-
corporationscorporations and local community governments design programs forfor-
schooljlgers

for-
schoolagersschool-agersschoolagersschool-jlgersjlgers- , the "OlympicsOlympics" " and 'FestivalFestival"Festival'""' of Native Arts" provideprovide-
interesting

provide-
interestinginteresting ideas for programming to serve Native and non-NativenonNativenonNative-
students

nonNative-
students

-

students alikealike-
Attending

alike-
Attending

alike-
AttendingAttending events such as thethe'Olympics'OlympicsOlympics"Olympics-'Olympics"- ' ," "FestivalFestival" ". or simisimi-simi-

lar
simi-

lar
¬-

lar regional activities like whaling festivals or urban potlatchespotlatches-
requires

potlatches-
requiresrequires significant planning . Field trips to observe those events areare-

important
are-

importantimportant and the students can use those occasions for educationaleducational-
purposes

educational-
purposespurposes . Some ideas for student activities includeinclude-

observing

include-

observing

:

observing-observing- the significance and types of social interactioninteraction-
during

interaction-
duringduring such gatheringsgatherings-

keeping

gatherings-

keeping

,

keeping-keeping- a diary or other written account of the variousvarious-
events

various-
eventsevents with discriptions of how the events are played or performedperformed-
soso the information cc-

events
c-

events
c-

eventsevents with descriptions of how the events are played or performedperformed-
soso the information can be shared with people at homehome-

photographing

home-

photographing

home-

photographing

,

-photographingphotographing- the events and combining the pictures withwith-
written

with-
writtenwritten accounts forfar displays to show back home , in classes and in aa-

comm
a-

communitycommunitycomm unity store or airportairport-

comparing

airport-

comparing

airport-

comparing

,

-comparingcomparing- the similarities and differences in the ways groupsgroups-
from

groups-
fromfrom various geographic areas of the state dance , playplayaa drum , wearwear-
special

wear-
specialspecial dress , etc . , andand-

discussing

and-

discussing

and-

discussing-discussingdiscussing- the traditional games and comparing them withwith-
the

with-
thethe ones which are now played .

In conjunctiononjunction with a field trip , other educationaleducauonal activitiesactivities-
could

activities-
couldcould be included . Consider visits to counterpart schools and classclass-class-
rooms

¬.-
rooms , tours of places where your students may plan to work oror-
continue

or-
continuecontinueplanningfortheir educations after high school graduation . The planning
for a field trip is invaluable asS a learning activity if the studentsst dents areare-
actively

are-
activelyactively involved in parts of the planning decision-makingdecisionmaking- process .

If your students aren'tarent' able to travel to oneone of these state-widestatewidestatewide-
or

statewide-
or

-

or regional events , they might be
.

able to design or carry out a locallocal-
version

local-
versionversion ofof'theofthe'the "OlympicsOlympics" ' or Festival.Festival"Festival'" " for the community . ThereThere-
could

There-
couldcould be storytelling dancing , exhibits and demonstrations ofofhandihandihandi-handi-
crafts

¬.-
crafts , food preparation and sales , athletic events and other activitiesactivities-
which

activities-
whichwhich the students would organize .

If you are on an advisory committee or staffstaff of a cultural heriheri-heri-
tage

¬.-
tage program for your school , non profit association , or communitycommunity-
council

community-
councilcouncil , consider having your students prepareprepare and/orandor/ attend eventsevents-
like

events-
likelike the World'World' Eskimo-IndianEskimoIndian- Olympics'5Olympics5Olympics ' or "FestivalFestival" of NativeNative-
Arts

Native-
ArtsArts . " With your guidance in planning learning activities , the stustu-stustu-

dents
stu-

dents
¬-

dents willwillleamlearn a lot and have many experiences to share with otherother-
students

other-
studentsstudents , their parents and the community .


