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storytellers and orators a special
issue of the alaska quarterly
review will be published may 15

1986 this issue celebrates the rich
and varied cultural heritage of the
alaska native peoples and showcases
a wealth of contemporary literary
talent both the spoken and written
traditions are featured and ten of the
20 native alaskan languages are
represented

most of the work in the section of
oral literature has been done by a new
generation of native writers that has
emerged since the 1970s these
writers of varying ages and ethnici-
ty arearc all involved in desidesigninggrung
writing systems for their languages
and have worked with collection
ttranscriptionranscruptionriptionrip tion and translation of oral
1literatureite rature composed by their ciderselders
with only a few exceptions all the
transcriptions and translations inin this
section have been done by native
wnwritershers who are researchers of their
own oral traditions in all the

208 page volume contains 54 selec-
tions of storytelling oral history
oratory poetry short stories and
nonfictionnon fiction

the issue was guest edited by nora
and richard dauenhauer of the
semlaskasealaskascalaskaSeScalaska heritage foundation and
gary Holiholthaushaus of the alaska
humanities forum with an introduc-
tion by rayna green of the smithso-
nian institution executive editors for
the issue were ronald spatz and
james jacob liszka of the universi-
ty of alaska anchorage

alaska native writers
storytellers and orators was fund-
ed in part by a literary publishing
grant from the national endowment
for the arts and a grant from the
alaska state council on the arts

alaska quarterly review
published by the college ofarts and
sciences university of alaska an-
choragechorage is considered one of the top
markets for serious fiction in the
united states


