Murkowski calls for study of fallout effect on Arctic

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Althou
relieved that the nuclear accident in
Soviet Union apparently poses no im-
mediate serious to Alaskans,
Senator Frank Murkowski said he re-
mains concerned about the long-term
effects the radiation fallout may have
in the Arctic.

Murkowski was briefed Wednesday
by Lee Thomas, Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency,
and informed that based on
preliminary information, any radiation
fallout that reaches Alaska should not
be a threat to human health or to the
environment.

Thomas was appointed by President
Reagan to head an interagency task
force monitoring the effects of the
Soviet radiation disaster. _

However, Murkowski called on the
Depttlmenl of Energy, the National
Oceanic and Al Administra-
tion (NOAA), the National Science
Foundation, and the Interagency Arc-
tic Research Policy Committee to
undertake research efforts
to monitor and study the ef-
fects of the Soviet nuclear disaster on
Mutund America's Arctic region.
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